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LOCAL
The Community Partnership for End of Life Care’s Forum

-Wednesday, February 25 Noon to 1:30 At The Williams Education and Counseling Center Hospice & Palliative Care Center

101 Hospice Lane • Winston-Salem NC, Lunch is available for $5.00
-WHEN IS ENOUGH….ENOUGH?

Dr. Richard Stephenson, Senior Vice President of Medical Services, HPCC
Dr. Duncan Hite, Director of Medical Intensive Care and Critical Care Research, WFUBMC
From diagnosis to death there are many junctions at which patients, families and physicians must make critical decisions. What is best for the patient? What does the patient want? Does the patient understand the implications of each choice along the way? Dr. Hite and

Dr. Stephenson will explore these questions and more during this thought-provoking dialogue.

-RSVP to The Community Partnership Line at 336 768-6157 ext. 622 or marilyn.barneycastle@hospicecarecenter.org



STATE
Ratings of care facilities will improve quality By: Bob Konrad

(This article appeared in the 12/25/08 Edition of the News and Observer as an op-ed piece.)

  RALEIGH - The new five-star rating system for nursing homes introduced last week by the federal government is a helpful guide for families needing to place a loved one in long-term care. The system provides a baseline comparison and summarizes extensive information already collected by regulators.

  As an independent, nonprofit organization committed to advancing the quality of life in residential long-term care, Friends of Residents in Long Term Care recognizes that no rating system is perfect. Ratings should never take the place of visiting homes and reading the facility survey reports that are public records.

  Compared with the nation, North Carolina has a slightly higher proportion of five-star homes and a substantially higher proportion of one-star homes. This suggests that if the state and the industry spent more time focusing on training and technical assistance for those facilities with poor ratings, overall quality could be substantially improved.

  Items measured in the ratings -- staffing levels, urinary tract infections, bedsores, use of restraints and unrelieved pain -- have been recognized as problems for years. For full article click here.
UNC Senior Leadership Initiative is a program of the UNC Institute on Aging

The UNC Senior Leadership Initiative is a program of the UNC Institute on Aging and is open to any person aged sixty and over, currently residing in North Carolina and having the potential to emerge as a statewide leader in aging. Between 3 and 5 applicants are expected to be selected to participate. Each leader will become involved in a year-long personal development plan and will implement an aging related project to provide a practical leadership experience that benefits both the participant and North Carolina's older adults. A stipend of $2,000 per participant is available to help defray the costs. 
The application deadline for the 2010 Class of Senior Leaders is February 28, 2009.

For more information about the program and to download the Senior Leadership Application go to:

http://www.aging.unc.edu/seniorleaders/index.html   
Questions: William Lamb, Associate Director for Public Service UNC Institute on Aging 919-843-8063 bill_lamb@unc.edu


NATIONAL

National Center on Senior Transportation University Student Scholars Program

The National Center on Senior Transportation (NCST) announces an opportunity for currently enrolled university students to conduct a project that relates to older adult transportation. Through this program, the NCST anticipates awarding a number of post-baccalaureate students with awards up to $3,000 per award to expand upon current transportation/mobility-related projects to benefit older adults and transportation service delivery networks. The product generated as part of this program will be used to contribute solutions to transportation challenges that older adults, their caregivers, and the communities where they reside face. 
The AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program Opens Feb. 3

The AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program, which begins accepting applications on Feb. 3, is open to low-income women 40 and older, with priority given to women who are in one of three categories: women raising the children of another family member, those in dead-end jobs and those who have been out of the paid workforce for an extended period. The scholarships, which range from $500 to $5,000, are used for tuition and books and are paid directly to the educational institution. The program has helped more than 500 women to date. The program, funded by AARP with generous support by the AARP Foundation Women’s Leadership Circle, is accepting applications through March 3. Applications are available online at www.aarpfoundationwlc.org .
Bay Area Filmmakers' Portraits of Aging with Feature Film Presentation followed by Opening Night & VIP Reception
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 Castro Theatre, San Francisco

 1pm "MATURE ROMANCE" SEGMENT    
 Bella Bella (27 min) Directed by Elizabeth Sher

