Spring 2002
History 378

Russia Since 1900

(www.uncg.edu/~jwjonesrussia)

Ingtructor: Jeff Jones jwjones@uncg.edu
Office: 224a Mclver 334-4068; home phone: (919)-942-0681
Office Hours M 3:20-4:20; W 1-1:50; F 10-10:50

Course Description

Ten years fter the collgpse of the Soviet Union, Russais dill in the midst of avery
difficult trangtion period. Thisintroductory course to Russian and Soviet history puts the
current crigsin a broader context by examining contemporary Russian and Soviet
hisory. The courseisacontinuation of thefirst haf of the survey (377) that deals with
pre-1900 Russian history (though History 377 is not required as a prerequisite). The
course is divided into three parts. Part | takes us “From Traditional Russato
Revolution,” focusing on the late 19 and early 20" centuries and the socid, nationdl, and
political pressures leading to Russa s revolutionary exploson in 1917. Part 11 dedswith
the “ Consolidation of Soviet Power & the Rise of Stainism,” emphagzing the Civil War,
the Stalin Revolution of the late 1920s and early 1930s, the Stdinist terror; and World
War Il. Part 11l takes us“From Stalin to Pogt- Soviet Russia,” specificaly postwar
recongtruction, the rise of the Cold War, the reformist course of de- Stdinization pursued
by Khrushchev; neo-Stdinism, prosperity, stagnation, and crisis during the Brezhnev
years, the dramatic reforms of the late 1980s carried out by Gorbachev; the collapse of
the Soviet system; Russa s difficult transition in the 1990s and the war in Chechnya.

The course will explore saverd underlying themes of modern Russian higtory: therole of
and Russa' s reationship with the Wedt; revolution and the rale of individuds in higory;
the role of gender and classin history; the role of ideology and socidism in theory and
practice; imperidism and nationa identity; and the international economy. By the end of
the course each student will understand, firdly, that history is not just the memorization

of dates and facts, but rather the interpretation of the past; and, secondly, that we tend to
see Russia and the world through a number of basic assumptions that are not always
accurate. Students will take from the class the skillsto critically gppraise varying
higtorica arguments and formulate their own interpretations.

Readings:

?? Why Lenin? Why Salin? Why Gorbachev?, Theodore H. Von Laue

?? Journey Into the Whirlwind, Eugenia Ginzburg

?? Cement, Fyodor Gladkova

?? The Thaw Generation: Coming of Age in the Post-Salin Era, Ludmilla Alexeyeva
and Paul Goldberg

Reserve and online materid identified below

Optiona Text: MacKenzie/Curran, Russia and the USSR in the Twentieth Century

NN



Films: | will show six out-of-class films that are an important part of the course. These
showings are set for Wednesday afternoons as designated below. | will aso put the films
on reserve a the Teaching & Learning Center (McNutt Building) for those who cannot
make the out-of-class showings. Thetitles are “Burnt by the Sun;” “Thief”; “The Cranes
are Flying;” “Moscow Does Not Believein Tears” “A Forgotten Meody for aFlute’;
and “Prisoner of the Mountains” In addition, we will see anumber of film clipsin dlass.

Course Web Page: Thereis aweb page for the course at www.uncg.eduw/~jwjonesrussia
It has readings, class notes, maps, links to Internet Resources, and other relevant features.

Assignments:

Participation 30 %

2 Midterm Exams 20 % each
Find Exam 30 %

Participation: Y our 30% class participation grade will consst of in-class quizzes plus
Reaction Pieces (1-2 pages, double-spaced) to the assigned readings designated below.
These are intended to be your reaction to or opinion of the readings, not a summary.
Students who miss these quizzes can only make them up with alegitimate medicd excuse
or other reason and the necessary documentation to proveit. Inform me beforehand if
you know you have to miss an announced in-class quiz and we will schedule amake-up.

Exams:. There are two midterms (worth 20% each) and afina (worth 30%). Each of the
three exams covers only the part of the course for which they are designated, so they are
not cumulative. However, the find exam will dso include a comprehensve essay
question (worth 10% of the overall grade) that draws on broader issues/themes dedlt with
over the entire semedter.

Grading: Gradeswill be compiled on apoint sysem. For example, if you make an 80
on the 1% midterm exam (16/20) + 88 on 2" midterm exam (17.6/20) + 93 on the final
exam (18.6/20) + 80 on the cumulative Take Home Essay (8/10) + 90 on participation
(27/30) your find grade=87.2=87 or B

CLASS SCHEDULE
Monday, January 14. Introduction: Themesin RussaHistory
?? Reading for Friday: e-reserve short story “ Prisoner of the Caucuses’ by Lev Tolstoy

Part |: From Traditional Russa to Revolution
Wednesday, January 16. Traditional Russa

Friday, January 18. Russiain the Caucuses. Discussion of Reading
?? Reading for next Friday: online excerpts from “What isto be Done?’ by V. I. Lenin.

