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· ANNOUNCEMENT
UNCG Gerontology Research Network Debuts in NC Medical Journal
- UNCG Gerontology Research Network participants made a splash debut in the September/October 2008 Healthy Aging in North Carolina issue of the North Carolina Medical Journal: a journal of health policy analysis and debate. The North Carolina Medical Journal reaches more than 36,000 health care and policy professionals directly and experiences over 50,000 website visits monthly, making it the most widely distributed health-focused journal in our state. We are pleased to have such a robust presence in this aging-targeted issue.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· LOCAL
Arrow Club @ UNCG
-Were you or someone you know just diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or some other form of memory loss? Are you fearful, uncertain, or worried?  There are programs that can help! The Arrow Club was developed to help older adults be healthy and enjoy life using a variety of research based programs run by nurses and recreation therapists and students from UNCG.
Location: UNCG Gateway Research Park, 5900 Summit Ave, Brown Summit, NC  Questions: Lin Buettner at UNCG 336-334-4131
Dates:  Every Friday 10:00-2:00, Beginning January 13th, 2009
Cost: $20-25.00 per session.  First session will be a free trial.
All participants must be assessed prior to starting this program. For additional information or to schedule an appointment please call Sue Fitzsimmons, MS, RN. 
Call:  336-334-4131 UNCG office – please leave us a message. e-mail: s_fitzsi@uncg.edu 

Piedmont Triad Council of Governments *Attached to E-mail*
-For your reading enjoyment, attached to the e-mail is the latest edition of the Ombudsman Program’s quarterly newsletter “The Advocate.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· STATE
Senior-Friendly Mecklenburg Council on Aging
-November is National Family Caregivers Month
-Senior Disaster Registry- Thursday, November 13, 2008 12:15 - 1:00 p.m. @ Public Library Movies and Music Room 
 Contact:  Mimi Curlee, 704-416-0106  
 Learn more about the free, voluntary, secure and confidential database designed to collect information from older adults and those with
 disabilities who may need assistance during an emergency or disaster.  Council on Aging will present this program.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· NATIONAL
AHRQ National Advisory Council Meeting Scheduled for November 7 
-The AHRQ National Advisory Council is scheduled to meet on Friday, November 7, at AHRQ's Eisenberg Conference Center in Rockville, MD. The Council will discuss patient-centered care, quality and value in health care, and updates for AHRQ's National Healthcare Quality Report and National Healthcare Disparities Report.  The meeting agenda is available on AHRQ’s Web site. http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/prevenix.htm





Meeting for Users of AHRQ CAHPS® and Patient Safety Culture Surveys on December 3-5 
-Register soon to attend AHRQ’s joint meeting for users of the Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (CAHPS) family of surveys and of the AHRQ patient safety culture surveys for hospitals, nursing homes, and medical offices on December 3-5. Registration is free and the meeting will be held at the Doubletree Paradise Valley Resort in Scottsdale, AZ. The main meeting will be December 4-5 and the CAHPS College will be on December 3. The CAHPS program develops standardized surveys of patients' experiences with health plans, medical groups, hospitals, nursing homes, individual clinicians, and other providers. The program also offers guidance on how to use the survey results to improve quality of care and report useful information to consumers. The patient safety culture surveys are tools that staff in hospitals, nursing homes, and medical offices can use to assess their patient safety culture, track changes in patient safety culture over time, and evaluate the impact of patient safety interventions. AHRQ released the hospital patient safety culture survey in ’04 & plans to issue the surveys for nursing homes and medical offices this fall. www.meetinglink.org/cahps-sops/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· ITEMS OF INTEREST
AARP “Lost Generation” Video
At the AARP Staff and Volunteer Summit in September, a video titled “Lost Generation” was shown without introduction, but that lack of explanation seemed to enhance its impact. The video is part of a contest called “U@50,” sponsored by AARP Academic Affairs and hosted on YouTube that encouraged young people to produce videos of what they imagined their life would be like at 50. The video, produced and submitted by Jonathan Reed, then a 26-year-old film student at Georgia State University, has had almost half a million hits on YouTube. The five winning videos including “Lost Generation” can be found at YouTube - Uat50's Channel. 

"WiWalk" which stands for "When I Was A Little Kid" (pronounced "We Walk")
-First senior playground in the country, opened September 2, 2008, in Midlothian, Virginia and planning to expand to every state without building a single building. Wiwalk is an new approach to learning again while reducing the rising global cost for insurance. 
-I, Richard L. Kent Jr., am looking for an organization to help me pilot my program across the country. (804-920-6977 cell) 
-"WiWalk" is a team sport playground designed to encourage people age 55 and up to live life to their fullest.  I wanted to create a playground for any senior, especially those seniors who are in a wheel chair or in a walker. Our innovative recreational and social activities are walk-pace sports (no running) games that we all played when we were children. My playground promotes independence, fun and therapy to a variety of needs designed just for our seniors. 
-My website is WiWalk Home Page. Please take the time to review every photo and discover how this program can provide savings for many companies while allowing every senior to re-experience their youth years at their own pace.  
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