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EDUCATION 


University of Vermont (UVM), Burlington, VT (Ph.D. 2002, M.A. 1999)


Experimental/Developmental Psychology, Advisor Susan Crockenberg


Thesis title: The development of maternal self-efficacy and its influence on maternal behavior
Dissertation title: Correlates of maternal sensitivity to infant distress: Childhood history, 
maternal emotional competencies, and infant temperament

State University of New York at Potsdam, NY (B.A. 1996, summa cum laude)


Psychology & Mathematics

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2009-
Associate Professor of Human Development and Family Studies, UNCG

2003 - 2009 
Assistant Professor of Human Development and Family Studies, UNCG
2006 - present
Faculty, Center for Developmental Science, UNC Chapel Hill.  Member of working groups on 1) temperament, emotion regulation, and biological processes & 2) family/peer relationships.
2002 - 2003              
Postdoctoral Fellow.  Collaborated with Dr. Susan Crockenberg to 

create and pilot an intervention aimed at parents and infants who are identified as at risk by virtue of infants’ temperamental characteristics.  

1999 – 2003
Project Coordinator.  Outcomes evaluation for Chittenden County United Way. Provided technical support in outcomes evaluation to 30 community service agencies (data analysis, report & grant writing).  Participated in Parent Child Center Workgroup to evaluate playgroups, home visiting, and parent education efforts.  Shared best practices with Vermont Community Foundation, Vermont Health Foundation, Vermont Cooperative Extension, & Vermont Agency of Human Services.  

1997-2003 
Statistical Consultant for various organizations (e.g., Green Mountain Prevention Projects; Rutland County Headstart; Lund Residential Home for Teen Mothers; Family Partnership Program).

1996-2002

Research Assistant. Planned and supervised research project about the 
development of infant reactivity and regulation with Dr. Susan Crockenberg.  

RESEARCH INTERESTS

My primary research interest is the origins and outcomes of parent-child relations in early childhood.  Specific areas include: 1) identifying predictors of maternal sensitivity with an emphasis on mothers’ emotional and cognitive responses to infant cues; 2) examining the intergenerational transmission of emotion relevant parenting practices with an emphasis on identifying factors that contribute to discontinuity; and 3) examining associations between parenting behaviors and child outcomes both within and across developmental domains (e.g., parental emotional support vs. cognitive support and child social/emotional competence vs. cognitive/academic competence) with an emphasis on how these effects vary depending on child temperament.  
PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

Leerkes, E.M., Parade, S.H., & Gudmundson, J. (in press).  Mothers’ emotional reactions to 

crying pose risk for subsequent attachment insecurity.  Journal of Family Psychology.  Special section on parenting at risk. 
Leerkes, E.M., Blankson, A.N., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D., & Marcovitch, S. (in press).  

The relation of maternal emotional and cognitive support during problem solving

to pre-academic skills in preschoolers.  Infant and Child Development.

Blankson, A. N., O'Brien, M., Leerkes, E. M, Marcovitch, S., & Calkins, S. D. (in press). Shyness and vocabulary: The role of executive functioning and home environmental stimulation. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly.  

Marcovitch, S., Leigh, J., Calkins, S.D., O'Brien, M., Leerkes, E. M., & Blankson, A. N. (in press). Moderate vagal withdrawal in 3.5-year-old children is associated with optimal performance on executive function tasks. Developmental Psychobiology.
Blankson, A.N., O’Brien, M., Leerkes, E.M., Calkins, S.D., & Marcovitch, S. (in press). 

Differentiating  processes of control and understanding in the early development of emotion and cognition. Social Development.

O’Brien, M., Weaver, J.M., Nelson, J.A., Calkins, S.D., Leerkes, E.M., & Marcovitch, S. (in 

press). Longitudinal associations between children's understanding of emotions and Theory of Mind. Cognition and Emotion.
Leerkes, E. M. (2011).  Maternal sensitivity during distressing tasks: A unique predictor 
of attachment security.  Infant Behavior & Development,34,443-446.
Parade, S. H. & Leerkes, E.M. (2011).  Marital aggression predicts infant orienting toward mother at six months. Infant Behavior and Development, 34, 235-238.
Grzywacz, J.G., Daniel, S.S., Tucker, J.M., Walls, J. & Leerkes, E.M. (2011). Nonstandard work 
schedules and developmentally generative parenting practices: An application of 
propensity score techniques.  Family Relations, 60, 45-59.
Leerkes, E. M., Parade, S.H., & Burney, R.V.  (2010).  Origins of mothers’ and fathers’ beliefs 

about infant crying.  Applied Developmental Psychology, 31, 467-474.
Leerkes, E. M. (2010).  Predictors of maternal sensitivity to infant distress.  Parenting: 

Science and Practice, 10, 219-239.

