HDFS 653: CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH IN FAMILY STUDIES
SPRING 2011

Instructor: Dr. Heather Helms
165-E Stone Building
256-0129
Office Hours: by appointment
E-Mail Addressheather helms@uncg.edu

Course Meeting Time: Thursday, 1:00-3:50 pm, Stone 246

Blackboard Course Web Page:

A web page for the course can be accessed throlagkliard, http://blackboard.uncg.edu.

The website contains a variety of information, inithg a copy of the syllabus, course readings,
student grades, handouts, and several links tao sites relevant to this class.

Course Description:

This course is designed to provide an interdiscgyly introduction to issues pertaining to family
studies, including the substantive foci that haglel Ilscholars’ attention in recent years, the
theoretical lenses scholars have used to framerds®arch, and the various methods employed
to study families. In addition to these goals, pédo encourage you to think critically about
family research through writing, integrating reagfinand lively discussion.

Student Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the course, you should be able to:

1. Synthesize, critically analyze, and apply mapmceptual and substantive findings
and identify key methodological issues in the statifamilies.

2. ldentify, critically analyze, and apply the tdinutions of at least five major family
studies scholars.

These goals will be evidenced through both youttemiwork and oral contributions in class.

Readings:
. Course readings are located in the Readings fald8lackboard.

«  Optional Text: Publication Manual of the AmericasyBhological Association,"s
Edition.



Course Requirements:

Seminar Format Class will be conducted in a seminar format. Thaans that we will do a lot
of reading and discussing. Although I will be imacge of leading discussion (assuming the role
of integrator and facilitator), | expect that youlwome to class having read the assigned
materials and prepared to engage in discussiotpdat students to demonstrate professional
responsibility by attending class and being readyegin class on time. Class participation will
be part of how you are evaluated, so it's importhat you keep up with the readings, ask good
guestions, think critically about the readings, andtribute your thoughts to class discussion.

| recommend the following process to adequatelpare for class:

a. Read each article the first time without takingesmsive notes; highlighting
the major points can be helpful, but the focusnigetting a general sense for
the material including the purpose of the articid &ey findings/points.

b. Now go over each article a second time with thd gbtaking notes by
outlining the content of the article and/or summiag the required
information. Using a chart or template can ofterhklpful for this step, and
I've provided templates to use in the “Reading Rede Articles” sub folder
of the Course Materials folder in BB.

C. Once your notes/templates are complete, review foethe key trends in
topics, findings, gaps (e.g., what has and hadbeeh studied), discrepancies
in the readings, etc.; identify any questions tieate resulted for you from
this review.

Through reading in this manner and using a senfiararat, the course emphasizes the
development of three fundamental skills. The apbttt

* summarize and evaluate theoretical perspectivempirical research in family
studies;

» critically analyze and synthesize across a vaoétgadings; and

e communicate ideas in a variety of oral and wrifamats.

Course Prerequisites There are several prerequisites for this cofigea vivid scholarly
imagination — that is, being able to think, reau arite like an advanced student of human
development and family studies; (2) an awarenes®wfto do research in human development
and family studies — that is, being familiar withaange of research methods and analysis
techniques; (3) an intellectual curiosity with agian for learning new ways of thinking, doing,
and being, (4) and the desire to grow as a scholdindependent thinker.

Class Participation Class meetings are designed with the primary perpbsffering an
opportunity to discuss key issues raised in thdings and make inquiries into the assigned
topic. Class participation is a very important pHrthe learning process in this course. For each
class, you are expected to be thoroughly familidin ¥he reading assignments and taabevely
involved in class discussions. You are expectembitdribute insightful, integrative comments
and thoughtful questions, while respecting thetdagif other class members as participants.
Relevant theoretical and applied issues shouldised. Class attendance is mandatory. Each of




you is required to contribute to the learning ofiyoolleagues. It is impossible to do this without
being in class. In the event of an absence youbgillequired to write a two-page (single-
spaced) paper summarizing the content of the weskterial. If it is a planned absence, the
paper is due to me the day of class. If it is aplaimned absence, the paper is due by the
following class period. Missing more than one cldissng the term or habitual tardiness
represents a serious deficiency and will resuét grade reduction.

