Syllabus: History 301
RACE AND SLAVERY IN AMERICA

A SURVEY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY
To 1865

Professor Schweninger

This course will consist of |ectures, readings, discussions, an
oral presentation, three exans, and a final exam nation. The |ectures,
|isted below in the “Schedul e of Assignments,” will usually be on a
topic related to the readi ng assignnment for the week and will sonetines
include a narrative section, a story about an incident or individual
that highlights the subject matter. The required reading wll include
sections fromthree books: John Hope Franklin and Al fred Mdss, From
Slavery To Freedom A History of African Anericans, eighth edition (New
York: McGaw Hill, 2000) [hereafter cited as FSTF]; Donald R Wi ght,
African Anericans in the Early Republic, 1789-1831 (Weeling, Illinois:
Harl an Davi dson, Inc., 1993) [hereafter AAER]; Loren Schweni nger, ed.,
The Southern Debate over Slavery: Petitions To Southern Legi sl atures,

1778-1864 (Urbana: Illinois Press, 2001) [hereafter SDOS]. The | ast
mentioned book is in print and online at
http://ww. press. uillinois.edu/ epub/books/schweni nger; Also see:

http://library.uncg. edu/slavery petitions.

Despite the relatively large size of the class, toward the
concl usi on of each session time will be set aside for questions,
comments, reflections, and, after the first few weeks, for student
presentations: a brief (three to four m nutes) summary, comrent, and
anal ysis of one of the assigned petitions from SDOS. The assignnents
in this volume will be given by petition nunber, i.e., Pets. #1, #2,
#3, rather than by page nunber. It is inportant that each student
conplete the assigned reading for the class session to participate in
di scussi on and comentary on the assigned petition.

During the senester there will be three exans, conbining objective
and short essay questions. The questions will cone fromthe reading
assi gnnents, |ectures, discussions, and videos. Attendance is
required. M ssing nore than three classes could result in a drop of
one letter grade. There will be a final exam nation covering the
entire course but with an enphasis on the portion fromthe previous
exam The final will contain objective and essay questions. Wth

regard to your final grade, your three hourly exans will each count 20
percent, your class participation and presentation wll count 20
percent, and your final examw || count 20 percent. Makeup exans w |

be given only in extrene circunstances. M office hours in 240 Ml ver
on Mondays and Wednesdays are between 3:00 and 4:00 P.M and by
appoi nt nment .



Schedule of Assignments
First Week:
Monday, January 12 Housekeeping matters
Wednesday, January 14
Lecture: Hi storians and African-American History
« George W Willians; Carter G Wodson; W E. B. DuBois
« Difficulties facing students of African American Hi story
« Secondary and Prinmary Sources
Readi ng Assi gnnent: “Introduction,” SDOS
Friday, January 16
Lecture: Civilizations of Africa
«Chana, Mali, Songhai
«East and South Africa: the Bantu Peopl es
‘West African Forest Kingdons
Readi ng Assi gnnent: Chapter 1, FSTF
Second Week:
Monday, January 19: no class, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Wednesday, January 21
Lecture: West Africa Before the Com ng of Europeans
*Rel i gi ons: concept of tine, “living dead,” Islam
«Et hni ¢ groups: Yoruba, Ashanti, Akan
«Ki nshi p groups and Extended Famly
Readi ng Assi gnnment: Chapter 2, FSTF
Fri day, January 23
Lecture: The African Sl ave Trade, Part |
-The Diligent: king Agaja of Dahonmey, cowy shells
Robert Durand, Wyudah, Martinique
«The Begi nning of the Sl ave Trade
Readi ng Assignnment: Chapter 3, pp. 33-49, FSTF; peruse visual
website http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/ Sl avery/
Third Week
Monday, January 26
Lecture: The African Sl ave Trade, Part 11
The Asiento; Christopher Col unbus
Wiy did the trade flourish for so | ong?
The M ddl e Passage; O audah Equi ano
Readi ng Assignnment: “Boarding the Slave Ship,” “The M ddl e Passage,
in The Interesting Narrative of the Life of d audah Equi ano,
online at http://ww.brycchancarey. com equi ano/
Wednesday, January 28
Lecture: The Results of the African Sl ave Trade
Readi ng Assi gnment: review readi ngs and notes
Friday, January 30: Video, “Ship of Slaves: the Mddl e Passage”
Fourt h Week:
Monday, February 2 First Exam
Wednesday, February 4
Lecture: Africans in the Caribbean and Mainland Latin Anerica
«Bar bados; absentee | andl ords; sugar production
Negro, nulatto, sanbo, quadroon, nustee
«Breedi ng, brutality, punishnments
-Runaways, naroons, revolts, Toussaint Louverture
Readi ng Assi gnnent: 50-63, FSTF; Chapter 9, John Hope Franklin and
Loren Schweni nger, Runaway Sl aves [hereafter RS], an ebook at




