
Syllabus
Southern Slavery and the Law

History 511-A, Fall 2003
Professor Schweninger

The purpose of this seminar is to write a research paper, using
primary sources, on a topic concerning Southern Slavery and the Law.
The paper is due on Thursday, 4 December 2003. Late papers will not
be accepted. For undergraduates it should be no longer than fifteen
pages; for graduates no longer than twenty-five pages, including foot-
or endnotes and bibliography.

To choose a topic and begin to organize your research, the first
few class sessions will be devoted reading and discussing Thomas D.
Morris, Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1996) [hereafter SSL; on reserve
in Jackson library]; Loren Schweninger, ed., The Southern Debate Over
Slavery: Volume 1, Petitions to Southern Legislature, 1778-1864
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2001) [hereafter SDOS; an e-
book at http://history.uncg.edu/slaverypetitions); and Mary Lynn
Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, third edition (Boston:
Bedford/St. Martin's, 2001).

During the first class session, assignments will be given out so
that each student can prepare reports on chapters SSL, SDOS, and A
Pocket Guide. During the fourth class session (September 11), we will
discuss the “how to” of writing history. Before the fifth class
session (September 18) students should peruse the website of librarian
Kathy Crowe (http://library.uncg.edu/depts/ref/bibs/his511ws.html),
and examine the Race and Slavery Petitions Project website
(http://history.uncg.edu/slaverypetitions). We will spend this
session in the library discussing primary and secondary sources and
research methods.

Before the sixth class session (September 25) each student should
have read Rampolla and selected a topic for the semester's research.
Rampolla’s Guide contains information about how to take notes. We
will discuss in class what you wish to do and how you want to do it.
You should keep in mind that historians (most of them) seek to distill
information from a body of evidence and argue a thesis. Also
historians make comparisons, especially in time and location, and, in
our case, how laws evolved and changed over time and in different
settings. Writing a research paper involves the ability to collect,
analyze, and interpret evidence, and bring it together in an
imaginative and innovative fashion.

You may, if you wish, rely on petitions to southern legislatures
as a primary source. Approximately 3,000 petitions, mostly from
Delaware, Virginia, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi,
and Texas, have been compiled by the Race and Slavery Petitions
Project. They are on microfilm in Jackson Library, where photocopies
can be made, and in the Petitions Project archives (Brown building,
rooms 3 and 4, basement southeast corner, where there will be a sign
up sheet for the microfilm reader). The petitions are searchable with
the "Search Petitions" function of the Project website cited above,
and with a 450-page printed guide. The website contains a PAR



(Petition Analysis Record) number for each petition in the collection,
and the printed guide contains the state and frame location of each
petition. You may, if you choose, however, rely on other primary
sources, including material at the state archives in Raleigh, the
Southern Collection at UNC-Chapel Hill, or the manuscript collections
at Duke University, University of Virginia, or University of South
Carolina. In any event, you should probably concentrate on one state
and one period between the American Revolution and the Civil War.

On October 2, students should bring to class the notes they have
taken from secondary and primary sources, an outline of your paper,
including a thesis statement, and be prepared to discuss briefly your
preliminary findings. At this class session, undergraduates will meet
at 6:00 p.m. and graduate students at 7:00 p.m.

On October 16, students should bring to class a rough draft of
their paper, and present it to the class in summary fashion. At this
class session, undergraduates will meet at 6:00 p.m. and graduate
students at 7:00 p.m. Undergraduates should pass out to fellow
undergraduates, and graduates to fellow graduates, a copy of their
paper. All students should provide the instructor with a copy of this
rough draft.

On October 23, undergraduates will meet to critique one another’s
papers.

On October 30, graduate students will meet to critique one
another’s papers.

On the two above dates, the instructor will hand back rough
drafts with his comments and suggestions.

Criticisms should be rigorous and suggest weaknesses or flaws in
an argument or the sources but should also be made in a positive and
constructive manner.

Your final papers should include a bibliography of secondary
sources, including for undergraduates at least ten books and/or
articles and for graduates at least fifteen books and/or articles. It
should also include a brief bibliography of primary sources.

The final grade in the course will be the same as the grade on
your final paper unless you have missed class or not completed the
assignments as cited above. Class attendance is mandatory. Your
final papers will not be returned but will be filed in the history
department office as part of your academic record. My office hours
(240 McIver) are Thursdays 11:00-12:00 and 5:00-6:00 and by
appointment.
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