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HDF 409
F07
Family Diversity

Location: Stone 215

Time: TR 9:30-11:00

Instructor: Dr. Mary Y. Morgan - 130 Stone Building, 256-0096, mymorgan@uncg.edu
Required text: Zinn, M.B. & Eitzen, D.S. (2007). Diversity in Families. New York: Harper Collins.

Articles: Articles are on e-reserve through Blackboard [Go to https://blackboard.uncg.edu and login with your username and password; select “courses” and then find HDF409  under your course list; near the bottom of the Course Menu on the left, select “e-Reserves”]

Overall Objective:

Develop an in-depth understanding of the variation within and between families through an exploration of the similarities and differences among families and children from a cultural, racial, gender, and class perspective.

Specific Objectives:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of theories and models for understanding family systems, functioning styles, and stages of development and their relationship to community and cultural influences. 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of research on the impact of parents on children's learning and development. 

3. Demonstrate competence in identifying family concerns, priorities, and resources for families from diverse cultural environments. 

4. Demonstrate attitudes that indicate respect for diverse cultural values and family structures. 

5. Demonstrate attitudes that focus and build on the strengths of children and families rather than emphasize weakness. 

Teachers Academy Conceptual Framework Mission Statement: The mission of professional education at UNCG is to prepare and support the professional development of caring, collaborative, and competent educators who work in diverse settings. This mission is carried out in an environment that nurtures the active engagement of all participants, values individual as well as cultural diversity and recognizes the importance of reflection and integration of theory and practice. UNCG's professional education programs are guided by shared commitments to: (a) equity and excellence in teaching, research, and service; (b) professional integrity and ethical deliberation in dealing with students and colleagues (university-based, school-based, and community-based); (c) the construction of a professional knowledge base through collaboration and collegiality; and (d) the dissemination of professional knowledge, skills and dispositions through the preparation and continuing professional development of teachers, principals and other school personnel.
Attendance Policy:
Attendance is expected and will be taken beginning the second day of class. More than four absences will result in lowering of your overall grade. Students not in attendance the first week will be dropped. Also remember that you are responsible for what happens in class whether you are in attendance or not; therefore, identify someone in the class (other than the instructor) from whom you can get notes. 

Class Format:
Classes will be conducted using both lecture and group discussion/activity formats. Class participation in the form of comments, questions, and active engagement in classroom activities is strongly encouraged. Students are expected to remain attentive throughout the class. This means participating in discussion, and refraining from any behavior that might disrupt your classmates’ learning experience. The material may lie outside your current experience and my sometimes challenge your thinking, and you are welcome to express doubts and/or concerns. To make the class a “safe space” to encourage discussion, please be respectful to others in the way you express yourself. 

Course Requirements:
· Exams (65% of grade)—4 exams will include both multiple choice and short answer questions. Test dates are list in your syllabus, but are subject to change. 

· Book Analysis (20% of grade)—Requires reading a novel about families and comparing the fictitious family to the course readings. Guidelines:

· Get a copy of Maya Angelou’s, I know why the caged birds sings. [You can find this used on-line or in used bookstores or you can buy a new copy.]
· Find an example in the novel of 20 concepts that will be posted on Blackboard. Use bullets to list the concepts.
· Draw conclusions (about one page)

· The assignment must be typed (10 point, Arial font), single-spaced, with one-inch margins.
· Homework (15% of grade)


The readings you will be assigned for this homework will be determined within the next two weeks.

1. Lead class discussion on an article for portion of a chapter in the text. Identify the main points in class. Turn in an outline and 2-3 questions for discussion (one page typed). 

2. Find a current event that relates to a concept being discussed in class. In class, identify the source (news from web, magazines, radio/TV); summarize the event; and connect to the readings.  Turn in the current event.

· Grading
10-point scale: 90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F. Pluses and minuses will be assigned when final grades are determined.

· Academic Integrity—Go to the web site: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/#three 

Read specifically section III—Academic Integrity Violations. Then go to:  http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/quiz/  Take the quiz and print the first page of your results; sign this page and turn in your book analysis paper. Students are expected to abide by the provisions of the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy when completing all assignments for this course. Violations of the honor code (including cheating on tests and plagiarism on written assignments) will be assumed to be intentional and be treated according to the provisions of the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy.

Ground Rules [written by Lynn Weber Cannon, Memphis State University, 1986]:

1. Acknowledge that oppression (i.e., racism, classism, sexism, etc) exists.

2. Acknowledge that one of the mechanisms of oppression (racism, classism, sexism, etc.) is that we have been systematically taught misinformation about our own group and especially members of devalued/subordinate groups (this is true for both dominant and subordinate group members).