Reading Assignments Reading assignments are given to facilitate &ldaandation for the
material and to stimulate further inquiry and inigestion. As such, everyone is expected to read
and take careful notes on all assigned materiall. 8wuld be prepared to discuss the reading
materials in class, particularly the underlyingiss'themes addressed by the material, and the
utility of the content for the study of family rél@anships. To understand the readings in the
manner requires more than a cursory glance of skignorf the articles. Adequate preparation
requires giving yourself enough time to read thelas closely, take notes on the articles, and
think in advance about the main points of the negsland how they fit together.

How will you be evaluated?

This course is intended to be a rigorous acadexrmperence. You will be expected to master
substantive scholarship, as well as to hone yaills s critical thinking and

oral and written expression. The following exersiaee designed to both develop and assess
your understanding of the concepts and issues eeahtihroughout the course and to illustrate
that understanding through reference to the asdiggaalings and class activities.

There will be four types of assignments as pathisfcourse.

(1) The first type of assignment involvagendance, preparation for class and class
participation. A graduate course is successful only in sodgvaticipants take the opportunity
to read assigned readings carefully and criticatigg come prepared to discuss the readings and
their own ideas, reactions and questions abouteidings. Depending on your background you
may have to go over the readings several times.

One method of generating discussion in a seminaiseds to bring ideas and questions that you
have about the readings to the attention of otimeifse class. To facilitate discussion and to
encourage you to read the course materials thaufhtf will require that you hand in

“Reflection Memos” for each set of readings on days that you areunoirtg in a reaction

paper. These memos, which shoulchbéonger than 2 paragraphs, are intended to provoke you
to think seriously about the readings and to théfudjiz prepare for class discussion. You may
submit either (1) a brief list of the central quess, thoughts, and debates raised by the readings,
or (2) a short analysis of the main arguments afhtbsThe memos are due via email by

9:00 am on the day of the corresponding class sessi | ask that you also bring a hard copy to
class as the memos will be used as guide for digssssion. As the course moves along, | will
be especially interested in memo content that poisther ideas across readings and topics that
we are covering. Reflection memwsl not be accepted late. (Note: Computer problems are not
an acceptable excuse. Plan ahead and don’t widithelast minute to email your assignment.)

Reflection Memos will be graded on/a, /, v+ basis and will be factored into your class
discussion grade.



Good participation includes commenting on or ra@gsiaestions about the material, introducing
related information from this course, other course®ther relevant experiences, and responding
to others’ comments (e.g., asking for clarificatietaboration, agreeing, disagreeing, etc). My
expectation is that every student participatesacheclass to some extent. Participation will be
graded based on both theality andquantity of active class participation. A high level of das
participation (attendance plus good comments, guesstintegration and synthesis across
readings, and other demonstrations of criticalkimg, etc.) is important. If you need to miss
more than one class during the term, it will préggablems in terms of passing. | believe
missing 6 hours of class experience presents ttempal for a serious deficiencyttendance,
preparation for class, and participation in class @cussion is worth 10 points

(2) Part of my job this semester is to teach yow tmbe an independent scholar, thinker, leader,
and facilitator. Learning how to lead class disoms at a level that encourages critical thinking
and discussion is a skill that you will develop otime but will begin tackling this semester. To
help you develop this important skill, studentd Wwé responsible fantroducing the topic for

the day and leading discussioifwith my assistance) for one class session. ifnrtie, you will

be responsible for giving a 10-15 minute “set ttage” introduction that puts the readings in
context. Depending on the set of readings thatayeuntroducing, you may want to present
some complementary research that the class wauddriteresting, show an example of popular
press or on-line discourse on the topic and compamérast with our readings, present a measure
used in family research on a relevant topic, pregenmaterial about the phenomenon of interest
from the point of view of a different culture, mtégrate a session topic with a current political
issue, policy issue or debate. | leave this ta ymagination but do ask that this introduction in
no way be a summary of the reading...which we all nave read. Rather, it should be a
provocative, intellectually engaging, substantstenulating “kick-off” session to our

discussion. Following this, | will give a brieftnaduction to the readings, providing some
background and my take on what the main points¥ava.will be in charge (with my help) of
leading discussion.