http://wwv. netlibrary. com ebook info.asp?product i d=53406
Fri day, February 6
Lecture: Black Servitude in the Carolinas
«Cultivation of rice; growth of black population; inmunities
«Fi shing, healing, herding, corn and fruits fromAfrica
«Headright systemin North Carolina; slow expansion
Readi ng Assignment: 69-72, FSTF, Pets. #2, #9, #10, SDCS
Fifth Wek:
Monday, February 9
Lecture: Blacks in Colonial Virginia
epopul ati on growth; Robert Councillor Carter;
«“outl andi sh Negroes”, “new Negroes”, “Anmerican Negroes”
erunaways; conspiracy to revolt; CGeorge, Jack Bow er, Gabri el
Readi ng Assi gnment: 65-69, FSTF, Pets. #1, #3, #4, #6, #7, SDOS
Wednesday, February 11
Lecture: Slavery in New England and the M ddl e Col oni es
«Rum and the triangul ar trade; buying and selling sl aves
eoccupational variety; John and Sanuel Adans oppose sl avery
Sl ave | aws; legal rights of slaves
Reasons for “humane” or “m |l d” form of human bondage
Readi ng Assignnent: 72-78, FSTF
Friday, February 13,
Topi c: The American Revol ution: video “Revolution” (Africans in
America, Part 2), 90 minutes (first half)
Si xt h Week:
Monday: February 16
Topi c: The American Revol ution: video “Revolution” (Africans in
America, Part 2), 90 mnutes (second half)
Readi ng Assignnent: Chapter 5, FSTF, Pets. #11, #34, #52, SDCS
Wednesday: February 18
Lecture: Blacks in the New Republic
«The Conservative Reaction
The Cotton G n
«Closing the African Slave Trade; John Carruthers Stanly
Readi ng Assignnent: pp. 119-25, FSTF; Pets. #13, #19, #59, SDOS
Friday: February 20
Lecture: The Energence of the Cotton Ki ngdom
« What were the causes?
« Mgration of small slave owners
« WWhat were the results? The sal e of Jane
Readi ng Assignnment: pp. 119-25, FSTF; pp. 124-25, 147-48, RS; Pets.
#20, #21, #24, SDOS
Sevent h Week:
Monday: February 23
Lecture: The Donestic Sl ave Trade
Hope Slatter, Austin Wolfolk, Franklin & Arnfield
sE. A Andrews, Slavery and the Donestic Slave Trade (1836)
ol npact of the Trade on the African American Fanily
«“Breedi ng sl aves,” Buying and Selling, Slaves as Propery
Readi ng Assi gnnent: pp. 128-37, FSTF;, Chapter 1, AAER, Pets. #97,
#114, #121, SDOS
Wednesday: February 25 no cl ass
Fri day: February 27
Lecture: Hi storians and the Study of Slavery




«Urich B. Phillips, Anerican Negro Sl avery
Kenneth Stanpp, The Peculiar Institution
«John Bl assi ngane, The Slave Community
Readi ng Assi gnment: “Bibliographical Essay,” AAER
Ei ght h Week:
Monday: March 1
Lecture: The South’s Peculiar Institution: An Introduction
-myths and realities
eseven generalizations about slavery in the South
How di d sl ave owners justify owning other hunman beings
Readi ng Assignnent: Chapter 2, AAER Pets. #12, #77,
Wednesday: March 3 Second Exam
Friday: March 5
Lecture: A Life in Bondage: the Story of Sally Thomas
«From Charlottesville to Nashville
«A Self-hired Slave and Her Children
«The Quest for Freedom
Readi ng Assignnment: Pets. #91, #87, #149
Ni nth Week: no class, Spring Break
Tent h Week:
Monday: March 15
Lecture: The Organization of Sl aves
«Overseers, Plantation Managers, Sl ave Driver
«Gang system task system half-hands, full-hands
Wmen and the slave regine
Readi ng Assi gnment: pp. 138-150, FSTF; Pets. #43, #53, #74, #117
Wednesday: March 17
Lecture: Plantation Rules
« work and after hours
- holiday festivities, slaves’ owning property
« puni shnents; two antebel | um pl antati ons
Readi ng Assi gnnment: Chapter 2, AAER Pets. #72
Friday: March 19
Each student should try to attend one session of the synposium
sponsored by the history departnent titled “Docunenting
the African Anerican Past”
El eventh Week
Monday: March 22
Lecture: Slavery and the Law
« Slaves as Property and as Peopl e
« Defining who was a “Negro”
« Property, marriage, novenent, education, nanum ssion
Readi ng Assi gnment: pp. 150-58, FSTF; Pets. #18, #25, #29, #47
Wednesday: March 24
Lecture: Slaves’ Reaction to Bondage: Part |, Runaways
« Reasons for Runni ng Away
« Were to go?
« The fate of runaways
Readi ng Assignnment: pp. 158-166, FSTF, Pets. #32, #44, #45
Friday: March 26
Lecture: Slaves’ Reaction to Bondage: Part 11, Conspiracies and
Revol ts
« Gabriel, Denmark Vesey, Nat Turner
« Conspiracies and Qutlying Slaves