3. Agree not to blame ourselves or others for the misinformation we have learned in the past but accept responsibility for not repeating misinformation after we have learned otherwise.

4. Agree not to blame victims for their oppression.

5. Assume that people (both the groups we study and the members of the class) are always doing the best they can.

6. Actively pursue information about our own groups and that of others.

7. Share information about our groups with other members of the class and we will never demean, devalue, or in any way "put down" people for their experiences.

8. Agree to actively combat the myths and stereotypes about our own groups and other groups so that we can break down the walls that prohibit group cooperation and group gain.

9. Create a safe atmosphere for open discussion. If members of the class wish to make comments that they do not want repeated outside the classroom, they can preface their remarks with a request and the class will agree not to repeat the remarks.

The following schedule is to give you an idea of how the course will proceed; dates and readings may change…

Schedule of Readings

21Aug
Introduction


Syllabus


Perspective Consciousness

23Aug
Video: ST:TNG “the inner light”


Stereotypes and Misinformation

28Aug
Heilbroner. 
Don't let stereotypes warp your judgments.


Sanchez.
Sex, class and race intersections.


Moore.
Racism in the English language.


Leung. 
Model minority myth: Asian Americans.

30Aug
Staples.
Just walk on by.


Certantes.
Poem for the young white man who asked...


Social Construction of Difference


(Class
 4Sept
text, chpt 5


Langston. 
Tired of playing monopoly.


Cerullo & Erlein
Beyond the normal family.


(Race and Ethnicity


 6Sept
text, chpt 5


Yamata
Something about the subject makes it hard to name



Parker.
For the white person who wants to know...


McIntosh. 
White privilege and male privilege.

11Sept
White.  
To be Hopi or American.


Alvarez.
A thread that binds us: Becoming a Puerto Rican woman.


Wu.
In search of Bruce Lee's grave.


Certantes.
Poem for the young white man who asked...


Gould.
We exist.


Fong.
Corrosion.


Cofer.
What the gypsy said to her children.


Kincaid.
Girl.


(Gender

13Sept
text, chpt 5


Blumenfeld…
A discussion about differences...


Flowers…
“I was terrified of being different”…



Lorde. 
There is no hierarchy of oppressions.

18Sept
Exam 1
Images, Ideals, and Myths about Families

20Sept
text, chpt 1


Peters.
Redefining Western families


The Historical Making of Family Diversity

25Sept
text, chpt 3 


video
Nobody’s girls

27Sept
text, chpt 3, cont.
 
Dill.
Our mothers’ grief: Radical ethnic women...


Assoc Press.
Indians mourn wounded-knee bloodshed.



Njeri.
The American melting pot...


video
Nobody’s girls

Economic and Demographic Influences on the Family

 2Oct
text, chpt 4
Economic Transformations
 4Oct 
Demographic Changes
 9Oct
Continue/Review 

11Oct
Exam 2
16Oct
Fall Break


Meshing the Worlds of Work and Family
18Oct
video: Double Burden

23Oct
Harrison… 
Family ecologies of ethnic minority…


Due: Book Analysis Papers
25Oct
text, chpt 6

Langston.
Women and work: Two jobs for less...


Graham.    
Working your fingers to the bone.

30Oct
video: Clotheslines


The Social Construction of Intimacy 

 1Nov 
text, chpt 7

 6Nov
Cancian.
Gender politics: Love and power...

8Nov
Continue/Review

13Nov
Exam 3

Violence in Families

15Nov
text, chpt 10


Shange. 
With no immediate cause (poem)


Piercy.
Rape (poem)


Celest.
The cycle of domestic violence.


Taylor.
For battered women.


Sears.
Sexual abuse: Smashing the silence.

20Nov
text, chpt 4
Aging

22Nov
Thanksgiving Break


Contemporary Relationships/Emergent Families in the Global Era

27Nov
text, chpt 8
29Nov


Family Polity for the 21st Century

 4Dec
text, chpt 12
 6Dec


13Dec (Thurs)
Exam 4 [9:00-11:00]
Note:  The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus as necessary. You are responsible for all changes to the syllabus and all Information presented during class time, regardless of whether or not you attended class. Develop a plan for keeping informed without asking the instructor to repeat what you missed. 

