Syllabus: History 502

African American History: Selected Topics
Professor Schweninger

This course will consist of |ectures, readings,
weekly presentations, a paper, and two exam nati ons.
The general topic for this senester is Slavery in the

Anericans. The lectures will usually be on a topic
related to the reading assignnent for the week. The
required reading, |isted under "Schedul e of

Assignnents," will include sections or chapters from
John Hope Franklin and Alfred Mdss, From Sl avery To
Freedom A History of African Anericans, eighth edition
(New York: McGaw HiIl, 2000) [hereafter cited as FSTF]
and Peter Kol chin, Anerican Sl avery, 1619-1877 (New
York: H Il and Wang, 1993) [AS].

Besi des the required readi ng, each undergraduate
student should read at |east one article, essay, or
book-chapter per week on the week's topic; each graduate
student should read at |east twd. You should begin the
course by perusing the assigned sections or chapters in
FSTF and AS, and then refer to the bibliographical
sections at the end of the volunes to find an
appropriate article or essay. For exanple, during week
three we wll be exam ning the African Slave Trade.
After reading Chapter 3 in FSTF, you should turn to the
bi bl i ographi cal reference section (pp. 643-45). You
m ght wish to read a group of docunents in Elizabeth
Donnan's Docunents |llustrative of the H story of the
Slave Trade to Anerica, or a chapter from Dani el
Manni x' s Bl ack Cargoes, or the article by J. F. R ppy on
"The Negro and Spani sh Pioneers in the New World," in
Journal of Negro History. You nmay also wish to search
websites for relevant readi ngs. Your website research
shoul d focus only on primary sources (see below for a
few addresses). The books and articles concerning
African history are |ocated on the 8th floor of Jackson
Li brary; those concerning Anerican slavery are on the




7th floor under call nunbers E183-5 and E444-. During
each class session there will be a period set aside for
general discussion, questions, and a brief presentation
(four or five mnutes) by students on their outside
reading. Once during the senester, each graduate
student will present a fifteen mnute presentation on
her or his research topic (see bel ow and net hodol ogy.
At the final class session you should turn in a

bi bl i ography of the chapters and articles you have read
during the senester. It should include the foll ow ng:
week nunber, topic for the week, title of the reading,
and chapter[s] or pages read. For exanple:

Ni nt h Week: The South's Peculiar Institution
Kennet h Stanpp, The Peculiar Institution:
Slavery in the
Ant e- Bel | um Sout h (New Yor k: Vi ntage Books,
1956), chapter 4.

Your paper may be on any subject dealing wth
Slavery in the United States fromthe Anmerican
Revolution to the Civil War. For exanple, you m ght
wish to wite about slave resistance: Wat constituted
resistance? Did it vary in different parts of the South?
During different tinme periods? What were the results?
Direct quotations should be foot- or end-noted, and the
paper shoul d include a bibliography (for questions on
style see Mary Lynn Ranpolla, A Pocket Guide to Witing
Hi story, 3nd edition [Boston and New York: Bedford/ St.
Martin's, 2000]). Undergraduates should wite a five-
to seven-page research paper; graduate students should
wite a fifteen- to twenty-page research paper. Both
shoul d i nclude a sunmary of secondary sources as well as
the use primary sources. At the class session for the
fifth week, each student should hand in a bibliography
and a one page proposal for the paper. At the class
session for the sixth week, these will be discussed in
I ndi vi dual conferences with the instructor. A clean,




typed copy of the paper should be handed in on Mnday,
Decenber 9; late papers will be accepted only in extrene
ci rcunst ances. During the senester there will be
two exam nations, conbining essay and objective
questions. The first wll be given at mdterm the
final examw ||l be given the first Mnday of the final
exam week. For undergraduates, your class participation
and talks to the class (they should be extenporaneous
but you may refer to an outline) conbined with your
paper will constitute one-third of your final grade; the
m dtermand final examnation will each count one-third.
For graduate students your class participation, talks to
the class (they too should be extenporaneous but you nay
refer to an outline), and fifteen mnute presentation
conbi ned with your paper will constitute one-half of
your final grade; the mdtermand final exam nation wl|
each count one fourth. Your graded paper wll be
returned to you at the tinme of the final, and w |

I ncl ude a grade for your participation and presentations
to the class. M office hours in 240 Ml ver are one
hour before this class neets and by appoi nt nent.

Schedule of Assignments
First Wek: August 19
Housekeepi ng matters
Lecture: H storians and African-Amrerican H story
Second Week: August 26
Lecture: Guvilizations in Sub-Saharan Africa
Assi gnnent: Chapter 1, 2, FSTF, Peruse "Bibliographical Notes" in FSTF,
and "Bi bl iographi cal Essay" in AS; read A Pocket Quide
Third Week: Septenber 9
Lecture: The African Slave Trade
Assignment: pp. 33-49, FSTF
Fourth Wek: Septenber 16
Lecture: The African D aspora
Assi gnnent: 50- 63, FSTF
Fifth Wek: Septenber 23
Lecture: Col onial Slavery
Assi gnnent: Chapter 4, FSTF;, Chapters 1-2, AS.
Si xth Week: Septenber 30 no cl ass; individual conferences

about research progress
M d-term exam nati on, Cctober 7




Sevent h Wek: Cctober 21
Lecture: The Era of the American Revol ution
Assi gnnment: Chapters 5, 6, FSTF, Chapter 3, AS;
Ei ght h Week: October 28
Lecture: The Donestic Sl ave Trade
Assi gnnent: Chapter 7, FSTF
Ni nt h Week: Novenber 4
Lecture: The South's Peculiar Institution
Assi gnnent: Chapter 8, FSTF
Tenth Week: Novenber 11
Lecture: The Sl ave's Reaction to Bondage
Assi gnnent: Chapter 4, AS
El eventh Week: Novenber 18
Lecture: The Sl avehol ding d ass
Assi gnnment: Chapter 6, AS
Twel ft h Week: Novenber 25
Lecture: Free Blacks in the Amrerica
Assignnment: pp. 167-184, FSTF
Thirteenth Wek: Decenber 2
Lecture: In Search of the Prom sed Land
Assi gnnent: pp. 184-191, FSTF
Fourteenth Week: Decenber 9 (papers and bi bl i ographi es due)
Lectures: Slavery and the Coming of the Gvil Wr
Assignment: Chapter 10, FSTF

Fi nal Examination: Decenber 16
Relevant Website Addresses

http://history.uncg. edu/ sl averypetitions

http://docsout h. unc. edu

http://www.questia.com

http://ww. ut oronto. ca/ nuseuni revi ews/ 2001/ Shi r al ee/ Huds

on. ht m
http://wwv. press. uillinois.edu/s01/schweni nger. htmn
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