Wednesday January 23. The Final Decades of the 19™" Century

Friday, January 25. The Rise of Bolsheviam: Discussion of Reading



Monday, January 28. Dress Rehearsd for 191772 The Revolution of 1905

?? Reading for Friday: Why Lenin? Why Salin? Why Gorbachev? By Theodore von
Laue, pp. 1-51 (Introduction-Chapter 4)

Wednesday, January 30. Russain Trangtion, 1907-14

Friday, February 1. Russanin Trangdtion (cont'd): Discusson of Reading
Monday, February 4. World War One & the Collapse of Autocracy
Wednesday, February 6. The February Revolution

?? Reading for next Wednesday: von Laue, pp. 52-92 (Chapters 5-6) and e-reserve
aticle“Nicholasin Hel” by Elizabeth Jones Hemenway

Friday, February 8. The Revolution Degpens. March- November 1917
Monday, February 11. The Bolshevik Revolution (October 1917)

Wednesday, February 13. The Bolshevik Revolution (cont’ d): Discussion of Reading

IFriday, February 15. FIRST MIDTERM EXAM|

Part II: Consolidation of Soviet Power & the Rise of Stalinism
BEGIN READING Cement; **Reaction Piece due Monday, February 25

Monday, February 18. The Consolidation of Soviet Power
?? Reading for Friday: von Laue, pp. 93-139 (Chapters 7-9) and online excerpts from
“The Proletarian Revolution and The Renegade Kautsky” by V. I. Lenin

Wednesday, February 20. The Russian Civil War
Friday, February 22. The Russan Civil War (cont’ d): Discusson of Reading
Monday, February 25. The New Economic Policy: Discussion of Cement

?? Reading for Friday: von Laue, pp. 140-153 (Chapter 10) and e-reserve article
“Stdinism as Revolution from Above’ by Robert Tucker

Wednesday, February 27. Revolution from Above: The Stain Revolution, 1928-33

Friday, March 1. Revolution from Above (cont’ d): Discussion of Reading
?? Reading for Monday: “Stain, Man of the Borderlands’ by Alfred Rieber

BEGIN READING Journey Into the Whirlwind; ** Reaction Piece due Monday, Mar. 18



Monday, March 4. Stdin asa Historical Persondity: Discussion of Reading
?? Reading for Friday: e-reserve excerpts from Gulag Archipelago by A. Solzhenitsyn

Wednesday, March 6. “Lifeis gayer, everyoneis happier now”: Russain the 1930s
?? Out-of-dassfilm: “Burnt by the Sun,” Jarrell Hall (Jackson Library) a 4:00

Friday, March 8. The Stdinist Terror of the 1930s. Varying Perspectives
?? For Monday, March 18: Listen to the NPR Series on the course web page “Forgetting
Higtory’s Lessons: Russians Combat Public Apathy to Soviet-era Horrors,” Parts 1-3

March 9- 17: SPRING BREAK

Monday, March 18. The Purges. Discussion of Reading and HIm
?? Reading for Friday: Sdin as Time's“Man of the Year” 1939 & 1942

Wednesday, March 20. “And Tomorrow there was War”

Friday, March 22. WWII in the USSR
?? Reading for Monday: e-reserve excerpts from Through the Burning Steppe

Monday, March 25. WWII in the USSR (cont’ d): Discussion of Reading

IWednesday, March 27. SECOND MIDTERM EXAM|

Part I11: From Stalin to Post-Soviet Russia

Monday, April 1. RussaAfter the War

?? Reading for Friday: online excerpt from 1947 speech by Andrel Zhdanov

?? Reading for next Monday: excerptsfrom One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch by
A. Solzhenitsyn and Not By Bread Alone by Vladimir Dudintsev

Wednesday, April 3. The“Normadization” of Soviet Society
?? Out-of-dassfilm: “Thief,” Jarrdl Hal (Jackson Library) at 4:00

Friday, April 5. Origins of the Cold War & Stdin’s Degth

Monday, April 8. Khrushchev and De-Stdinization: Discussion of Reading

?? Reading for Wednesday: Khrushchev as Time's “Man of the Year” 1957

?? Reading for Friday: e-reserve excerpt from Bloody Saturday in the Soviet Union:
Novocherkassk, 1962 by Sam Baron

Wednesday, April 10. The “Thaw”
?? Out-of-dassfilm: “The Cranes are Flying,” Jarrdll Hall (Jackson Library) a 4:00

Friday, April 12. Crisisin the Early 1960s. Discussion of Reading
?? Reading for next Friday: von Laue, pp. 154-63 (Chapter 11)




BEGIN READING The Thaw Generation; ** Reaction Piece due Friday, April 26
Monday, April 15. The Brezhnev Erac Stability and Neo-Sdinism

Wednesday, April 17. Stagnation, War, and a Crigs of Ideology
?? Out-of-dassfilm: “Moscow Does Not Bdievein Tears,” Jarrell HaAl at 4:00

Friday, April 19. The Passing of A Generation: Discusson of Reading and FIm

Monday, April 22. Gorbachev’s Rise to Power
?? Reading for Friday: von Laue, pp. 164-83 (Chapter 12-13), and Gorbachev as Time's
“Man of the Year” 1987 & 1989

Wednesday, April 24. The Gorbachev Phenomenon: Perestroika and Glasnost
?? Out-of-dassfilm: “A Forgotten Mdody for aFlute,” Jarrell Hal at 4:00

Friday, April 26. Growing up in the Post-Stdin Era: Discussion of The Thaw Generation

Monday, April 29. The Collapse of the Soviet Union
?? Reading for next Monday: “Russais Finished” by Jeffrey Tayler

Wednesday, May 1. The Warsin Chechnya
?? Out-of-dassfilm: “Prisoner of the Mountains” Jarrdl Hal at 4:00

Friday, May 3. Continuing Conflict in Chechnya
Monday, May 6. Russain the 1990s. Discusson of Reading
Tueday, May 7. Russia Today

Final Exam: Friday, May 10, 8:00-11:00 AM



