THE UNI TED STATES: A GENERAL SURVEY S| NCE 1865

H'S 212 Sec. 03 Spring Senester 2003

Tl ME: Mon. 7:30-10: 20

PLACE: Mcl ver 140

| NSTRUCTOR: P. Stephens e-mail: p_stephe@ncg. edu
OFFI CE: MCVR 223 Tel ephone: 334-5732(office)
OFFI CE HOURS: Mbn. 6:15-7:15 910-673-2979( hone)

or by appoi nt nent
COURSE DESCRI PTI ON:

H'S 212 will survey both chronologically and topically the
devel opment of Anmerican civilization from|865 to the present. Course
design ainms to famliarize students with major trends, ideas, problens
and achi evenents of the United States since 1865, and to stinulate
student interest. Reading assignnents and class sessions attenpt to
facilitate students becomng citizen-leaders able to take historically
i nformed position on 21st Century issues.

REQUI RED TEXTBOOK & READER
1. Brinkl ey, Alan. AMERI CAN HI STORY: A SURVEY, Vol. 11: Si nce
1865 (11th edition), 2003, McG aw Hi Il Conpanies, Inc.

2. Madaras, Larry and Janes M SoRelle, editors,etc. TAKING
SI DES: CLASHI NG VI EWN5 ON CONTROVERSI AL | SSUES | N AMERI CAN
HI STORY, VOL. 11, RECONSTRUCTION TO THE PRESENT (10th edition),
2003, McGraw Hill/ Duskin.

COURSE OBJECTI VES:

() To develop a framework for viewing U. S. history fromthe Civi
War to the present. Students will be able to recognize nanes and events
in terms of time and place, and identify their significance to mjor
novenents.

(2) To develop ability to analyze and assenble information and
ideas significant to the discussion of mmjor issues and novenents.
(Students will be able to trace mjor nmovenents of U S. history--e.g.
growth of the powers of the Presidency, evolvenent of denocracy,
enmergence of U S. from an isolationist policy to that of world power,
gr owt h of f eder al government's role I n econony, etc. - -show ng
under st andi ng of the significance of events and cogni zance of differing
viewpoints in their discussion. (Course enphasis is on the scope and
depth of insight rather than on nmenorization of facts as presented by any
one aut hor or lecture.)

(3) To becone familiar with sources of historical information:
Students will be able to locate and utilize standard reference works,
coll ective histories, special studies, primary sources and sources of



current information. Students wll begin to analyze and detect an
author's point of view and evaluate the use and validity of on-line
sour ces.

(4) To become aware of significant contenporary issues and their

hi storical roots: Students will begin to utilize historical data to
illumnate and bring perspective to discussion of current issues.
Students will increasingly ask probing questions, explore resources, and
contribute voluntarily to small group and on-line discussions utilizing

Bl ackboar d.
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COURSE REQUI REMENTS:

(1) READI NG assignnments fromtext on tinme; assignnents are designed to
be conpleted prior to class the day listed (see attached schedul e).
Readi ng schedule is sonetines fairly heavy; |ook ahead; pl an.

2) Class ATTENDANCE and PARTI ClI PATI ON. Everyone is expected to attend
class regularly, on time, and having read assignment. (Mdire than 2
unexcused absences will result in the |owering of your final grade.)
Participation may take the formof active listening, witten quizzes,
oral contributions, small group contributions in class, resourcing, and
on-line discussions prior to class.

3) Keep a JOURNAL recording of your thoughts & understandi ngs as you
read two points of view on at |least 12 issues from your reader, TAKING
SIDES. (You may al so report on SUPPLEMENTARY readi ngs /vi ew ng

/ expl oratory on-line searches on these issues or other topics of your own
personal interest)

Use a separate folder or thin notebook for recording journal entries
(separate fromclass lecture notes); a hard copy wll be taken up tw ce
during termand just prior to final exam individual entries may be
requested by e-mail at an earlier date. (If journal is handwitten, use
pen, not pencil.)

(4) Satisfactory performance on m d-term exans and COMPREHENSI VE fi nal
exam Bl ue books are necessary & can be purchased in book store.

(Attention to contenporary events of historic significance through use of
newspapers, magazi nes, journals, and other nedia is encouraged and often
t he basis for bonus points)

BASI S ON WHI CH GRADES W LL BE ASSI GNED: % Poi nt s
Md-term exans (2) 40% 400
Cl ass Participation: Short in-class witings,
qui zzes on weekly readi ngs; maps; reports 20% 200
smal | group work, on-line discussion etc.;reports
Jour nal 20% 200
Conpr ehensi ve Final Exam 20% 200

MAKE- UP POLI CY: No make-up for weekly reading quiz; make-up on announced
exanms granted for EXCUSED absences ONLY (arrange inmediately--within 24
hrs.).

HONOR POLI CY: Each student is obligated to be famliar with the Academ c

Integrity Policy (see htp/Mww.uncg.edu/saf/sudisco//Manua. ht mM) and to conply with
its provisions.