   
 Sweet Old Song (57 min) Directed by Leah Mahan

 3:30pm "IMAGES OF WOMEN" SEGMENT
Inside/Out (10 min) Directed by Jennifer Petrucelli

    
Tillie Olsen: A Heart in Action (66 min) Directed by Annie Hershey

5:30pm Evening Features
Backseat Bingo (5 min) Produced by Liz Blazer

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21 AMC Van Ness 14 (San Francisco) and AMC Bay Street 16 (Emeryville)

 3pm — Theater 1
Marathon Woman (4 min) Directed by Kat Keene Hogue

   
Mabel's Saga (15 min) Directed by JoDee Samuelson

    
Hats Off (83 min) Directed by Jyll Johnstone

 3pm — Theater 2
Gotta Dance (94 min) Directed by Dori Berinstein

 7pm — Theater 1
Nine Good Teeth (80 min) Directed by Alex Halpern

 7pm — Theater 2
203 Days (26 min) Directed by Bailey Barash

    
The Self-Made Man (60 min) Directed by Susan Stern

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 AMC Van Ness 14 (San Francisco) and AMC Bay Street 16 (Emeryville)

 2pm — Theater 1
The Wednesdays (13 min) Directed by Conor Ferguson

   
 Do Not Go Gently (56 min) Directed by Melissa Godoy

 2pm — Theater 2
Rue du Retrait (Street of Seclusion) (90 min) Directed by Rene Feret

 5pm — Theater 1
88 Years in the Closet (28 min) Directed by Peter Shafron

    
Girl Inside (70 min) Directed by Maya Gallu

 5pm — Theater 2
Pieces of My Wife Directed by Frederic Pelle

    
The Art of Aging (L'Art de Vieillir) (75 min) Directed by Jean Luc Raynaud
Alzheimer's Association: Public Policy Forum

-Our Forum program will provide you with key arguments and talking points to persuade legislators to make Alzheimer's a national priority. Hear about findings from the Alzheimer Study group and implications for our cause as well as the most current research on Alzheimer's.
-We're counting on at least one advocate from every U.S. congressional district to come to our Public Policy Forum. View our congressional map to see where your district currently stands. Step up and be counted in the fight against Alzheimer's!

-Register today and save The early bird registration fee is only $175. Be sure to register by Feb. 6 to secure this rate. Also, for every three fully paid registrants in your group a fourth will receive free registration. 
-Visit our registration page www.alz.org/publicpolicyforum or call Darnella Harris at 312.335.5833.

-For more information about the Public Policy Forum, please contact: E-mail Address: publicpolicyforum@alz.org



ITEMS OF INTEREST
PUBLIC POLICY & AGING E-NEWSLETTER *Attached to E-mail*
Volume 3, Number 1, January 2009
This bimonthly e-newsletter highlights key developments and viewpoints in the field of aging policy from a wide variety of sources, including articles and reports circulating in the media, academy, think tanks, private sector, government and nonprofit organizations.

The goal of this email publication is to reach teachers, students, and citizens interested in aging-related issues, especially those who may not have sufficient access to policy information disseminated both in Washington and around the country.
AHRQ News and Numbers Newsletter *Attached to e-mail*

January 16, 2009, Issue #269

  About 11 million Americans under age 65 purchased individual health insurance policies at some point in 2006, but only 7 million were covered by these policies for the full year.   The 4 million people who had individual health insurance policies for part of the year were covered for about six months on average.   [Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, MEPS, Statistical Brief #227 : Length of Coverage in the Individual Health Insurance Market for the Non-Elderly U.S. Population, 2006 .]

  Newsletter Headlines: -Use of atypical antipsychotic drugs increases risk of sudden cardiac death in adults

-AHRQ announces new Web site on emerging issues in medical therapeutics

-Errors involving chemotherapy medications common in outpatient cancer treatment

-New AHRQ tool estimates transportation needs in emergency situations

-AHRQ’s Health Care Innovations Exchange to host Web conference on engaging stakeholders

-AHRQ issues two Funding Opportunity Announcements
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