Course title:  Critical Issues of Aging

Gerontology 501 (Abbreviated syllabus)
Fall, 2009
1206 MHRA

Thurs, 5:30 – 8:20 p.m.

Credits: 3.3

Prerequisites/corequisites:  There are no prerequisites but this course is designed to be taken concurrently with GRO 600.  GRO 600 is required for all Gerontology Post Master Certificate and MS students.  None gerontology graduate students pursuing a career that has a focus on the older adult, the aging society or additional aspects of aging, are strongly urged to take GRO 600, as are upper class undergraduate students.

For whom planned:  This required course is designed for students who are pursuing a master’s degree or graduate certificate in gerontology. Students (undergraduate/graduate) with interests in understanding the transdisciplinary nature of gerontology, gerontological theories, and the multiple issues of and facing aging, older adults, the aging of American and the aging of the world also find this course appropriate.

Instructor Information:  

Dr. Janice I. Wassel
220 McIver Bldg
jiwassel@uncg.edu
336.256.1020

Office Hours:  3-4 p.m. Mondays or by appointment

Phone conferences may be scheduled
Catalogue description:  (3:3) Intensive review and analysis of the literature and research on issues of aging and the unresolved problems. (Fall)
Course rationale:   This course is structured to provide the students with a substantial background on the literature, policy and measures used in contemporary research on the current issues of aging.  Students will gain knowledge of and address  the unresolved problems in the study of and the policy issues related to aging individuals, society and the world necessary to professionals planning, researching,  and applying knowledge in work settings.  Additionally, the transdisciplinary/multidisciplinary aspects of gerontology will be emphasized so that students developed acquire a holistic understanding of gerontology and the interdependence of its parts with application to the profession.
Student learning outcomes:   Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:

· Articulate an understanding of the key gerontological theories in social, biological and psychological areas of aging

· Define key terms with respect to population aging, individual aging, gerontology and health  

· Distinguish between stereotypes of aging and what the current academic research and literature demonstrates.  

· Evaluate the critical issues in aging and the governmental and private-sector roles in these issues. 
· Analyze the influence of social and policy issues on current and future issues in aging
· Evaluate the complex transdisciplinary interaction of physiological, psychological, social and environmental factors critical of issues facing aging individuals, society and the world
· Demonstrate the ability to read, extrapolate from, and discuss concepts from current literature on critical issues in aging
Teaching Strategies:  The teaching format for the course will combine a number of strategies which encourage student participation and interaction.  The format will blend lectures with small group work, including several case studies and in class exercises, and seminar discussions.    For several class periods, guest presenters will augment the discussion.  

Students returning to a university setting:  It is the goal of this course to be accommodating to students for whom this may be their first university course in a number of years, particularly those who are exploring the potential for graduate work.  Please feel free to approach me with questions you may have about using research resources, academic standards, etc.  I also encourage you to make use of other resources available to students within the university including the UNCG Writing Center and library resources.    

Evaluation Methods and Guidelines for Assignments:  

Course Requirements Upperclass Undergradutes:

1. Readings: Students are expected to have completed all reading assignments (including web readings) prior to coming to class.  It is important for all to participate in the class discussion.  Reading assignments will be provided in advance.

2. Exams – take-home (see below undergraduate requirements)

3. Assignments:  Over the course of the semester, there will be three exercises.  They are:

a. Population Pyramids 

b. News Assignment

c. One Book, One City Book Read
4. Presentation evaluations

Information on assignments will be provided separately. 

In addition to the course assignments above, undergraduates will have a take home midterm exam and a final exam 

Undergraduate Course Grade:

1. 25% -Assignments

2. 25% - Midterm 
3. 30% - Final   
4. 10% - Presentation Evaluations

5. 10% - Discussion

Course Requirements Graduate Students:

1. Readings: Students are expected to have completed all reading assignments (including web readings) prior to coming to class.  It is important for all to participate in the class discussion.  Reading assignments will be provided in advance.

2. Assignments:  Over the course of the semester, there will be three exercises.  They are:

a. Population Pyramids 

b. News Assignment

c. One Book, One City Book Read

3. Literature Research Paper

4. Annotated Bibliography 

5. Formal paper presentation

In addition to the course assignments, each graduate student will prepare a literature research paper. This paper will introduce a critical issue of aging, include a discussion of at least two theoretical perspectives in which to understand/frame/view the issue.  More information will be provided on the literature research paper.

Graduate Course Grade:

1. 25% - Assignments

2. 20% - Annotated Bibliography
3. 30% - Literature Research Paper
4. 20% - Formal paper presentation
5. 5% - Discussion

Grading: Recently plus/minus grading was introduced for graduate students and is calculated into a student’s GPA on the following scale:
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Students must achieve an overall GPA of at least 3.0 to complete a graduate program. I would encourage you to read the section on grades and continuing in the Graduate School in The Graduate School Bulletin.  www.uncg.edu/grs
CRITICAL INFORMATION FOR ALL STUDENTS

My grading philosophy:  I expect high quality work especially from graduate students.  A very good grade is a ‘B’.  For a student to achieve an ‘A’, the student must demonstrate a critical and analytical ability to integrate information and present all content in a highly sophisticate method.

Academic Honor Code

Students are expected to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy as outlined at http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/ and also located in the UNCG Student Handbook.  Each student will be required to sign the Academic Integrity Policy on all major work submitted for the course. I have cited the passage below:
Academic Integrity Pledge:

I have abided by the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy on this assignment.

Student’s Signature _______________________________________Date___________

Attendance: Attendance is expected. Students missing more than one class will have their final course grade reduced a full letter grade, students missing two classes will have their final course grade reduced two full letter grades, and so forth.  I may alter this rule in the face of medical or other unusual circumstances, but am under no obligation to do so.  

Topical Outline/Calendar: 
Week:
1.
 
 Introduction to the course
Biology of Aging
Boomer Nation
Cognitive Issues and Concerns
Healthy Aging/Normal Aging

Social Theories of Aging

Family, Life Course and Caregiving
 Guardianship, Legal Documents,
Death and Dying
Employment and Retirement
Social Security and Public Policies   
Social Security and Public Policies
Politics, Government and the Welfare State
Heterogeneity of older adults: gender, race, ethnicity, global issues and concerns 
Does old age have meaning? What is ageism?
Graduate student ‘literature research paper’ presentations
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