Burney, R.V. & Leerkes, E.M. (2010).  Links between mothers’ and fathers’ perceptions of 

infant temperament and coparenting.  Infant Behavior & Development, 33, 125-135.
Parade, S.H., Leerkes, E.M., & Blankson, A. N. (2010).  Attachment to parents and the close 
relationships of college freshmen.  Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 39, 127-137.
Leerkes, E.M., Blankson, A.N., & O’Brien, M. (2009).  Differential effects of sensitivity to infant 
distress and non-distress on social-emotional functioning. Child Development, 80, 762-775.
Burrous, C.E., Crockenberg, S.C., & Leerkes, E.M. (2009).  Developmental history of 
care and control, depression and anger: Correlates of maternal sensitivity in toddlerhood.  

Infant Mental Health Journal, 30, 103-123.

Daniel, S.S., Grzywacz, J.G., Leerkes, E.M., Tucker, J.M., & Han, W. (2009). Nonstandard 
maternal work schedules during infancy:  Implications for children’s early behavior problems. Infant Behavior & Development, 32, 195-207. 
Parade, S.H. & Leerkes, E.M. (2008).  The reliability and validity of the Infant Behavior 

Questionnaire-Revised.  Infant Behavior & Development, 31, 637-646.
Leerkes, E. M., Paradise, M., Calkins, S., O’Brien, M., & Lange, G. (2008).  Emotion and 
cognition processes in preschoolers.  Merrill Palmer Quarterly, 54, 102-124 .
Crockenberg, S. C., Leerkes, E. M., & Barrig Jo, P. S. (2008).  Predicting aggressive 

behavior in the third year from infant reactivity and regulation as moderated by maternal 

behavior.  Development and Psychopathology, 20,37-54.
Leerkes, E. M. & Burney, R. V. (2007).  The development of parenting efficacy among new 
mothers and fathers. Infancy, 12, 45-67.
Crockenberg, S. C., Leerkes, E. M., & Lekka, S. (2007).  Pathways from marital aggression to 
infant emotion regulation: The development of withdrawl in infancy.  Infant Behavior 
and Development, 30, 97-113. (Special section: Emergent family systems).
Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (2006). Antecedents of mothers’ emotional and cognitive 
responses to infant distress: The role of mother, family, and infant characteristics. Infant 
Mental Health Journal, 27, 405-428. 

Leerkes, E. M. & Siepak, K. J. (2006).  Attachment linked predictors of women’s emotional and 
cognitive responses to infant distress.  Attachment and Human Development, 8, 11-32.
Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (2006).  Infant and maternal behavior moderate reactivity to 

novelty to predict anxious behavior at 2.5 years. Development and Psychopathology, 18, 
17-34.
Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (2005). Infant temperament moderates associations 

between child care type and quantity and externalizing and internalizing behaviors at 
2 ½. Infant Behavior & Development, 28, 20-35.
Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (2004).  Infant and maternal behaviors regulate infant 
reactivity to novelty at 6 months.  Developmental Psychology, 40, 1123-1132. 

Leerkes, E. M. , Crockenberg, S. C., & Burrous, C. E.  (2004). Identifying components of 

maternal sensitivity to infant distress: The role of maternal emotional competencies. 

Parenting: Science & Practice, 4, 1-23.

Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (2003).  The impact of maternal characteristics and 

sensitivity on the concordance between maternal reports and laboratory observations of 

infant negative emotionality.  Infancy, 4, 517-539.
Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (2003).  Parental acceptance, postpartum depression, and 

maternal sensitivity: Mediating and moderating processes. Journal of Family Psychology, 17, 80-93.
Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (2002).  The development of maternal self-efficacy and 

its influence on maternal behavior. Infancy, 3, 227-247.