- Fears anong Sl avehol ders
Readi ng Assi gnment: Chapter 3, AAER
Twel fth Week:
Monday: March 29
Lecture: Free Blacks in the South: Part I, The Com ng of Freedom
« How did slaves obtain their freedonf
« How did hiring and self-hire play a role?
- What was t he denographic profile of free blacks?
Readi ng Assignnment: Chapter 4, AAER Pets. #22, #37, #60
Wednesday: March 31
Lecture: Free Blacks in the South: Part I, Sustaining Freedom
« Econoni ¢ Consi derati ons
« Social and Political Considerations
« Free Bl acks and the Law, Free Black Sl ave Omers
Readi ng Assignnent: pp. 167-84, FSTF;, Pet #64, #70, #83, #86, #152
Friday: April 2: Third Exam
Thirteenth Week
Monday: April 5
Guest Lecture: Dr. Jennifer Dorsey, “Mnstrel Shows”
Readi ng Assignment: pp. 184-191, FSTF
Wednesday: April 7
“Saf e Harbor: The Underground Rail road” video
Readi ng Assi gnnent: pp. 204-210, FSTF
Friday: April 9 no class
Fourt eent h Week
Monday: April 12
Lecture: Pan Africani smand Col oni zati on
« Paul Cuffe, Sierra Leone
« Dani el Coker, Liberia
« Edward WI not Bl yden; Peyton Skipwith to John Cocke
Readi ng Assignment: Chapter 5, AAER Pets. #68, #90
Wednesday: April 14
Lecture: The Sectional Conflict, Part | to 1831
« Early Differences; the Mssouri Conprom se
« South Carolina and Nullification
« David Wal ker’s Appeal, Garrison’s The Liberator, Nat Turner
Readi ng Assignnent: 193-204, FSTF;, #153, #154, #155
Friday: April 16
Lecture: The Sectional Conflict, Part Il 1832 to 1859
« The South Defends Itself with Pro-Slavery stance
« Slavery in the Territories and the Crisis over California
« Uncle Tonmis Cabin, Dred Scott, John Brown
Readi ng Assignnment: 210-219, FSTF
Fi fteenth Wek:
Monday: April 19
Lecture: The Election of Abraham Lincoln
« Li ncol n- Dougl as Debates; A House Divided Cannot Stand
« Southern Fire Eaters
« South Carolina Secedes; the beginning of war
Readi ng Assi gnnent :
Wednesday: April 21
Lecture: FreedomDuring the Cvil War
« Emanci pati on Procl amati on
« Gertrude Thomas Plantation in Georgia




« “A People on the Myve”; Jordon Anderson to P. H. Anderson
Readi ng Assi gnnent: pp. 221-228, FSTF
Friday: April 23
Lecture: The Meani ng of Freedom
« “To belong to ourselves”; earning a living; search for famlies
« New relations with whites; the color line;
« Violence and the organi zati on of the KKK
Readi ng Assi gnnent: pp. 228-238, FSTF
Si xt eent h Week:
Monday: April 26
Lecture: Blacks in Union Blue
« The Confiscation and Mlitia Acts
« Recruitnent of the 1t South Carolina Volunteers
« Fort Pillow, Tennessee
Begi nning of “Let My People CGo: the Trials of Bondage in Wrds of
Master and Sl ave” video
Readi ng Assignnent: pp. 238-44, FSTF
Wednesday: April 28
Lecture: The Vass Sl aves
Conpl etion of “Let My People Go: the Trials of Bondage in Wrds of
Master and Sl ave” video
Readi ng Assignment: Pets. #116, #129, #144, SDOS
Friday: April 30 no class
Sevent eent h Week
Monday: May 3 review
Fi nal Examination: Friday, 7 May 2004, 8:00 AM to 11:00 A M

Important Website Addresses

http://library.uncqg. edu/ sl avery petitions

htt p: //docsout h. unc. edu

http://ww. utoronto.ca/ nuseunirevi ews/ 2001/ Shi r al ee/ Hudson. ht ni
http://ww.press.uillinois.edu/s01l/schweni nger. htn
http://139.140.12. 20: 8080/ flighttofreedon|ivel/intro.shtni
http://hitchcock.itc.virgini a. edu/ Sl avery/
http://nmenory. | oc. gov/ amenm sthtnl /st honme. ht ni
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