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|HDF 302: Infant and Child Development in the Family

Fall 2007

Tuesdays & Thursdays 11 – 12:15

EBER 284

Instructor: Linda L. Hestenes, PhD    


Teaching Assistant: Bridget Hatfield, MS


Phone: 256-0093




Phone: 334-4382


Email:llhesten@uncg.edu



Email: Behatfie@uncg.edu


Office: 158 Stone Building 



Office: 131 Stone Building


Office Hours: Tues 1 – 3 pm & by appointment
Office Hours: Wed 10:30 – 12

Purpose:  The purpose of this course is to give students a broad overview of theories and research relevant to infant and child development.  We will focus on physical, cognitive, and social/emotional development from conception through middle childhood, and will explore the role of family, culture, peers, and school in shaping development.

Format: The class will consist of lectures, small and large group discussion, and small group activities.  

Required Readings:  

Berk, L. A. (2008). Infants and children, 6th ed. Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc. (available at the university bookstore)

Required Readings available on e-reserve (listed alphabetically)

Breslin, D. (2005). Children’s capacity to develop resiliency. Young Children, 60 (1), 47 – 52. {e-reserves}

Calb, C.  (2003). Treating the tiniest patients. In E. N. Junn & C. J. Boyatzis (Eds.), Annual editions: Child growth and development, (14th edition, pp. 5-7). IA: McGraw Hill. {e-reserves}
Gallagher, K. C. (2005). Brain research and early childhood development: A primer for developmentally appropriate practice. Young Children, 60 (4), 12 – 20. {e-reserves}

Johnson, M. C. (2000). The view from the wuro: A guide to child rearing for Fulani parents. In 


J. DeLoache and A. Gottlieb (Eds.), A world of babies: Imagined childcare guides for 


seven societies. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. {e-reserves}
Objectives of the Course:

Students will demonstrate: 

1. Knowledge and recognition of the theories and principles of young children’s development, growth, and learning in the areas of sensorimotor, cognitive, adaptive, language/communication, social, aesthetic, emotional, and physical development.

2. Knowledge of the various stages and substages of growth and development in infants and children, the unique patterns with which children progress through these stages, and the factors that distinguish the wide range of typical from atypical development.

3. Knowledge of the conditions that affect children’s development and learning and potential impacts of general and specific disabilities, delays, and risk factors on different domains of development.

4. Knowledge of the interaction between biological and environmental factors that have a direct influence on and that place the child at risk for developmental delay or disability.

5. Knowledge of the developmental consequences of stress and trauma, protective factors and resilience, the development of mental health, and the importance of social relationships.

6. Knowledge of the inter-relationships among culture, language, and thought and of the function of home language in the development of young children.

7. Respect for and appreciation of differences in family structures, culturally and linguistically diverse children, and the need to support home-language preservation and to promote anti-bias approaches.

8. Awareness that children learn in holistic, rather than fragmented, ways and of the inextricable link between communication skills and the quality of concrete experience provided through early, concept forming activities.

9. Knowledge of the inter-relatedness of all domains of human development for both typical and atypical children.

10. Knowledge of the foundations for professional development, positive attitudes toward children and families, awareness of the values of strong commitment toward continuous, life-long study of the learning of infants and children.

11. Knowledge of children’s varied learning environments and strategies that facilitate learning, development, and independence in infants and toddlers.

12. Knowledge that parents are the first and constant teachers for their children.

13. Knowledge of the impact that parents have on young children’s learning and development.

14. Knowledge of signs of emotional distress, child abuse, and neglect in young children and know one’s responsibility and the procedures for reporting known or suspected abuse or neglect to appropriate authorities. 

15. Knowledge of the impact that children developing typically or atypically have on family dynamics and parent-child interaction.

16. Knowledge of the history of the field of child development and the education of infants and children.

17. Knowledge of the trends, issues, and research in early intervention efficacy and early childhood education.

18. Appreciation of professional attitudes in seeking new knowledge and experience by staying abreast of current professional literature, participating in research seminars, staff development, lectures, professional organizations that foster learning, and by communicating with knowledgeable individuals.  

19. Appreciation of personal values and an adherence to a professional code of ethics related to educational, social service and medical interventions with young children and their families.

