WCV 101-08 Cl assroom G aham 212

Western Civilization Time: MAF 12:00-12:50
Fall 2001 Instructor: Mark Moser
e-mail: nmanobser @ncg. edu
Syl | abus
Text:
The Western Heritage: Vol. |, To 1715. Seventh Edition. Donald Kagan, Steven
Oznent, Frank M Turner (Prentice Hall, 2001).

Course Obj ectives:

This course is designed to help students gain a better understandi ng of key
historical periods and events fromantiquity through the first half of the
seventeenth century. Special enphasis will be placed on the devel opnent of
western culture and how and why civilization devel oped and spread in the nanner
it did. Because this is a broad survey course we will exam ne nmany topics which
both directly and indirectly shaped our western heritage, including: politics,
religion, art, language, territorial struggles, mlitary conflict, scientific
di scoveries, philosophical and noral thought, and gl obal exploration. Upon
conpletion of this course, students should be able to identify key figures and
anal yze significant political, socioecononic, and cultural devel opments that
took place prior to the nodern era.

Gr adi ng:

You will have six multiple-choice quizzes throughout the senmester, each covering
approxi nately the sane amount of naterial (nornmally 2 chapters). Questions will
conme frominformation covered in the readings, |lectures, and videos. Your fina
exam which will consist of nultiple-choice as well as short answer and essay
guestions, will be cunulative in that it will only cover material discussed /
read after fall break (chapters 7 through 14).

Each of the six quizzes will be worth 50 points and the final examw Il be worth
150 points. | will drop your |owest quiz grade, leaving a total of 400 possible
points for the course

At t endance

Punctuality and regul ar attendance are necessary in order for students to do
their best in any college level class. You will be allowed three (3) excused
absences during the senester with no acadenic penalty. However, each absence
beyond three will result in the |Iowering of your final grade by 2 points--

habi t ual absenteeismw || be dealt with by dropping student(s) fromthe class.
Regul ar attendance is also very inportant because No makeup quizzes will be
given I''l (If you miss a quiz, that will be the grade dropped)

Pr ocedur es:

The lectures primarily organi ze thensel ves around the assigned chapters. It
will be to your advantage to have conpl eted each week’s reading in advance. It
is your responsibility to keep up with the readings, attend class and, whenever
appropriate, to contribute to the class in a nmeaningful nanner. Al naterials
fromthe course--the text, filns, |lectures, discussions--are fair game for

qui z/ exam questions. Names and concepts witten on the board during | ectures



will be a helpful guide as you study. | also strongly encourage you to read
over and attenpt to answer the questions at the end of each chapter. This
should help to reinforce the material you have read.

Course Qutline:

Week One (August 20, 22, 24)
No reading for this week / Topics: Pre-history, Mesopotamn a, Egyptian
civilization

Week Two (August 27, 29, 31)
Readi ng: Chapter 2 “The Rise of Geek Cvilization”

Labor Day (No Cl ass Monday, Septenber 3)

Week Three (Septenber 5, 7)
*Qui z #1 Wednesday, Septenber 5*
Readi ng: Chapter 3 “C assical and Hellenistic G eece”

Week Four (Septenber 10, 12, 14)
Readi ng: Chapter 4 “Rone: From Republic to Enpire”

Week Five (Septenmber 17, 19, 21)
*Qui z #2 Monday, Septenber 17*
Readi ng: Chapter 5 “The Roman Enpire”

Week Six (Septenmber 24, 26, 28)
Readi ng: Chapter 5 “The Roman Enpire”

Week Seven ( Cctober 1, 3, 5)
Readi ng: Chapter 6 “The Early M ddl e Ages, 476-1000"

Fall Break (No C ass Mnday, Cctober 8)

Week Ei ght (Cctober 10, 12)

*Qui z #3 Wednesday, October 10*

Readi ng: Chapter 7 “The Hi gh Mddl e Ages, 1000-1300: The Ascendancy
t he Church and the Rise of States”

Week Nine (Cctober 15, 17, 19)
Readi ng: Chapter 8 “The Hi gh Mddle Ages, 1000-1300: People, Towns,
Uni versities”

Week Ten (Cctober 22, 24, 26)

*Qui z #4 Monday, October 22*

Readi ng: Chapter 9 “The Late M ddl e Ages, 1300-1527: Social and
Political Br eakdown”

Week El even (Cctober 29, 31, Novenber 2)
Readi ng: Chapter 10 “Renai ssance and Di scovery”

Week Twel ve (Novenber 5, 7, 9)
*Qui z #5 Monday, Novenber 5*
Readi ng: Chapter 11 “The Age of Refornmation”

Week Thirteen (Novenber 12, 14, 16, 19)
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Readi ng: Chapter 12 “The Age of Religi ous Wars”
Thanksgi vi ng Hol i day (No Cl ass Novenber 21 or 23)
Week Fourteen (Novenber 26, 28, 30)
*Qui z #6 Monday, Novenber 26* Reading: Chapter 13 “Paths to

Constitutionalismand Absol utisnf

Week Fifteen (Decenber 3, 5, 7)
Readi ng: Chapter 14 “New Directions of Thought and Culture in the

Si xt eent h and Seventeenth Centuries”
Decenmber 10 - - Last Day of Class * Review *
Fi nal Examt** Friday, Decenber 14 .............. 12: 00 - 3:00 pm

(My office is located in Mlver 223 and ny office hours for fall senmester 2001
are Monday and Wednesday 11:00 to 11:50am and by appoi nt nent)