Leading discussion means thinking in advance albete you want the conversation to go and
making sure it goes there. Be sure that your glaitearly relevant to the topic and readings at
hand. | suggest you start by having studentseflgat on the major contributions of the readings
to our understanding of families and 2) discussnlost exciting, surprising, or interesting
aspects of the readings. (Note: If the empiricatlas include sophisticated research
methodology or statistics, you should plan to spsorde time clarifying these details with my
help.) For this initial segment of class discussiahlike us to focus on the positive elements of
the articles—eliminate criticism. However, afteg’'we nailed down the contributions of the
readings, the discussion may indeed turn critida.further facilitate discussion you may want
to come in with a list of questions or provocatoeenments to use if the conversation lags or
gets off track. | especially want us to be puttiogether ideas from various parts of the course,
so your questions should be designed in part towgage thatl would like to meet with each
facilitator to get a sense of your plans in persoar via email no later than the Friday prior

to your class.This means that you need to have completed the readings prior to your meeting

with me and have a plan (outline draft) in place that we can discuss. You must turn in the

final outline of your plan for facilitation and copies of any visual aids at the end of the class



session you facilitate. Your class introduction andliscussion leader exercise is worth 10
points.

(3) Reaction Papers:To further develop your critical thinking skilldyé¢ second assignment is
to write a series of reaction papers about theimgad These are short, two-page integrative and
critical responses to all the readings assigned fgiven weekYou are required to write 3 of
these papersThese papers are not to be a summary of theesticther they should include
thoughts, ideas, and questions about the readimje@w they fit together. You may consider
comparing or contrasting the results of variousligts; note the strengths and weaknesses of the
research and how weaknesses might be addressatippbguestions that the readings raised for
you or ideas for future research, draw connectimta/een the current readings and previous
readings or current events in the media, poiniraptications for clinical work with families,
program development, policy, your own research,B¢ccreative, but in doing so be sure that
you integrate each of the readings and clearly ainate mastery of the material. (A grading
rubric is available for you to view and downloadBB.) | would like everyone to hand in (via
email by 9:00 am) a reaction paper for the week dfebruary 10" to ensure timely progress

on meeting this requirement and to ensure that | povide early feedback on both your

thinking and your writing. Please choose any twodaditional weeks (before or after this

date), based on your interest in the material andgur schedule, to write the remaining
reaction papers. Each paper is worth 10 points and due no later tha®am on the day of

the corresponding class sessiorThese papers are worth a total of 30 points.

(4) Paper and Presentation ProjectThroughout the semester, | would like each of ywhe
working on a project comprised of two parts.

a. First, al15-20 page integrative review papeis required. This paper provides an
opportunity for you to thoughtfully examine andticpie current research that
addresses a particular area of family studiesythatfind intriguing. You are
encouraged to use this paper as an opportunityctasfyour thesis or to pursue a
topic of professional interest. Alternatively, ymay choose to focus your review on
one of the key figures in the field of family stadj comprehensively review what he
or she has written over the course of their caggrin touch with the person (if
possible) and interview them about how they gariedted in the area, where his or
her work is going in the future, etc. Examplesid (but are in no way limited to):
Paul Amato, Cheryl Buehler, Rosemary Blieszner n@engtson, Pauline Boss,
Alan Booth, Ann Crouter, Dave Demo, Glen Elder, K&me, Ted Huston, Mike
Johnson, Larry Kurdek, Harriet McAdoo, Velma McRBritflurray, Bob Milardo,
Mark Roosa, Cathy Surra, and Alexis Walker. (Yaayroheck the NCFR website
for a list of “Fellows” who are selected by the angzation for their outstanding
contributions to the field of family studies.)

Regardless of the format you choose, the revievempsipould highlight the
theoretical underpinnings, key findings, and cuég of the research on your topic or
the body of work undertaken by your chosen fantlyadar. You will identify a
research problem/question, provide an overvievelg@vant theories, and summarize
and critique relevant research. The final papeukhbe 10 to 15 pages of text (plus
references), be in APA format (typed, 12pt fonirndh margins, appropriate title



page, headings, and references), and includesitl®&aeferences, minimally 12 of
which must be empirical articles. You are expettedite articles from peer-
reviewed sources such &hild Development, Developmental Psychology, Family
Relations, Journal of Family Issues, Journal of Family Psychology, Journal of
Marriage and the Family, etc The paper should be a polished piece of work (i.e.,
correct grammar and spelling, logical, easy to y¢taat resembles the introduction of
an empirical article.

