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	Inspiration 8.0 Overview


Introduction
Inspiration is a software program that enables concept mapping. That is, users can “build graphic organizers to represent concepts and relationships and use the integrated outlining capability to further organize ideas for reports.” It is possible to start with either the Diagram or the Outline view. Inspiration builds the other view automatically. It works on both PC and Mac platforms. The concept maps or outlines created can be transferred to a Word document, embedded in a PowerPoint slide, saved as an image, or as a single or set of Web pages.
Getting Started
When you open Inspiration 8, you will see an Inspiration Starter dialog box. 

You have four choices:
· Diagram 

· Outline 

· Template

· Open an existing file.

Create Diagram

· Click Diagram.

· You will be presented with a green oval with a textbox containing the text “Main Idea.” Note that you can modify that text, type your idea, and hit Enter. This is your main concept.
Add multiple concepts (ideas) at once
1. Click the RapidFire tool.

2. Type the next idea and click Enter.

3. Keep doing this until you are finished, then click the RapidFire tool again to disable it.

Note that your concepts are all linked to the main concept.

Note also that there is a little gray arrow that, when clicked, toggles between display of and hiding these concepts.

Add a single concept

Use this to add a single concept linked off of one of your newly created concepts.

1. Click the desired concept and then click the Create tool. 
2. To enter text, click in the concept, type the concept name, and hit Enter.

Note: To delete a concept, select it and hit Delete.
Add unlinked concepts
1. Click somewhere in the workspace and type the concept name.
2. The concept oval will display.

Link unlinked concepts

1. Click the concept from which you wish to create the link.

2. Click the Links tool.

3. Move your cursor to the concept to which you wish to link.

4. When your cursor encounters that concept, you will notice that the square nodes display on the concept.

5. Double click one of the nodes and your link line and arrow will display.

6. Click the Links tool again to turn it off.

Note: To undo the link making process, just press the Esc key on your computer keyboard.

Note: To delete a link, select the link, and hit Delete.
Label Links

1. Select a link and a rectangular box will display.

2. Click in the box, type text, and hit Enter.
Use Symbol for concept
You may wish to replace a concept’s oval with a symbol. 
To do this,

1. In the bottom of the Symbols box, type a keyword and press Enter.

2. Select the concept whose oval you wish to replace.

3. Select the symbol you wish to use. 
4. You should see that the oval has been replaced with the symbol you selected.

To search the symbol libraries

1. Click the Libraries tab in the Symbols palette.

2. Click the little green down arrow next to the dropdown box just under the Libraries tab.

3. Select the category or subcategory of symbols you wish to view.

4. Select the symbol you wish to use. 
5. You should see that the oval has been replaced with the symbol you selected.
Create Hyperlink

1. Open your browser, navigate to the URL you wish to insert.

2. Highlight the URL in the address box, and select Edit and then Copy.

3. In Inspiration, select the text in the concept for which you wish to create a link.

4. Click the Hyperlink tool.

5. Paste in the URL and click OK.
Note that you can also create an email link as well as link to other documents or Inspiration files. If you plan to do this, put all your files in one folder first.
Change Colors

It is possible to change the background color as well as the colors of the line and fill for the ovals representing the concepts.

To do this

1. Select the concept oval or select the entire diagram.

2. In the menu, select Effect and then the item whose color you wish to change.

To change text color:

1. Select the desired text.

2. In the menu, select Text and then Color.

Suggestion: Maintain high contrast between the background and concept oval fill color as well as between the oval fill color and typed text so that color blind persons can read your diagram.

Create Outline

It is possible to begin by creating an outline or you can switch to Outline view from Diagram view at any time. Inspiration builds both views at the same time.

To switch from Diagram to Outline View, click the Diagram or Outline tool (top left).

To start with an Outline

1. Open Inspiration and choose Outline from the Inspiration Starter dialog box.

2. Highlight and replace Main Idea with your Main topic text.

3. To add your main concepts, click the Topic tool and type a topic name.

4. To add a subtopic under a topic, select your topic, then click Subtopic and type a subtopic name.

Note that you can indent or outdent an item by clicking Left or Right.

Note that you can change the location of an item by selecting it and dragging it to the desired location.

Note that you can add a hyperlink or change text color as you would in the diagram view.

Save and Export Concept Map

When you save your concept map, it will save as an .isf file. This file can only be viewed by someone who also has Inspiration.
Export

Inspiration enables you to export your diagram or outline to Word, a PowerPoint slide, a web page, or to a graphics file. Choosing one of these formats will make it more likely that others will have the software with which to view your file.
To transfer to Word:

1. Select File and Transfer to Word Processor from Inspiration’s menu.

2. Choose the items you wish to transfer and click OK.

Note that you can transfer both the diagram and the outline or one or the other of them.

To transfer to a Web page:

1. Select File and Export from Inspiration’s menu.

2. Select the Web Pages tab.

3. Select Diagram or Outline to make a single web page.

4. Select Site Skeleton if you wish to create a web page for each concept.

Note: to add content to each page, you would need to bring that page into an HTML editor such as Netscape Composer or Dreamweaver.

Get a Free Trial Version
You can download a full-featured free 30-day trial version for Mac or PC or handheld here:
http://www.inspiration.com/ 
Buy It
A single license costs about $50.00 (academic pricing). Google Inspiration + “academic pricing”. One option is http://www.ccvsoftware.com .
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