INVITED CHAPTERS
Crockenberg, S.C. & Leerkes, E.M. (in press). Parenting infants. To appear in D.W. Davis & M.C. Logsdon (Eds.). Maternal sensitivity: A scientific foundation for practice. Hauppauge, NY: Nova Science Publishers, Inc.
Calkins, S.D. & Leerkes, E.M. (2011). Early attachment processes and the development of 
emotional self-regulation.  In K.D. Vohs & R.F. Baumeister (Eds), Handbook 
of self-regulation: Research, theory and applications, 2nd ed. (pp. 355-373)New York: Guilford.

Crockenberg, S. & Leerkes, E. M. (2003). Negative infant emotionality and the development 

of family relationships in infancy and early childhood.  In A. C. Crouter & A. Booth 

(Eds.) Children’s influence on family dynamics: The neglected side of family 
relationships. (pp. 57-78). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Crockenberg, S. & Leerkes, E. (2000).  Infant social and emotional development in family 

context.  In C. Zeanah (Ed.). The Handbook of Infant Mental Health, 2nd Edition (pp. 

60-90).  New York: Guilford. 

PUBLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW
Leerkes, E.M., Weaver, J.M., & O’Brien, M. (under review).  Differentiating maternal 

sensitivity to infant distress and non-distress cues.

Leerkes, E.M. & Wong, M.S (under review).  Infant distress and regulatory behaviors vary 

as a function of attachment security regardless of emotion context and maternal involvement.
Parade, S.H., Leerkes, E.M., Crockenberg, S.C., & Faldowski, R. (under review).  Prenatal 

marital adjustment predicts trajectories in maternal depression over the transition to 

parenthood.
Parade, S.H., Leerkes, E.M., & Helms, H.  (under review).  Remembered parental rejection 
undermines marital satisfaction in the context of perceived childhood rejection and 

postpartum stress.
Gudmundson, J. & Leerkes, E.M. (under review).  Links between mothers’ coping strategies, toddler reactivity, and sensitivity to toddler’s negative emotions

Nelson, J., Leerkes, E.M., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D., & Marcovitch, S. (under review).  Race 
differences in beliefs about negative emotions and emotion socialization practices. 

Nelson, J., Leerkes, E.M., Perry, N., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D., & Marcovitch, S. (under 

review). Associations between Mothers’ Emotion Socialization Practices and Child 
Competence Vary in African American and European American Families.
Blankson, A.N., O’Brien, M. Leerkes, E.M., Marcovitch, S. & Calkins, S.D. (under review).  

Developmental dynamics of emotion and cognition processes in preschoolers . 
Nelson, J., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D., Leerkes, E.M., & Marcovitch, S. (under review).  
Family emotional climate and children’s emotional development.  

Mokrova, I., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D., Leerkes, E.M., & Marcovitch, S. (under review).  
Family social status and preschoolers’ persistence: The role of maternal values and 
quality of parenting.
Brown, N., Calkins, S.D., Nelson, J., Leerkes, E.M., & Marcovitch, S. (under review).  Mothers’ 
responses to children’s negative emotions and child emotion regulation: The moderating role of vagal suppression.

Marcovitch, S., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D.,  Leerkes, E.M., Miner-Weaver, J., & Levine, D.W.  
(under review).  A longitudinal assessment of the relation between executive function and Theory of Mind at 3, 4, and 5 years.

PUBLICATIONS IN PREPARATION
Gudmundson, J. & Leerkes, E.M. (in preparation).  Associations between infant temperament 
and parental postpartum depression: Differing effects for mothers and fathers.
Burney, R.V. & Leerkes, E.M. (in preparation).  Links between child temperament and 

coparenting quality during the preschool period.

Mokrova, I., Leerkes, E.M., et al. (in preparation).  Maternal intrusiveness during the preschool 

period undermines children’s subsequent school performance.

Brown, N., Nelson, J., Calkins, S.D., O’Brien, M., Leerkes, E.M., & Marcovitch, S. (in 

preparation).  Predicting children’s physiological regulation across the preschool years: The relative influence of maternal sensitivity.
INVITED TALKS
Leerkes, E.M. (2010, October).  Differentiating maternal sensitivity to infant distress and non-

distress cues.  Workshop on Social and Biological Determinants of Parenting sponsored by The Centre for Research in Parenting, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada. 

