Critical Issues of the Aged

Gerontology 501

Fall, 2007
1304 MHRA
Mondays, 6:00 – 8:50 p.m.

Instructor: Dr. Janice I. Wassel
Office: 124 McIver Bldg 

Email:  jiwassel@uncg.edu
Phone: 336.256.1020

Office Hours:  2- 3 p.m. Wednesdays by appointment

Phone conferences may be scheduled.

Course Description


This graduate/upper division undergraduate course is structured to provide you with a wide-ranging overview of contemporary research on issues of aging and the unresolved problems in the study of aging.  The course content is interdisciplinary drawing from multiple representing demography, sociology, psychology, nursing, health, and physiology. This multidisciplinary approach demonstrates the importance of examining aging as a phenomenon that transcends disciplines.  Ground-breaking research in fields from molecular biology to economics to public health, which have implications for our understanding of critical issues in aging, are introduced into the scholarly literature almost daily.


This course will introduce you to a range of theoretical, methodological, and substantive issues and debates on aging, from a multiple disciplines.  Consider the syllabus to be tentative; it can be revised or augmented based on the availability of invited speakers.  Invited speakers have been asked to provide a reading list two weeks prior to their lecture.    Additional materials, such as web addresses or information on readings, will be provided in advance at class.  I will order the following PRB Bulletin and have it available for purchase. 
	Hughes, Mary Elizabeth and Angela M. O’Rand. 2005 The Lives and Times of the Baby Boomers, PRB (will be ordered by the department)
	
	


Each student will, prior to class, thoroughly review the material and be prepared for discussions.  This course is integrative in that each week’s topic is a building block and interlocking to the whole of gerontology.   Issues and topics are limitless, but we since have only 15 weeks, only a few key areas can be covered.  It is our task, as individuals and as a class, to integrate each week’s material into all others.  Therefore, I expect that the student bring together in our discussions and written work material from previous sessions.

Student Learning Outcomes:


Upon completion of this course, you should be able to critically evaluate the gerontological literature, defend the need to examine aging issues in a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary perspective, and identify multiple issues critical to individual, social, and global aging. 

Course Requirements:

1. Readings: Students are expected to have completed all reading assignments (including web readings) prior to coming to class.  It is important for all to participate in the class discussion.  Reading assignments will be provided in advance.
2. Exams – take-home (see below undergraduate and graduate course requirements)

3. Assignments:  Over the course of the semester, there will be three exercises.  They are:

a. Population Pyramids 

b. News Assignment
c. Group Assignment

Information on assignments will be provided separately. 
Undergraduates: 

In addition to the course assignments above, undergraduates will have a take home midterm exam and a final exam 

Undergraduate Course Grade:

1. 25% -Assignments

2. 25% - Midterm (due 10/18)

3. 40% - Final   (due 12/14)

4. 10% - Discussion

Graduates:

In addition to the course assignments and exams, each graduate student will prepare a research paper. This paper will introduce a critical issue of aging, include a discussion of at least two theoretical perspectives in which to understand/frame/view the issue (8-12 pages).   This first portion of the student’s paper is due  October 18. 

The paper will continue discussing the issue through researching the literature and studies in the area concluding with specific policy recommendations or applications regarding the critical issue (20-25 pages in total).  An annotated bibliography is required.  Additional materials on annotated bibliographies may be found at Cornell’s online library “How to Prepare an Annotated Bibliography” at:  www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm   

Please use the ASA style for social sciences for citation, note, and reference format.   
Graduate Course Grade:

1. 25% - Assignments
2. 20% - Mid-term Paper (due 10/18)
3. 20% - Final Exam (due 12/14)
4. 30% - Paper  (due 12/05)

5. 5% - Discussion

Additional items: 

Recently plus/minus grading was introduced for graduate students and is calculated into a student’s GPA on the following scale:

A
4.0
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3.7

B+
3.3

B
3.0

B-
2.7

C+
2.3

C
2.0

F/WF
0.0

Students must achieve an overall GPA of at least 3.0 to complete a graduate program. I would encourage you to read the section on grades and continuing in the Graduate School in The Graduate School’s 2005-2006 Bulletin.

My grading philosophy:  I expect high quality work especially from graduate students.  A very good grade is a ‘B’.  For a student to achieve an ‘A’, the student must demonstrate a critical and analytical ability to integrate information and present all content in a highly sophisticate method.

Academic Honor Code
Students are expected to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy as outlined at http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/ and also located in the UNCG Student Handbook.  Each student will be required to sign the Academic Integrity Policy on all major work submitted for the course. I have cited the passage below:

Academic Integrity Pledge:

I have abided by the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy on this assignment.

Student’s Signature _______________________________________Date___________

Attendance: Attendance is expected. Students missing more than one class will have their final course grade reduced a full letter grade, students missing two classes will have their final course grade reduced two full letter grades, and so forth.  I may alter this rule in the face of medical or other unusual circumstances, but am under no obligation to do so.  

Submission of work:  
· All work is to be submitted to me via email by 5 p.m. on the date the assignment is due.  Emailed assignments must use the following convention in the subject line:  Last name-Assignment-date

· Late assignments will be down graded one-letter grade per 12 hour period late.  

· Please cc yourself a copy of your assignment

· Name your assignments using the following convention: Last name-Assignment

· All assignments must properly cite all works used. 

· Note the footnote below and use this format for page numbering, date, document title.
· Margins are to be no more than 1” with no more than 12 pt font

· Grading of assignments will include evaluation of grammar and spelling

· Not following the above will result in your paper not being read or graded
Distractions:  Please do not have your cell phones or pagers on during class.  Thank you.

Readings to be assigned:  

Tentative Schedule:

Week 1: 
August 20 – Introduction of Course and Demography of Aging
Week 2:
August 27- Population and Individual Aging
September 3 – Labor Day

Week 3:
September 10 – Investigating Principles of Aging with Social Insects : 


Guest Lecture by Olav Rueppell  

Week 4: 
September 17 –  Normal Aging 
Week 5:
September 24 –  Theoretical Frameworks 
Week 6:
October 1 –  Introducing the Silver Industries
Week 7:
October 8 – Physical Activity and Healthy Aging – Guest Lecture by Dr. 


William Karper

October 15 – Fall Break

Week 8:  
October 22 – The Life Course of Family Aging
Week 9:
October 29 – Faculty Reception

Week 10: 
November 5 – Medicare/Medicaid and Older Adults in the U.S. - Guest 


Lecture by Ms. Anne R Daniel
Week 11:
November 12 – Social Security and Public Policies for Older Adults in an 

International context

Week 12:
November 19 – Caregiving and Government Policies - Guest Lecture by 


Blair Barton-Percival

Week 13:
November 26 – The Older Worker and Retirement + student presentations
Week 14:
December 3 – Ethical Dilemmas and Decisions from individual, family and societal  perspectives

Week 15:
December 10 – Ageism and Elder Mistreatment  
J. I. Wassel
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