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	RSS Feeds in Blackboard Courses


Introduction
Really Simple Syndication (RSS) is a way for websites to broadcast news or updates on their site as well as for you, to receive those updates. One way to do this is to embed an RSS feed into your Blackboard course. This handout provides the steps necessary to do this. RSS feeds may be used to bring current events, research updates, or even job openings into your class. 
Locate RSS Feed on a Website
Although RSS Feeds are becoming more common, there are still many websites without them. If a website offers RSS Feeds, you will generally see a small RSS [image: image2.png]


 or XML [image: image3.png]


  icon with a link, often at the bottom of the front page of the site. (For an example, look at the very bottom of the New York Times site at http://www.nytimes.com.)
Create Javascript Code for RSS Feed

1. Click the RSS or XML icon for your desired feed.

2. Highlight and copy the URL of the page that then displays. (Do not copy the code that displays in the page.)

3. Go to Feed2JS at http://feed2js.org/ . This tool will generate the javascript code you need to enter into Blackboard.
4. Paste the URL into the URL box.
The following decisions are up to you. 

5. Under Show Channel, choose yes.

6. Under Number of items to display, choose between 5 and 10.
7. Under Use HTML in item display, choose yes.

8. Under Show item posting date, choose yes.

9. Under Target links in the new window, choose yes (unless you have someone in your class using a screen reader).
10. Choose Yes for Podcast enclosures, if desired.

11. It is not necessary to enter anything in the UTF or Custom CSS Class items.

12. Click Preview Feed to be sure that the feed will work everything looks as you wish.

13. Click Generate JavaScript.

14. In the box under Get Your Code Here, highlight and copy the javascript code.

Embed Javascript in Blackboard

1. Login to Blackboard. 

2. If you are using Internet Explorer, it is necessary to turn off the HTML editor while embedding the javascript code for the feed. To do this:

a. Click Personal Information in the Tools pane located in the upper left corner of your My UNCG page.

b. Click Set Visual Text Box Editor Options.

c. Choose Unavailable and click Submit.

3. Navigate to the content area in the control panel of the course into which you wish to embed the RSS feed.
4. Click Add Item.

5. Type a label for the title of the RSS.

6. Paste the javascript code into the text box.

7. Click the HTML radio button below the text box.

8. Complete any other desired settings, then click Submit.

9. If desired, return to Personal Information on your My UNCG page to reactivate the HTML editor.
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