Crockenberg, S. & Leerkes, E. M. (December, 2001). The role of child temperament and 

emotional regulation on the development of family relationships in infancy and early 

childhood.  Paper presented at the Penn State National Symposium: Children’s 


influence on family dynamics: The neglected side of family relationships; University 


Park, PA.
POSTERS & PRESENTATIONS (Peer-Reviewed)
Leerkes, E.M. & Gudmundson, J. (2011, June).  Adult attachment classifications predict 
pregnant women’s physiological responses to and perceptions of crying infants.  Paper 

presented at the 11th International Cry Workshop, Zeist, Netherlands.
Leerkes, E. M., Parade, S. H., Gudmundson, J. A., & Burney, R. (2011, April). Racial
differences in the effects of parents’ emotion socialization strategies on emotional adjustment. In E. M. Leerkes & J. A. Nelson (Co-chairs), Racial and cultural differences in parents’ emotion socialization beliefs and practices. Symposium presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.

Leerkes, E. M., Parade, S. H., Gudmundson, J. A., Walker, M., Watson, C., & Burney, R. (2011,
April). Links between pregnant women’s physiological reactions to and appraisals of crying infants. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC. 
Brown, N. E., Nelson, J. A., Swingler, M. M., & Leerkes, E. M. (2011, April). Vagal tone

suppression across the preschool years: The predictive role of early maternal responsiveness. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.
Brown, N. E., O’Brien, M., Leerkes, E. M., Calkins, S. D. (2011, April). Mothers’ responses to

children’s negative emotions and child emotion regulation: The moderating role of vagal suppression. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.

Burney, R., & Leerkes, E. M. (2011, April). Links between preschooler temperament and

mothers’ perceptions of coparenting. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.

Gudmundson, J. A., & Leerkes, E. M. (2011, April). Psychometric validity of the Coping with

Toddlers’ Negative Emotions Scale. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.
Mokrova, I. L., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S. D., Leerkes, E. M., & Marcovitch, S. (2011, April).
Persistence and academic skills at preschool age: Will trying harder make me smarter? Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC. 
Nelson, J. A., Leerkes, E. M., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S. D., & Marcovitch, S. (2011, April). Race
differences in beliefs about negative emotions and emotion socialization practices. In E. M. Leerkes & J. A. Nelson (Co-chairs), Racial and cultural differences in parents’ emotion socialization beliefs and practices. Symposium presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.
Parade, S. H., & Leerkes, E. M. (2011, April). Links between marital processes and women’s

attributions of crying infants. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.  
Parade, S. H., & Leerkes, E. M. (2011, April). Marital aggression predicts infant orienting
toward mothers at six months. In G. A. Moore (Chair), Marital conflict in infancy:
 Behavioral, neural, and social development. Symposium presented at the Biennial
Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Montreal, QC.
Crockenberg, S.C., Leerkes, E.M., Lekka, S. (2010, July).  Predicting pre- and post-partum  

depressive symptoms in fathers.  Poster presented at the 21st Biennial Congress of the 

International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development, Lusaka, Zambia.

Leerkes, E. M. (2010, March).  Mother's negative emotional reactions to infant crying predict 
infant-mother attachment security.  In E.M. Leerkes & P.M. Cole (Co-chairs) Emotional 
underpinnings of parental sensitivity: Converging evidence across brain, behavioral, and 
self-report measures.  Symposium presented at the International Conference on Infant 
Studies, Baltimore, MD.


Leerkes, E.M., Gudmundson, J.A., & Burney, R.V. (2010, March).  The Infant Crying 
Questionnaire: A new measure of parents' beliefs about crying. Poster presented at the 
International Conference on Infant Studies, Baltimore, MD.


Parade, S.H., Leerkes, E.M., Crockenberg, S., & Faldowski, R.A. (2010, March).  Close 
relationships predict trajectories of maternal depression over the transition to 
parenthood. Poster presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, 
Baltimore, MD.

Gudmundson, J.A., & Leerkes, E.M. (2010, March).  Engaged maternal coping style moderates 
association between toddlers' temperament and sensitivity to distress and non-distress.  
Poster presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, Baltimore, MD.