GRADES W LL BE COMPUTED ON THE FOLLOW NG SCALE:
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND READI NG ASSI GNMENTS: The foll owi ng schedul e
lists textbook readings. It is a tentative assignnent sheet that nmay
be adjusted during the quarter. READI NG ASSI GNMENTS ARE SCHEDULED TO
BE READ PRIOR to class |ectures and di scussions to provide background
for good |istening, conprehension of major trends and novenents, and
active participation.

Jan. 13 | NTRODUCTI ON: Who are We? What is History? Overview of
course & objectives; LEADERSHI P: Civil War & Reconstruction
& nore current | eaders.

Jan. 20 NO CLASS: MK Hol iday. Special Assignment: Attend one MK
speci al event during January and wite about it in journal
as supplementary event; (Background readi ng on MK:

Bri nkl ey, pp. 836-38).

Jan. 27 RECONSTRUCTI ON AND THE NEW SOUTH:. Bri nkl ey, *pp.406-438;
Take notes & do additional research for 2 questions; TAKING
SIDES, Issue 1: Was It Wong to | npeach Andrew Johnson?
Issue 6: Did Racial Segregation Inprove the Status of
African Anmericans?

Feb. 3 THE Gl LDED AGE: | NDUSTRI AL SUPREMACY / | NDUSTRI AL WORKERS
I N THE NEW ECONOMY:  Brinkl ey, pp. *472-97; TAKING Sl DES,
| ssue 2: Was John D. Rockefeller a ‘Robber Baron’? THE
AGE OF THE CITY, read pp. 498-506; skim pp.506-529.

Feb. 10 TAKING SIDES, Issue 4. Was City Governnent in Late-
Ni neteenth Century America a ‘Conspicious Failure’ ?
JOURNALS DUE
NATI ONAL POLITICS, 1877-1900: Brinkley, *pp. 530-550; 467-
69.

Feb. 17 Exam | on | 865-1900 (Bring Bl ue Book)
| SOLATION TO EMPI RE:  Brinkl ey, pp. 552-572
TAKI NG SIDES, Issue 5: Did Yellow Journalism Cause the
Spani sh- Ameri can War?

Feb. 24 THE RI SE OF PROGRESSI VI SM  MJNI CIl PAL AND STATEHOUSE
PROGRESSI VI SM  Bri nkl ey pp.574-599; TAKING SI DES: | ssue
3:Did the Industrial Revolution Disrupt the Anmerican
Fam | y?; PROGRESSIVI SM THE BATTLE FOR NATI ONAL REFORM
UNDER ROOSEVELT, TAFT, & WLSON; Brinkley, *pp.602-613.

Mar. 3 ROOSEVELT, TAFT, & WLSON S FOREI GN POLI CY: Brinkley, 613-
619; AMERI CAN AND THE GREAT WAR, Bri nkley, 620-40.



Mar .
Mar .

10
17

24

EXAM #2 on 1897-1918 Donestic and Foreign Policy;Bring Blue
Book

SPRI NG BREAK

Cat chup, Brinkley 640-47; THE NEW ERA: Bri nkl ey 648-673;
TAKING SIDES: |SSUES 7 & 8, Was the Ku Klux Klan an
Extrem st Movenent? & Did the Wonen’ s Movenent Die in the
1920’ s?

THE GREAT DEPRESSI ON: H. HOOVER:  Brinkl ey, pp.674-700;
FDR & THE NEW DEAL: Brinkl ey, *pp.702-726.
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Mar .

Apr .

Apr .

Apr .

Apr .

May

May

31

13

20

27

12

THE GLOBAL CRISIS: Brinkley 728-746; TAKING SIDES, |ssue 9,
Was Information About the Attack on Pearl| Harbor

Del i berately Wthheld Fromthe Anerican Conmmanders?
AMERI CA I N A WORLD AT WAR, Bri nkl ey, pp. 750-775.

POST WORLD WAR || FOREI GN POLICY: THE COLD WAR:  Bri nkl ey,
pp. 776-797; TAKING SIDES, |ssue 10, Did Comrmuni sm
Threaten America s Internal Security after World War 11?7 &
I ssue Il: Should President Truman Have Fired General
MacArt hur ?

POST WORLD WAR || DOVESTI C POLI CY: THE AFFLUENT SOCI ETY,
Bri nkl ey, pp. 798-829; TAKING SIDES, |ssue 12, WAs Dw ght
Ei senhower a Great President?

JFK/ LBJ/ NI XON: THE CRI SIS OF AUTHORI TY, Brinkl ey 830-857;
858-891 (specified portions); TAKING SIDES, Issue 13, Did
Presi dent Kennedy Effectively Manage the Cuban M ssile
Crisis

TAKI NG SIDES, Issue 14 Should Anerica Remain a Nation of

| mm grants; THE AGE OF REAGON, Brinkley 892-915 (specified
portions); TAKING SIDES, |Issue 15 Did President Reagan W n
the Cold War? & Issue 16 WII History Consider WIIliam
Jefferson Clinton a Reasonably Good President?

THE AGE OF GLOBALI ZATION: Brinkley, pp. 918-951 (specified
portions) CATCHUP, REVI EW EVALUATION: TAKING SI DES, |ssue
17, |Is America Entering the Twenty-First Century in a

Peri od of Decline?

FI NAL EXAM  Conpr ehensive (Bring blue books)