20. Knowledge of the role of teacher as a researcher, decision-maker, advocate, and consultant.

21. Knowledge of federal and state legislation affecting young children and their families.

22. Appreciation of attitudes that indicate respect for diverse cultural values and family structures.

23. Appreciation of attitudes that focus and build on strengths of the children and families rather than emphasize weaknesses.

24. Skills in observing, recording, analyzing, and using data gathered from and about children engaged in real, concrete, play-oriented activities in their own daily learning environments. 

Student Expectations:
Attendance is expected 

In order to learn the concepts and engage in class activities, students must attend class regularly. Attendance will be tracked and graded through sign in sheets, the use of pop quizzes, and in class activities as explained below. Attendance may also affect your performance on exams and other assignments given much of the material that is covered in lecture goes beyond what is included in assigned readings. 

Additional expectations
We expect that students will contribute and actively participate in class activities. Please arrive on time to class. Assignments are due at the start of class and will be considered late once class has begun. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting notes from fellow students and obtaining any assignments or handouts. Be sure your beeper or cell phone is turned off before class begins. We expect cell phones to remain off during class (no text messaging or emailing). If you decide to bring a laptop computer to class in order to take notes please be sure to not disrupt the learning environment of those around you. Information displayed on the laptop should only pertain to class material. You are not to complete other work, check or send email, or engage in tasks not directly related to the current class session. Students who violate this rule will not be permitted to use a laptop during class. 
Please show respect to others in the classroom and remain on topic during group discussions. You may refer to UNCG’s policy on disruptive behavior in the classroom at: http://deanofstudents.uncg.edu/policy/disruptive.pdf 
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact us as soon as possible.

Read before class

Reading assignments should be completed by the day they are listed in the syllabus.  Your ability to actively participate in class activities will depend on your having completed the assigned readings.  Unannounced quizzes will be based in part on content from assigned readings. 

Papers should be polished

Students are expected to thoroughly check all written work for grammatical and spelling errors.  In addition, you are responsible for any lost/misplaced assignments.  Always have a back-up copy of written assignments on disk in the event that they are misplaced and need to be reprinted.  Maintain a copy of graded assignments until final grades are posted in the event of clerical errors.

Academic Integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity free from fraud and deception and is an educational objective of this institution. Violating academic integrity is considered a serious offense by the university and is treated accordingly. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on exams, fabricating information or citations, facilitating the academic dishonesty of others, and submitting the work of another person as your own (plagiarism).  For additional information, go to http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/ .  Students must write the following statement on their child observation paper and sign their names: I HAVE ABIDED BY THE UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY ON THIS ASSIGNMENT. Academic dishonesty may result in a failing grade for exams, the paper, the entire course, or suspension or expulsion from the university.

 

University Sanctioned Activities:  Students who miss class due to participation in university-sanctioned activities must identify themselves prior to missing class and make arrangements to complete missed work. Missed work must be made up within 1 week or the student will receive a zero on the assignment/activity/quiz.  In addition, students must provide us with a copy of their travel schedule. 
Late Policy: The child observation paper is to be turned in on time and in paper format (not through email or in an electronic format). The only excuses for late assignments are events that are out of the student’s control (e.g., major illness, death of loved one). In this case, I must be notified as soon as possible so other arrangements can be made.  In all other cases, there will be a 10% point-reduction per day for late work, and work will not be accepted (i.e., it will be scored a zero) if it is more than 3 days late (weekends count toward this number).

Exam Policy: There will be no make-ups for missed exams, if an emergency arises and you miss an exam you may take the final exam and replace that grade with the exam that was missed. If the university is closed due to inclement weather on an exam day, the exam will be given during the next scheduled class day. 

Evaluation and Grading: Grades will be based on 4 exams, in class activities/quizzes/attendance, and a paper.  Each is explained below.


