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    Issue 5
· LOCAL
The UNCG School of Nursing (SON) Health Centers (Recently, a partnership with Well-Spring was established.)

-The new partnership has provided funds to expand services provided and achieve the following goals: Maintain and improve the quality of weekly clinic experiences, home visits, formal health education classes, and health fairs through systematic coordination of faculty/student activities and schedules, Engage other disciplines of study at UNCG to provide specialized expertise and improve the quality of life for residents. 

-The at-risk populations currently served by UNCG SON include residents of 410 GHA residential units designated for the elderly or near-elderly at Hall Towers, Gateway Plaza, and Hampton Homes.  This underserved population includes: Majority of elderly and disabled residents who have 3 or more chronic illnesses, Age of elderly residents is over 50 years, Majority of residents are widowed or divorced women, & Majority are recipients of Medicare and Medicaid 
-The SON would like to initiate contact with other disciplines of study at UNCG and invite faculty members who are interested creating a service-learning experience for their students to contact the coordinator, Suzanne Lineberry.  She will be able to answer any questions you have and help manage possible programs, practicum, projects, or interventions you may wish to incorporate into your curriculum among this population. 

-Suzanne Lineberry, CHES, Health Center Coordinator, UNCG School of Nursing, 336-420-9333, suzanne_lineberry@uncg.edu
Thanksgiving Dinner at the Potter's House (Urban Ministry) 

-In dire need of funds for their dinner this year. It will take about $12,000 and they only have about $2,500 so far. Thanksgiving fund supports dinner for thousands. For 20 years, a dedicated band of volunteers has served up a complete Thanksgiving dinner - from turkey and mashed potatoes to pumpkin pie - for the city's homeless, hungry, homebound, and elderly poor, serving over 4,000 meals each year.

-If you can help, please give as noted below: Gifts can be made by check or online. 

-The Thanksgiving Fund c/o Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro PO Box 20444, Greensboro, NC 27420 
  or in person at Foundation Place, 330 South Greene Street. 
-You can also give on-line http://www.cfgg.org/give/fund then select Thanksgiving Fund.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· STATE

AARP Internship Opportunity

-AARP North Carolina will have an internship position available for the 2009 spring semester.  This position will work to advance our state legislative agenda as well as the AARP federal legislative agenda.  The position will also assist us in carrying out events and activities associated with the national Divided We Fail campaign which focuses on addressing the critical issues of health care and financial security.  We would appreciate you sharing information about the internship with students in your programs. 

-The internship will last a minimum of 8 weeks and must be completed during the period of January 5 to May 29, 2009.  It can be for up to 21 hours per week, and the intern will receive a stipend.  Additional information about the internship and desired minimum education and work experience of candidates is listed below.  Candidates for the internship will need to be enrolled in their degree programs until at least May 2009.   

-If you have students who are interested in the internship or would like to find out more about this position, please have them contact me.
 Mary Bethel, Associate State Director for Advocacy, AARP North Carolina, 1511 Sunday Drive, Suite 312 Raleigh, N.C. 27607 

Telephone: (919) 508-0297 Fax: (919) 755-9684
Friends of Residents in Long Term Care
-On September 28th, Friends of Residents in Long Term Care initiated a kick-off campaign to build a wider grass- roots organization across the state of North Carolina. Friends is a state wide organization but suffers from lack of state wide recognition and state wide donors. 
-We are calling upon all of our friends to host a gathering at your home, or a community gathering at any site of your choosing.  Invite any size group that is comfortable for you for a social event - - a wine and cheese party, pot-luck evening, or even a barbeque.  In addition to being a social event, it would be a benefit for Friends of Residents in Long Term Care with the hopes of raising some operating funds for our Education and Public Policy efforts which go to advance the quality of life in residential long term care. A board member would be happy to attend and present a ten-minute appeal on behalf of the organization.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· NATIONAL
The National Consumer Voice for Quality Long Term Care 

NCCNHR released a Nov. 14, Public Policy Bulletin in which their transition goals to be considered by the incoming administration were outlined. These policy goals included recommendations to: 

-Require transparency and accountability in nursing home ownership and operations. 

-Strengthen the survey and enforcement process, including providing sufficient resources to the Centers for Medicare and  

  Medicaid Services and state regulatory agencies to improve their performance; addressing chronically bad performance in 
  individual nursing homes and chains; and improving the consumer complaint process. 

-Provide adequate resources and strengthen the long-term care ombudsman program. 

-Raise nurse staffing standards and provide the public accurate staffing information. 

-Ensure quality in federally funded home and community-based services.

This Bulletin also summarizes what happened in congress this year and what you can do now to support bills in the 111th congress. For the complete bulletin go to the Public Policy Bulletin.
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