Blankson, A. N., Leerkes, E. M., O'Brien, M., Marcovitch, S., & Calkins, S. D. (2009, April). 

Emotion and cognition linkages: Generalizability across measurement approaches. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Blankson, A. N., Leerkes, E. M., O'Brien, M., Marcovitch, S., & Calkins, S. D. (2009, April). 
The factor structure and correlates of mothers' emotion-oriented and cognitive-oriented parenting during the preschool period. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Blankson, A. N., O'Brien, M., Leerkes, E. M., Marcovitch, S., & Calkins, S. D. (2009, April). 

Shyness, executive functioning, vocabulary, and home environmental stimulation: A moderated mediation analysis. Paper presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO. 

Burney, R. & Leerkes, E. M. (2009, April). Does coparenting predict preschoolers' behavior 

problems independent of marital quality? Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Chiu, K. A., Blankson, N., O'Brien, M., Marcovitch, S., Leerkes, E. M., & Calkins, S. D. 

(2009, April). Psychometric properties of the Emotion Regulation Checklist in preschool children. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Gudmundson, J. A., & Leerkes, E. M. (2009, April). Understanding links between infant 

temperament and parental depressive symptoms at 6 months postpartum. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Mokrova, I., O'Brien, M., Calkins, S. D., Leerkes, E. M., & Marcovitch, S. (2009, April). The 

links between child motivation and family social status: The role of maternal values and quality of parenting. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Parade, S. H. & Leerkes, E. M. (2009, April). Attachment to parents as a predictor of change in 

depression over the transition to college. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.
Parade, S. H. & Leerkes, E. M. (July, 2008).  Depression as a mediator of the association 
between parental attachment security and college student engagement in high risk 
behaviors.  Poster presented at the International Association for Relationship Research Conference, Providence, RI.  
Leerkes, E.M. (March, 2008).  Predictors of maternal sensitivity to infant distress: A social 

information processing perspective.  In C. Smith & E.M. Leerkes (Co-chairs) Mother-
infant interactions: What determines parenting in challenging contexts? Symposium 
presented as the Biennial International Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, BC.

Leerkes, E.M., Burney, R.V., & Parade, S.H. (March, 2008).  Stopy crying!  Origins of mothers’ 

beliefs and goals about infant crying.  Poster presented as the Biennial International 

Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, BC.

Crockenberg, S.C. & Leerkes, E.M. (March, 2008).  The validity and modifiability of mother 
reported and observed infant distress to novelty in relation to mother and father reported social fear at 2 1/2 years.  Poster presented as the Biennial International Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, BC.
Mount, K., Crockenberg, S.C., & Leerkes, E.M. (March, 2008).  The predictive function of 
observed and reported measures of infant temperament to child anger at 2 1/2 years.  Poster presented as the Biennial International Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, BC.

Nelson, J., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S.D., Leerkes, E.M., & Marcovitch, S. (April, 2008).  Parental         

socialization of children’s emotion knowledge.  Poster presented at the 20th Biennial Conference on Human Development.  Indianapolis, IN. 
    
Burney, R.V. & Leerkes, E.M. (November, 2007). Infant temperament and parents’ perception 

of the parenting alliance.  Paper presented at the 69th annual meeting of the 
National Council on Family Relations, Pittsburgh, PA.  
Parade, S. H. & Leerkes, E. M. (November, 2007). Attachment to parents and the close 

relationships of college freshmen.  Poster presented at the 69th annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Pittsburgh, PA.  
Daniel, S.S., Grzywacz, J.G., Leerkes, E.M., Han, W. & Tucker, J.M. (November, 2007). 
Nonstandard maternal work schedules and children's early behavior problems.  Paper presented at the 69th annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, Pittsburgh, PA.   
Grzywacz, J., Daniel, S., Walls, J., Tucker, J., & Leerkes, E. (November, 2007). Using 
propensity scores to study parenting differences by work schedule. Paper 
presented at the 69th annual meeting of the National Council on Family Relations, 
Pittsburgh, PA.   
Crockenberg, S. & Leerkes, E. (July, 2007). Is infant crying a valid measure of infant 
temperament? Paper presented at the International Cry Conference, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

Leerkes, E. M., Beaudry, R.V., Parade, S.., & Siepak, K. (April, 2007).  Links between mothers’ 
beliefs about crying, maternal responsiveness to infant fear, and infant fear reactivity and regulation.  Paper  presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Boston, MA.
Leerkes, E. M., & Beaudry, R.V. (April, 2007).  The devlopment of parenting efficacy among 
new mothers and fathers and its association with parental behavior.  Paper presented 
at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Boston, 
MA.