Your topic should be broad enough to be of intetast narrow enough that you can
focus in on a tightly related set of empirical @ds for review and get into some
depth about relevant theory and research. Theafrygur grade will be based on
your ability to summarize, explain, critique, amdleigrate original empirical articles.
Be sure to address the underlying mechanisms/mesd¢lat explain reported
associations, point out controversies, acknowldgdgdimitations of prior research,
and identify next steps for research. (A gradingiais available for you to view and
download in BB.) Your integrative review paper is worth 30 points.

b. The second part of your assignment is to compldi@ a12 minuteral
presentation The focus of this presentation should stem fyonr review paper and
highlight theoretical underpinnings, key findingstiques and future direction
regarding the research on your topic. You wilelxeected to create a PowerPoint
presentation for your oral presentatiorour presentation is worth 10 points.

Presentations will occur on April 14" and 21st. Your paper is due via email on
April 28™ by 1:00pm.

In order to facilitate your work on the project,uywill be required tdhand in a 1-2
page topic prospectus and rationale on February 1itvia email attachment due
by 1:00pm, followed by adetailed outline and reference list on March 17th (via
email attachment, due by noon).Your prospectus/rationale and
outline/reference list are each worth 5 points.

Taken together, these assignments account for $@4uo final grade.

Grading Summary

Class Preparation and Participation 10 points
Introducing and Leading Discussion 10 points
3 Weekly Reaction Papers @ 10 points each 3agoin
Rationale/Prospectus 5 points
Detailed Outline/Reference List 5 points
Integrative Review Paper 30 points
Oral Presentation 10 points
TOTAL 100 points



Summary of Dates to Remember

Fe
Fe

bruary 10: Reaction Paper due
bruary 17: Paper Rationale/Prospectus due

March 17: Paper Outline/reference list due
April 14 & 21: Presentations
April 28: Final Paper due

As

signments handed in any time after the due daddime will be automatically docked

5 percentage points for each day (including weekkays). Late is defined as work that
is turned in_anytime after the assigned deadlirge,(roon, 5:00 pm, etc.)

Assigning Grades

Grades will be determined by the following criteria

C level work:

1.

Bl

Demonstrated comprehension and clearly writtehveerbally articulated
understanding of important substantive, theoreteradl methodological concepts, but
a failure to critically and accurately apply thesacepts.

C-: C level work but one of the following: 2 or neanstances of inaccuracy; poorly
written material such that the key points cannoaseertained.

C+: C level work but the material is particularlgMwritten or excellent examples are
given.

evel work:

. Demonstrated comprehension and clearly wrdtahverbally articulated

understanding of important substantive, theoreteradl methodological concepts.

. Ability to compare and contrast the charactessdf substantive, theoretical, and

methodological concepts as well as to understasah #nd represent them clearly in
writing and speaking.

. Demonstrate the ability to select the most saientent (based on theory and

research) and to critically integrate and disctss i

B-: B level work but 2 or more instances of ina@myr or some unclear articulation
within the body of describing key points.

B+: B level work but the material is particularheli+written or excellent examples are
given. Also might show a particularly strong justition for the selection of content
for critical analysis and discussion.

A level work:

1.

2.

Demonstrated comprehension and clearly wratahverbally articulated
understanding of important substantive, theoreteradl methodological concepts.
Ability to compare and contrast the charactiessdf substantive, theoretical, and
methodological concepts as well as to understaewh #ind represent them clearly in
writing and speaking.



3.

4.

Demonstrate the ability to select the mosesalcontent (based on theory and
research) and to critically and integrate and disau

The ability to synthesize and apply contempocancept knowledge in ways that
enable the student to propose new theoreticaioakdtips, potential areas for
substantive focus and application to a given cdntgpplied setting, or research
methodology.

A-: A level work but 2 or more instances of unclaaticulation within the body of
describing key points.

Students can earn an F through chronic late wary pttendance, or poorly written
work that shows almost no comprehension of thessuaraterial.

Grading Scale Cutoffs

Grading Scale (Percentage Based)

93-100 A
90-92.99 A-
87-89.99 B+
83-86.99 B
80-82.99 B-
77-79.99 C+
73-76.99 C
70-72.99 C-
less than 70 F

Course Policies

1.

Academic Integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity free from@ichand deception
and is an educational objective of this institutigiolating academic integrity is
considered a serious offense by the universityisteated accordingly. Professional
guidelines will be followed in instances of acadewlishonesty. These include the
assignment of the professorial penalty of “F” foe tourse and the report of the
offense to Student Affairs. Academic dishonestyudes, but is not limited to,
cheating on exams, having unauthorized possestiexams, fabricating information
or citations, facilitating the academic dishonestpthers, submitting work that was
previously submitted in another class (i.e., idaitpapers, etc.), and plagiarism.
Plagiarism includes using someone’s work as your amd using published material
without adequate referencing. See me if you aree@wed about the definition of
plagiarism.Students are expected to read, sign and hand iAtaelemic Integrity
Statement” found on Blackboard.