Exams: Exams will consist of multiple choice questions.  Exams during the semester are not cumulative.  Exams will draw from content covered in the text, additional readings, and lectures.  Each exam is worth 100 points, and as a whole, exams account for 73% of your total grade.  A final exam will be optional and can replace an existing exam score or can count toward an exam which was missed during the semester. The final exam will be December 18th from 12 noon to 3 pm. The final exam will be cumulative. 
In class quizzes/activities/attendance: Random pop quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  Students will earn a 0 if they are absent, 1 point if they are present, plus additional points for each quiz item that is answered correctly. In addition, there will be a variety of in class group activities throughout the semester which require turning in a completed piece of work at the end of the activity. Students will earn a 0 if they are absent, 1 point if they are present, and additional points based on the quality of their work. One missed quiz or in class activity will be dropped, all others will count toward your final grade. Students who miss quizzes administered at the beginning of class because they are late will not be allowed to complete the quiz and will earn a score of 0. Attendance will be taken at each class session – please be sure you sign the attendance sheet at the beginning of each class. Quizzes/activities/attendance will be worth a combined total of 50.  


Child Observation Paper: You will observe a child approximately 1 ½ to 5 years old and write a brief (3-4 pages; not including the reference page) paper integrating what you observed with course material.  Detailed instructions appear in Appendix A.  This paper must be typed, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins on all sides.  You must attach your detailed observation notes. This paper will be graded based on content, your ability to effectively integrate your observations with relevant course material, organization, grammar, and style. This paper is worth 100 points, approximately 18% of your final grade. A draft of this paper must be brought to class on Nov 6th for peer review.  The final paper is due November 20th.

Grading: Final grades will be calculated as follows:

Assignment








Points
Exam 1……………………………………………………………………….100

Exam 2……………………………………………………………………….100

Exam 3……………………………………………………………………….100

Exam 4……………………………………………………………………….100

In class quizzes/activities/attendance…………………….…….…………......50
Child Observation Paper……………………………………………………..100

Total………………………………………………………………………….550
Course Grade: Points Earned/Grade__________________________________________________

534-550          A+
479- 494
B+
424 - 439
C+
369 - 384
D+


512- 533
A
457 - 478
B
402 - 423
C
347 - 368
D

495-511
A-
440 - 456
B-
385 - 401
C-
330 - 346
D-

 0 – 329
F
Teachers Academy Conceptual Framework Mission Statement:  The mission of the professional education at UNCG is to prepare and support the professional development of caring, collaborative, and competent educators who work in diverse settings.  This mission is carried out in an environment that nurtures the active engagement of all participants, values individual as well as cultural diversity and recognizes the importance of reflection and integration on theory and practice.  UNCG’s professional education programs are guided by shared commitments to:  (a) equity and excellence in teaching, research and service; (b) professional integrity and ethical deliberation in dealing with students and colleagues (university-based, school-based, and community based); (c) the construction of a professional knowledge base through collaboration and collegiality; and (d) the dissemination of professional knowledge, skills and dispositions through the preparation and continuing professional development of teachers, principals and other school personnel.

We believe that caring, collaborative and competent professionals possess a strong knowledge base comprised of five types of knowledge:

· content knowledge

· professional knowledge and skills

· pedagogical content knowledge

· sociocultural knowledge

· critical and reflective knowledge and skills

Professional education programs at UNCG emphasize dispositions that drive application of the knowledge base and we believe that we must model and monitor these dispositions as conscientiously as we provide opportunities for building the knowledge base.  Candidates should display behaviors that are:

	· reflective

· ethical

· inclusive

· engaged in and committed to professional practice 

· dedicated to life-long learning
	· self-efficacious 

· receptive to feedback 

· affirming of diversity 

· professionally responsible 

· collaborative 


Survey Packet

Faculty from HDFS are collecting information from students on their beliefs about teaching, attitudes toward children, and how competent they feel in different areas of teaching. There are two parts to this activity: the Survey Packet and the Online Teacher Beliefs Q-Sort. You will receive the Survey Packet in class on Tues. Aug. 21. You are to complete it independently at home and return it by Tues. Aug. 28. The Teacher Beliefs Q-Sort is accessed through a link on Blackboard, under “External Links”. You will receive instructions on how to do this in class on Tues. Aug. 21. You are to complete the Teacher Beliefs Q-Sort on a home or campus computer by Tues. Aug. 28. If you have problems or questions, you may email the Research Assistant supervising this project, Kathy Siepak, at kjsiepak@uncg.edu or call her at 334-4382. 
Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	August 21
	Introduction to course; review syllabus; Survey packet given out
	