Beaudry, R.V. & Leerkes, E.M. (April, 2007).  Mothers’ and fathers’ perceptions of 

coparenting at 16 months postpartum: How much does marital functioning matter? 
Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Boston, MA.

Parade, S., & Leerkes, E.M. (April, 2007). Reliability and validity of the Infant Behavior 
Questionairre-Revised at 6 months.  Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the 
Society For Research in Child Development, Boston, MA.
Hinnant, J. B., Leerkes, E.M., O’Brien, M., Calkins, S., Lange, G., & Paradise, M. 

(April, 2007). Associations between maternal behavior and child emotional and cognitive functioning: Variations by child temperament.  Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society For Research in Child Development, Boston, MA.

Crockenberg, S.C., & Leerkes, E.M. (June, 2006).  Infant reactivity (to frustrating events), 
attention regulation, and maternal behavior predict aggression at 2 ½. Poster 
presented at the Biennial International Conference on Infant Studies, Kyoto, Japan.
Beaudry, R.V. & Leerkes, E.M. (April, 2006).  Predictors of mothers' and fathers' perceptions 
of the parenting alliance at 6 months post-partum.  Poster presented at the 19th Biennial Conference on Human Development, Louisville, KY.
Leerkes, E.M. & Beaudry, R.V. (April, 2006).  The development of parenting efficacy among 
new mothers and fathers.  Poster presented at the 19th Biennial Conference on Human Development, Louisville, KY.
Leerkes, E. M., Siepak, K. J., Beaudry, R. V., & Hussey, A. K. (April, 2005).  Childhood 
history and adult attachment security correlate with emotional and cognitive responses 
to infant distress.  Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta.
Crockenberg, S. C., Leerkes, E. M., & Lekka, S. (April, 2005).  Marital conflict and maternal 
behavior: Predictors of infant emotion regulation.  Poster presented at the Biennial 

Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta.

Burrous, C. E., Crockenberg, S. C., Leerkes, E. M. (April, 2005).  Developmental history of 
care and control, anger and depression: Correlates of maternal sensitivity in 
toddlerhood.  Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta.
Paradise, M., Calkins, S., Lange, G., Leerkes, E., & O’Brien, M. (April, 2005).  An integrative 
perspective on emotion and cognition in preschoolers.  Poster presented at the Biennial 
Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta.
Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (May, 2004).  The role of infant and maternal behaviors 
in regulating infant affect and one another in a novelty context.  Poster 
presented at the Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, 

Chicago.

Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (May, 2004).  Linking type and amount of childcare to 

aggressive behavior at 2 ½. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, Chicago.

Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (April, 2003).  Infant behavior regulates negative affect 
and predicts later emotional and behavioral development.  Paper presented at Biennial 
Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa.

Leerkes, E.M. (April, 2003). Correlates of maternal sensitivity to infant distress: Maternal 
emotional competencies and infant temperament.  Poster presented at Biennial Meeting 
of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa.
Carmola Hauf, A.M., Bond, L.A., Leerkes, E.M., & Crockenberg, S. (July, 2002). Parental 
characteristics as predictors of parenting alliance. Poster presented at the 8th Congress 
of the World Association of Infant Mental Health, Amsterdam.
Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (April, 2002). Mothers’ accurate identification of negative 

infant emotions: The role of childhood history and emotional competencies. Poster 

presented at the Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, Toronto.

Leen, E., Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (April, 2002).  Early infant temperament as a 

predictor of internalizing and externalizing tendencies at age 2. Poster presented at the 

Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, Toronto.

Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (April, 2001).  The concurrent and predictive function of 

observed and reported measures of infant temperament: Theoretical and methodological 

issues. Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child 

Development, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Leerkes, E. & Crockenberg, S. (July, 2000).  The theory of illusory control revisited: Maternal 

efficacy and infant affect based patterns in maternal behavior.  Poster presented at the 

Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, Brighton, England.

Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (July, 2000).  Comparing maternal reports and 

standardized observations of infant temperament: Reliability and validity issues.  Poster 

presented at the Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, Brighton, 

England.

Crockenberg, S. C. & Leerkes, E. M. (July, 2000).  Maternal depressive symptoms in the 

postnatal period: Predictors and maternal behavior correlates.  Poster presented at the 

Biennial Meeting of the International Society of Infant Studies, Brighton, England and at 

the 7th Congress of the World Association of Infant Mental Health, Montreal, Canada.

Leerkes, E. M. & Crockenberg, S. C. (April, 1999) The development of maternal self efficacy.  

Poster presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child 

Development, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
EXTERNAL FUNDING FOR RESEARCH 
( Origins of Maternal Sensitivity to Infant Distress. (May 2009-April 2013). R01 from the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.  (Principal Investigator; $1,400,000).  

( Relations Between Early Emotion and Cognitive Processes (Apr. 2006-Mar. 2011).  R01 from National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (Co-investigator; S. Calkins, Principal Investigator; $1,400,000). 
( Nonstandard Maternal Work Schedules & Child Health in Impoverished Families.  (Apr. 2010-Mar. 2015). R01 from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.  (Co-Investigator; J. Grzywacz & S. Daniels Co-Principal Investigators; $2,970,000).  

( Maternal Sensitivity to Negative Infant Emotions (Jan. 2005 – Dec. 2007). RO3 from National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (Principal Investigator; $132,555). 

( Non Standard Work Schedules, Parenting, and Infant Development (Jan. 2006-Dec. 2007).  RO3 submitted to the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (Consultant; J. Grzywacz, Principal Investigator, $100,000). 
( American Dissertation Fellowship (2001). American Association of University Women (Principal Investigator, $15,000). 
( Outcomes Evaluation for Non Profit Agencies (2001; 2002; 2003). Turrell Foundation, (written on behalf of the United Way of Chittenden County, Vermont; $18,000, $20,000, and $23,000 respectively). 
( Outcomes Evaluation for Non Profit Agencies (2000; 2002). Vermont Community Foundation (written on behalf of the United Way of Chittenden County, Vermont; $10,000 and $3,000 respectively).  
FUNDED INTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS
( Links Between Infant Temperament and Maternal Sensitivity  (2011). Undergraduate Research Assistantship University of North Carolina at Greensboro (written on behalf of Glynnis Brown, $1,500).  
( Links Between Mothers’ Experiences in Close Relationships and Maternal Sensitivity 

 (2011). Undergraduate Research Assistantship University of North Carolina at Greensboro (written on behalf of Shemeka Thorpe, $3,000).  

( How Early Emotion and Cognitive Processes are Related to School Adjustment (2010-2011). Regular Faculty Grant awarded to Stuart Marcovitch & Esther Leerkes ($10,000).
( Individual Differences in the Development of Emotion Understanding Among Preschoolers, (2007-2008). Undergraduate Research Assistantship University of North Carolina at Greensboro (written on behalf of Jennifer Butler, $2,000).  
( The Role of Maternal Sensitivity to Infant Distress in Children’s Early Social Emotional Functioning, (2007) Regular Faculty Grant, UNCG ($5,000)
( Correlates of Maternal Postpartum Depression.  (2006). Undergraduate Research Assistantship University of North Carolina at Greensboro (written on behalf of Andrea Locke, $2,000).  
(  Grant Incentives Program.  (2006).  Funds to prepare an R01.  Human Environmental Sciences Center for Research, UNCG ($3,800)
( Computer Based Continuous Coding of Mother Behavior and Toddler Temperament. (2005). Human Environmental Sciences Center for Research, UNCG ($4,000)

( Computer Based Continuous Coding of Mother-Infant Interaction. (2005). Human Environmental Sciences Center for Research, UNCG ($4,000)

( The Development of Parenting Self-Efficacy in First Time Mothers and Fathers (2004)

Undergraduate Research Assistantship, University of North Carolina at Greensboro (written on behalf of Anna Hussey, $2,000)

( Identifying Processes That Facilitate Maternal Sensitivity: Maternal Emotional Competencies- Phase I (2004). Summer Excellence Award, University of North Carolina at Greensboro ($4,000)