Disability Accommodations. Disabilities that require special accommodatiothbe
addressed after | receive verification from thei€ffof Disability Services. After

seeing this office, please let me know what | canadfacilitate your comfort and

learning.



3. Emergencies. If you have any emergency that interferes wihryability to complete
the work in this course, please see me immediatélyou cannot come for a
scheduled appointment, please contact me aheadef My office phone number
and email address is listed on the front pageetttlabus.

4. Extracredit: Given the extensive opportunity to be graded variety of formats in
this course, extra credit is not an option. If ytend class regularly and come
prepared to discuss the readings you will have arapportunity to earn points that
will contribute significantly to your overall grade



HDFS 653: CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH IN FAMILY STUDIES
AGENDA AND READINGS*
*Reading posted for weeks 1 & 2 only. All other radings will be posted in BB after the
start of the semester.

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE AND PARTICIPANTS
WEEK 1
JAN 13

Allen, K. R. (2000). A Conscious and Inclusive Fgrtudies.Journal of Marriage and
Family, 62: 4-17. doi: 10.1111/j.1741-3737.2000.00004.x

Walker, A. J. (2000). Refracted knowledge: Viegviamilies through the prism of social
science.Journal of Marriage and Family, 62, 595-608.

CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES ON FAMILY STUDIES:
TRENDS AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

WEEK 2
JAN 20

Burton, L. M., Bonilla-Silva, E., Ray, V., Buckele®. and Hordge Freeman, E. (2010). Critical
Race Theories, Colorism, and the Decade's ResearElamilies of ColorJournal of Marriage
and Family, 72: 440-459. doi: 10.1111/j.1741-3737.2010.00712.x

Cherlin, A. J. (2010). Demographic Trends in thetéthStates: A Review of Research in the
2000s.Journal of Marriage and Family, 72: 403-419. doi: 10.1111/j.1741-3737.2010.00710.x

Coontz, S. (2000). Historical perspectives onifastudies. Journal of Marriage and the
Family, 62, 283-297.

O'Brien, M. (2005). Studying individual and famdgvelopment: Linking theory and research.
Journal of Marriage and Family, 67, 880-890.

FORMING PARTNERSHIPS

WEEK 3 Student Facilitator:
JAN 27

COHABITATION AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

WEEK 4 Student Facilitator:
FEB 3
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MARRIAGE
**REACTION PAPER #1 DUE BY 9 AM VIA EMAIL ***

WEEK 5 Dr. Helms facilitates
FEB 10

NO CLASS SESSION/QUINT STATE CONFERENCE
**TOPIC PROSPECTUS/RATIONALE DUE BY 1:00PM VIA EMA [L***

WEEK 6
FEB 17

DIVORCE, REMARRIAGE AND PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS

WEEK 7 Student Facilitator:

FEB 24

PARENTING AND PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS
ACROSS THE LIFE COURSE

WEEK 8 Student Facilitator:

MAR 3

WEEK OF MARCH 10 ™: SPRING BREAK

HOW DOES THE GENDER OF PARENTS MATTER
FOR PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS?
**OUTLINE AND REFERENCE LIST DUE**
**VIA EMAIL ATTACHMENT BY NOON**

WEEK 9 Student Facilitator:

MAR 17
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UNDERSTANDING FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS IN DIVERSE CONTE XTS |

WEEK 10 Stant Facilitator:

MAR 24

UNDERSTANDING FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS IN DIVERSE CONTE XTSI

Student Facilitator:

WEEK 11
MAR 31
WORK AND ECONOMIC REALITIES OF FAMILY LIFE

WEEK 12 Student Facilitator:
APR 7

*STUDENT PRESENTATIONS**
WEEK 13
APR 14

*STUDENT PRESENTATIONS**
WEEK 14
APR 21

*NO CLASS SESSION**
*EFINAL PAPER DUE VIA EMAIL ATTACHMENT**
** TO DR. HELMS BY 1PM ON THURSDAY 4/28**

WEEK 15
APR 28

NOTES: THERE IS NO FINAL EXAM FOR THIS CLASS.
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