	August 23
	Introduction to Child Development & Theory
	Chapter 1 (pp. 3 – 28)

	August 28
	Theories of Child Development
Research Methods
	Chapter 1 (pp. 29 – 49)
Survey packet due

	August 30
	Biological Foundations
	Chapter 2 (pp. 50 – 68)

	Sept 4
	Environmental Contexts 
	Chapter 2 (pp. 69 – 91)

	Sept 6
	Prenatal Development
	Chapter 3 

	Sept 11 
	Prenatal Development cont. 
	Calb - Treating the tiniest patients

	Sept 13
	Exam 1
	Chapters 1 to 3 and Calb reading

	Sept 18
	Childbirth
	Chapter 4 (pp.128 – 157)

	Sept 20
	Newborn baby & Transition to Parenthood
	Chapter 4 (pp. 157 – 163); Johnson – View from the Wuro

	Sept 25
	Infancy: Physical Development
	Chapter 5 (pp. 164 – 182)

	Sept 27
	Infancy: Physical Development
	Chapter 5 (pp. 183 – 205)

	Oct 2
	Infancy: Cognitive Development
	Chapter 6 (pp. 206 – 226)

	Oct 4
	Infancy: Language Development
	Chapter 6 (pp. 227 – 249)

	Oct 9
	Infancy: Emotional and Social Development
	Chapter 7 (pp. 250 – 267)

	Oct 11
	Infancy: Attachment
	Chapter 7 (pp. 268 – 291)

	Oct 16
	No Class – Fall break
	

	Oct 18
	Exam 2
	Chapters 4 to 7, Johnson reading

	Oct 23
	Early Childhood: Physical Development
	Chapter 8 (pp. 292 – 311)

	Oct 25
	Early Childhood: Motor Development
	Chapter 8 (pp. 312 – 319); Gallagher –Brain research

	Oct 30
	Early Childhood: Cognitive Development
	Chapter 9 (pp. 320 – 348)

	Nov 1
	Early Childhood: Individual Differences and Language Development
	Chapter 9 (pp. 349 – 363)

	Nov 6
	Early Childhood: Emotional Development and Peer Relations 

Peer Review of Child Observation Paper
	Chapter 10 (pp. 364 – 390)

	Nov 8
	Early Childhood: Gender and Child Rearing
	Chapter 10 (pp. 391 – 409)

	Nov 13
	Exam 3
	Chapters 8 to 10 and Gallagher reading

	Nov 15
	Middle Childhood: Physical Development and Health
	Chapter 11 (pp. 410 - 426 

	Nov 20
	Middle Childhood: Motor Development & Play
	Chapter 11 (pp. 427 – 435) Child Observation Paper Due

	Nov 22
	No Class – Thanksgiving holiday
	

	Nov 27
	Middle Childhood: Cognitive Development
	Chapter 12 (pp. 436 – 452)

	Nov 29
	Middle Childhood: Individual Differences and Language Development
	Chapter 12 (pp. 452 –479); Breslin – Children’s Capacity

	Dec 4
	Middle Childhood: Emotional and Social Dev.
	Chapter 13

	Dec 6
	Exam 4
	Chapters 11-13; Breslin reading

	Dec 18 
	Final Exam – 12 to 3 pm
	Cumulative exam: Chapters 1 to 13 and 4 e-reserve readings


Appendix A
Instructions for Child Observation Paper

Conducting the Observation


Observe a child who is approximately 1 ½ to 5 years old.  There are many possibilities where you may observe a child. You may babysit for children, have neighbors, or family members in this age range.  If not, I will help you make arrangements to observe a child in one of the campus childcare centers.  You must have permission to observe the child from a parent or childcare staff member.  Your role is observer, and therefore, you should avoid interacting with your target child.  You should observe the child for 30 minutes to one hour. This may not occur during class time. You will likely find the observation more interesting if it occurs in a social setting (e.g., at childcare, at a park playing with other children, playing with siblings). Please refrain from observing during situations such as during a car ride or pushing the child in a stroller when the child is likely to be restrained from naturally occurring activity.    