Homework Assignments 

1. Lead class discussion on a portion of a chapter in the text. Identify the main points in class. Turn in an outline and 2-3 questions for discussion (one page typed). 

2. Find a current event that relates to concepts being discussed in your assigned portion of a chapter. In class, identify the source (news from web, magazines, radio/TV); summarize the event; and connect it to the reading.  Turn in the current event.
Name
1-Class Disc
2-Current Event
Delton A

Stephanie A

Valon A

Julia B

Renee B

Heather B

Brittany D

Kalae E

Whitney E

Matthew G

Jessica H

Amber H

Amanda H

Katie H

Megan H

Tashea L

Dana M

Shannon M

Alana M

Marqika M

Nichole M

Melissa M

Jennifer M

Latisha M

Heather M

Caitlyn O

Brittany P

Lauren R

Cynthia R

Jaleesa S

Suhailah S

Courtney S

Lauryn S

Emem U

Candice U

Leslie V

Rebecca W

Camille W

Telisa W

Melissa W

Jessica W

Seng Y

Delta Y

CH5—Class

CH5—Race

CH5—Gender

CH1—Family Images

CH3—Industrialization & Immigration

CH3—Racial Control

CH4—Economic Influences

CH4—Demographic Influences

CH4—Aging

CH6—Changing Work Patterns

CH6—Work & Family Characteristics

CH6—Family Work & Coping

CH7—Heterosexual Courtship

CH7—Sexual Behavior

CH7—Forms of Intimacy

CH10—Violence: Spouse

CH10—Violence: Child

CH10—Violence: Elder

CH8—Marriage Trends
CH8—Micros Aspects

CH12—Singles

CH12—Heterosexual Cohabitation

CH12—Same-Sex Partners

CH12—Separated Families

CH5—Class

CH5—Race

CH5—Gender

CH1—Family Images

CH3—Industrialization & Immigration

CH3—Racial Control

CH4—Economic Influences

CH4—Demographic Influences

CH4—Aging

CH6—Changing Work Patterns

CH6—Work & Family Characteristics
CH6—Family Work & Coping

CH7—Heterosexual Courtship
CH7—Sexual Behavior

CH7—Forms of Intimacy

CH10—Violence: Spouse

CH10—Violence: Child

CH10—Violence: Elder
CH8—Marriage Trends
CH8—Micros Aspects

CH12—Singles

CH7—Heterosexual Courtship

CH7—Sexual Behavior

CH7—Forms of Intimacy

CH10—Violence: Spouse

CH10—Violence: Child

CH10—Violence: Elder

CH8—Marriage Trends

CH8—Micros Aspects

CH12—Singles

CH12—Heterosexual Cohabitation

CH12—Same-Sex Partners

CH12—Separated Families

CH5—Class

CH5—Race

CH5—Gender

CH1—Family Images

CH3—Industrialization & Immigration

CH3—Racial Control

CH4—Economic Influences

CH4—Demographic Influences

CH4—Aging

CH6—Changing Work Patterns

CH6—Work & Family Characteristics

CH6—Family Work & Coping

CH7—Heterosexual Courtship

CH7—Sexual Behavior

CH7—Forms of Intimacy

CH10—Violence: Spouse

CH10—Violence: Child

CH10—Violence: Elder

CH8—Marriage Trends

CH8—Micros Aspects

CH12—Heterosexual Cohabitation

CH12—Same-Sex Partners

CH12—Separated Families

CH5—Class
CH5—Race

CH5—Gender
CH1—Family Images
Book Analysis Paper

Choose 20 concepts from the following list and find an example of each in the novel, I know why the caged bird sings, by Maya Angelou. These concepts are from the first unit: Stereotypes & Identity (articles), Social Construction of Difference (articles), Class, Race, and Gender (CH5).
· agency—social agency/human agency

· alienation

· blaming the victim

· classism
· color symbolism

· discrimination

· double day

· exploitation

· extended family 
· familism

· family-based economy

· family-wage economy
· fictive kin or othermothers

· internalized oppression: racism

· internalized oppression:  sexism

· Internalized oppression:  classism 

· language, power of

· life chances 

· loaded words

· male privilege


· marginalization/outsider status
· multiple jeopardy 

· myth of meritocracy

· occupational segregation
· patriarchy

· people of color as shock absorbers 

· preconceptions

· prejudices
· racial control (or structural racism)

· racial identity
· racism
· sexual identity
· sexism

· shock absorbers—people of color 

· social production

· social reproduction

· stereotypes

· white privilege 
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