( Identifying Processes That Facilitate Maternal Sensitivity: Maternal Emotional Competencies- Phase II (2004). New Faculty Grant, University of North Carolina at Greensboro ($5,000)

( Measuring Maternal Emotional Competencies (2003). Human Environmental Sciences Center for Research, UNCG ($5,500)

( Research grant from Child and Adolescent Psychology Training and Research, Inc., (1999-2001). Burlington,Vermont, to fund dissertation research ($4,000)

( Graduate Student Advisory Council Mini-Grant (1999; 2000; 2001; 2002). University of Vermont, to support research related travel ($350 each)

( Ronald Suiter Award (2000). University of Vermont, to support research related travel ($800)

( SUGR & FAME Award (1998). University of Vermont, to support master’s thesis research ($3,500)  
TEACHING  EXPERIENCE

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro:

Undergraduate:    Infant and Child Development in the Family (HDF 302)


                Current Developmental Theory and Research (HDF 455)

 
                Child Observation and Assessment (HDF 452) 
Graduate:             Seminar in Parent-Child Relations (HDF 721)


                 Seminar in Infant Development (HDF 667)

                 Research Practicum (HDF 603)

The University of Vermont:
Undergraduate:     Psychology of the Family


                 Social Development


                 Scientific Inquiry (research methods/statisitics in Physical Therapy)


                 Research Methods & Statistics (teaching assistant)

                 Developmental Psychology (teaching assistant)
Southern New Hampshire University:
Graduate:               Program Evaluation and Systems Research 
Vermont Association for Non-Profit Organizations, Vermont Community Foundation, United Way of Chittenden County, United Way of Addison County, Vermont Cooperative Extension:

Professional:           Workshops in Program Evaluation 
AWARDS/ HONORARY SOCIETIES


( Research Excellence Award, School of Human and Environmental Sciences, UNCG (2009)

( University Marshals Honorary Inductee (in recognition of academic excellence, embodiment of University ideals, and commitment to students and service in the University community), UNCG (2008)

( Scholars Travel Award, UNCG Office of Research (2008)

( Mary Frances Stone Outstanding Teacher Award, School of Human & Environmental Sciences, UNCG (2006) 

( Department finalist Committee on Graduate Studies Distinguished Dissertation Award, University of Vermont (2002)
( University of Vermont Edith Hendley Award for a graduate woman who excels at scholarship, research, and teaching (2001)

( Psi Chi, National Honor Society for Psychology

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS


( Society for Research in Child Development  
( International Society for Infant Studies 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES
Department of Human Development and Family Studies
( Member, Graduate Committee, UNCG (2009- )

( Member, Undergraduate Committee, UNCG (2007-2009)

( Faculty Advisor, HDF Graduate Student Mentoring Committee, UNCG (2003-2007)

( Coordinator of instruction of HDF 302 (Infant and Child Development in the Family), UNCG (2005-present)
( Faculty Representative for HDFS Library Committee, UNCG (2003-2007)

( Interim Member Graduate Committee, UNCG (Spring, 2005)

School of Human and Environmental Sciences
( Research Advisory Committee (2008 – 2011)

( Selection committee for School of Human and Environmental Sciences Outstanding Teacher Awards (2007).

University

(Active participant in the Child and Family Research Network (2006-present)

National/International
( Editorial Board Member, Infancy (2009-present)
( Editorial Board Member, Family Relations (2007-present)
( Conference Review Panel Member: 
     -Emotional Development, International Conference on Infant Studies, 2010

     -Parenting, Society for Research in Child Development, 2009

     -Emotional Development, International Conference on Infant Studies, 2008
     -Infancy: Social and Emotional Processes, Society for Research in Child Development, 2007
( Ad hoc reviewer: Child Development                          
                               Developmental Psychology             
                               Journal of Family Psychology        

                               Infancy 
                               Infant Behavior and Development 

                               Infant & Child Development

                               Parenting:  Science and Practice 

                               International Journal of Behavioral Development

                              Infant Mental Health Journal
                             Journal of Social and Personal Relationships

                             Journal of Marriage and Family

                              Journal of Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience

(Ad hoc grant reviewer for Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (2007)
(Ad hoc grant reviwer, National Science Foundation, Developmental and Learning Sciences Panel (2010; 2011)
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