Begin your observation by selecting one child to watch. Note age (you may need to estimate), sex, size, physical characteristics, and clothing.  Note the setting including the time of day, the place, available materials, and whether or not other people are present.  After noting these factors, begin to observe the child. Record everything you see and hear the child doing. Be sure to note the behavior of others in the context that might influence the child’s behavior (e.g., parents, child care provider, other children).  This should be a detailed running record.  You must turn this in with your paper in its original version (i.e., don’t retype it later).
Writing the Paper


Begin your paper with a paragraph describing the child and the setting (see above).


The rest of your paper should focus on the child’s behavior. Your paper should not include a minute by minute summary of what the child did. Rather, it should be organized into important categories.  From the categories listed below you will select 2 to write about as they pertain to your observations. Give a brief description of relevant behaviors and then discuss those behaviors in relation to concepts covered in class. Back up your impressions with clear examples—e.g., what about the child’s behavior makes you think he or she is socially competent?  Examples of good categories and content follow.


Social-Emotional Development: Describe how the child interacts/plays with others-children and adults.  Does the child play alone?  Stay near adults?  Interact with the same child or multiple children?  Demonstrate social competence or aggression?  Engage in different types of play? 


Personality/Temperament: Did you observe any behaviors that give you ideas about this child’s temperament?  How does the child react to change or stress?  How active is the child?  Does the child appear to regulate his/her emotions?  How?  


Cognitive Development: What behaviors did you observe that indicate levels of thought?  Think about how play behavior, use of language etc. may demonstrate cognitive ability.  Be sure to discuss Piaget’s theory. 


Language Development: In what ways does the child communicate: words, phrases, gestures?  Does the child use language to communicate ideas and get what he/she wants?  Does the child appear to understand language?  What types of language errors does the child make?


Physical/ Motor Development:  What fine and gross motor skills does the child possess?  Is the child ambulatory, etc?  Did the child appear to use senses to explore the environment?

Integration of Theory

Select 1 of the theories covered in class and use key theoretical concepts/assumptions/propositions to help explain the child’s behavior. Remember your explanations must be based in theory, not personal opinion. For example, how might Bandura explain why the child hit another child? Do not spend unnecessary space summarizing the entire theory, but rather use a few key concepts/assumptions/propositions from the theory to back up your explanations. You must cite your source for this information using APA format. We will discuss in class.

Conclusion: End your paper with a summary paragraph.  Comment on the overall observation.  Is the behavior what you expected to see?  Did the child behave as you would have expected given age, setting, etc?  Was there anything you didn’t understand, that concerned you, that you wanted to know more about? What did you learn from the observation?  

Additional Guidelines

You will need to be concise to maintain the page limit (3-4 pages (not including references), double spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins).  Therefore, it is unlikely that you will comment on all aspects of your observation.  Focus on what is most interesting/relevant given the child’s age and class content.

If you know this child or family, do not include information beyond what you observed in the paper.  Be aware that prior knowledge can influence your observations and interpretations.  

Remember you are not an expert in child development (yet!) nor are you being asked to assess or evaluate the child you are observing.  Therefore, you should avoid judgments, both positive and negative, such as, “I think this child’s fine motor development is problematic” or “The child is very intelligent.”   In the majority of cases, the child will be within the “normal” range and you are not there to look for problems, but rather to see typical development.  

References are required for material covered in the text book and in lecture during this class.  If you integrate information from other sources (books, other classes, websites, etc), you must also reference them in text and on a separate reference page using APA style (see examples on Blackboard).

Grading Criteria

Detailed observation notes attached





5

Child described in adequate detail





5

Setting described in adequate detail





5

Two developmental topics observed and discussed



10

One developmental theory is presented and relevant



10

Interpretations reasonable, accompanied by supporting details/examples
20



Variety of relevant course material integrated



30

Conclusion is thoughtful and includes personal reflection 


5

Organization/Style/Grammar/Reference list/Academic Integrity Policy       10_
Total 








          100


You are required bring a draft of your paper to class on Nov 6th for peer review (must be at least 2 pages and include your reference list).  You will exchange papers with a classmate and constructively comment on one another’s papers.  This will count as an in class activity.  The paper is due November 20th.

Students must write the following statement on their child observation paper and sign their names: I HAVE ABIDED BY THE UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY ON THIS ASSIGNMENT. 
