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	Create Timeline 


Introduction
Timeline Creator is free software from Johns Hopkins University. With this software, it is possible to create a timeline with a main band plus up to five secondary (sub) bands. The sub-bands appear as tabs. Only one subband at a time can display with the main band. Details pages with embedded images for each event may also be created.
The software contains four files:

· Creator.jar – used to develop the timeline.
· Timeline.xml – the file used to store the code.

· Timeline.swf – which reads the .xml file.

· Timeline.html – which can display the file.

See http://timeline.cer.jhu.edu/documents/Creator_app.doc for the 16-paged technical documentation that includes screen captures.
Important!

1. Create a new folder for each timeline you create. Put blank copies of all three timeline files in each new folder you create.

2. After you create your timeline in creator.jar, all three of the timeline files as well as any images you put in your timeline must reside in the folder you created in order for your timeline to display properly. This also holds true if you are uploading your timeline to Blackboard or to web space.

3. Do NOT rename any of the timeline files. If you do, your timeline will not display. Use foldernames to distinguish between timelines.

4. All imported images must be in .jpg format.
5. Do NOT use the following special characters: "!","&","<", and ">". (These are used in .xml and could confuse the code.)

Configure the Interface 

 This section contains instructions for setting the timeline title, start and stop years or dates, the units of time, and the gradation of time (number of years or dates between the units of time).  In this area, you may also set colors, text font, the number of subbands (if any) and the headers for the sections in the detail view for each event.
1. Click open Creator.jar.

2. Select the Interface Configuration tab.

3. Enter a title for your timeline (~30 character limit).

4. Choose start and stop years for your timeline.

5. Choose the unit for the timeline (years).
6. Choose the gradation (interval between dates on the timeline).
7. Choose the color for the main band. 

8. Choose the color for the border.

9. Choose the text color. (Be sure to maximize contrast between main band color and text color.)

10. Choose text font. (Recommend choosing Sans Serif for the web.)
11. Enter names for the fields you wish to have in the event detail popup window. (e.g. type, location, description).  There is a 15-character limit for each of these names. You do not have to use all the fields. 
Note: write down the names and order of the fields you chose.

12. Enter your name or your group name in the credits (50-character limit).

Create Events
It is possible to create events that appear just as titles with icons on the timeline or events that additionally are clickable with a popup detail page.
Create Event

1. In the Events tab, choose the General Tab in the lower half of the window.
2. Enter a title for the event.

3. Enter a start and end year.

4. Choose an icon for the event.

5. Click Add Event. 

6. The event should now appear in a row in the top half of the window.

7. Click the row. You will notice that the data appears in the General tab again.

Create Detail Page
1. Click the Detail tab next to the General tab in the lower half of the window.

2. Type the desired text in each of the detail fields you defined under the Interface Configuration tab. 

Note: it will help to write down the names and order of the fields because Timeline Creator does not provide them in the interface. They will display when you view the timeline.

3. If you wish to embed an image, click Browse and navigate to the image and select it. Click OK. 

Note: the image must be in .jpg format and reside in the same folder as your timeline files in order to display.

4. When you are finished with the Detail, click Update Event.

Save, Modify, and View Timeline
Save

1. To save your timeline, click File and Save.

2. You will receive a warning saying that the file already exists and asks you if you wish to overwrite. Click Proceed.

Note: Your filename must be timeline.xml. If you rename it, it will not display. If you are creating multiple timelines, create a folder for each and copy blank timeline.xml, timeline.swf, and timeline.html files into them.


Modify

1. Open Creator.jar.

2. Select File and Open.

3. Navigate to the folder with the desired timeline.

4. Select the timeline.xml file and click Open.
View

1. Navigate to the folder with the desired timeline.

2. Click timeline.html file.

Note: In Internet Explorer, you may need to right click the yellow bar and select Allow Blocked Content.
3. To navigate through the timeline, click and drag the black open rectangle across the dates.

4. To view the detail popup for an event, click the event icon. 
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