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NAMM Foundation  
Sounds of Learning: The Impac t of  

Music  Education  
Request for Proposals Õ08, Phase V 

 
Proposal submission deadline: January 15, 2008 

Award notification: April 2008 
 

Sounds of Learning: The Impact of Music Education  is an initiative of the 
NAMM Foundation supporting research that examines the roles of music 
education in the lives of school-age children. Music impacts the totality of 
a child's development and also affects the environments that directly 
influence the child, home, school and community. The goal of Sounds of 
Learning  is to expand the understanding of music's role in a quality 
education. 
 
Project Scope  
The initiative will examine music education's influence on achievement 
and success in school, aspects of a child's growth and development, the 
uses and functions of music in daily life, and the home, school and 
community environments. This funding initiative puts forth an annual 
“request for proposals” (RFP) to address specific research questions that 
target gaps in knowledge and address an evolving research agenda. 
 
Phase V (Õ08): Request for Proposals 
Phase V (’08) of “Sounds of Learning : The Impac t of Music  Educ a tion” 
seeks research projects that address topics and questions outlined in the 
following five “Requests for Proposals” categories. Research applicants 
(principal investigators) can apply to only one “request for proposal” 
category. 
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Requests for Proposals: Round 5 (Õ08) 
 
RFP 5.1 Economics of Music Education  
This request is for a study of the economics of music education—its direct 
and indirect costs and benefits. The focus of this research should be a 
district or system-wide K–12 music education program in the context of 
overall educational funding. The intent of this research is to develop an 
economic understanding of the personnel and instructional costs and 
program output benefits to students, school and community of a 
standards-based, sequential K–12 music education. The successful 
proposal will include substantial collaboration between a music 
education researcher and other individuals who have an understanding 
of school economics and finance. 
 
RFP 5.2 Characteristics of Communities that Strongly Support Music 
Education  
This request is for the investigation of communities identified through the 
“Best 100 Communities for Music Education” surveys. The project should 
include analysis of data collected with the survey annually from 1999 to 
2007 that will be made available to the successful applicant. The 
researcher will further investigate a sample of these communities to 
determine those factors that lead them to support music education. The 
primary question is: What are the galvanizing factors in the community 
that maintain and promote quality music programs in the schools? The 
survey is available from the Sound s of Learning  Web site at 
http://www.uncg.edu/mus/soundsoflearning.html . Only one grant will be 
awarded in this category. 
 
RFP 5.3. Rejuvenation of Urban Music Education  
A number of major urban school districts, such as Denver, Houston and 
Milwaukee, have made efforts to reinstate their music education and arts 
programs. This request is for a study of a school or community where music 
education has been reinstated as part of the core curriculum. Research 
questions should include: What are the driving forces behind decisions to 
reinstate music education programs, what are the obstacles that must be 
overcome, what are the strategies for reinstatement, and what are the 
outcomes of these decisions? It is desirable that this research informs the 
development of a model for the reinstatement of music education to the 
core curriculum.  
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RFP 5.4. The Impact of Sustaining and Eliminating Music Education 
Programs  
This request is for an investigation of two school districts with similar 
characteristics: one that has removed music from the core curriculum in 
the past three to five years and one that has maintained a quality music 
program as part of the core curriculum. Research should address the 
differences between students (academic achievement and other socio-
developmental indicators), schools and communities in these two school 
districts when comparing the presence and absence of music education 
programs. The specific variables to be investigated should be described in 
the proposal. Evidence that the school districts are similar in nature should 
be included in the proposal.   
 
RFP 5.5. Impact of Learning Music/Outcomes of Music Instruction  
Research proposals are sought that focus on outcomes of existing music 
instruction in and out of school. Successful proposals would demonstrate 
potential for providing substantial evidence of the impact of learning 
music. The intent of this RFP is to allow for innovative research that focuses 
upon the fundamental question: What are the effects of learning music? 
Proposals can focus on one or more outcomes, can apply any 
appropriate research strategies and can use any populations that will 
successfully provide the necessary evidence that the proposals define. 
This request will not fund curriculum development, methodology 
assessment, or assist with curricular implementation. 
 

How to Apply  
All proposals must be received via online application by  January 15, 2008  
 
Only online applications will be reviewed and considered for funding. The 
online application requests information outlined in “proposal 
requirements” provided below. 
 
The online application format can be viewed and printed for reference; 
follow log-in procedures to link to the online application. 
 
Note: A non -profit ÒEINÓ (employer identification number) is required to 
begin the online applicat ion. An ÒEINÓ can be obtained from your 
organizationÕs financial officer . 
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Funding and Grant Awards  
Funding range or caps are not specified; budgets will be assessed based 
on relevancy to project scope of work, goals and outcomes. A budget 
template is approved and should be used to prepare your project 
budget. Once completed, it can be saved and uploaded to the online 
application. Other documents can be uploaded to the online 
application, as referenced below.  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR, ORGANIZATION AND CON TACT INFORMATION: 
 
Principal Investigator: 
Title: 
Address: 
Street: 
City:     State:   ZIP: 
Country: 
Phone Number:      
Fax Number: 
e-mail: 
 
Affiliated Organization Name: 
Organization Address: 
Street: 
City:      State:    ZIP: 
Country: 
Phone Number:        
Fax Number: 
e-mail: 
Web site (if available): 
 
Additional person who can be contacted about this grant: 
 
Secondary Contact Person: 
Title: 
Address: (if different from above) 
Street: 
City:     State:   ZIP: 
Country: 
Phone Number: 
Fax Number: 
e-mail: 
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Grant Re quest Amount:  
 
Project Title:       
Instructions: provide a project title for your research request 
 
Request Date:       
Instructions: provide date of submitted application 
 
Project Period:  
 Beginning (month/year) 
 End (month/year) 
 
Proposal requirements:   
Length of required narrative is specified for each section of the online 
application. Applicants are encouraged to prepare text for narrative 
sections and then “cut and paste” text into online application section. 
You may return to the online application until completed and then 
execute a final “save” for submission by the deadline required. 
 

¥ State research topic for proposed study and provide summary 
abstract of research project. Identify “request for proposal” 
category number and topic. 

 
¥ Describe relevancy of study to current understanding (provide 

concise overview summary of literature review to support rationale 
for proposed research).  

 
¥ Describe target population and setting(s) for research; outline 

current partnerships/affiliations that will enable execution of 
research; provide detailed demographics information about 
research context and subjects. 

 
¥ Outline research design and methodology to address research 

topic and questions; include description of tests or measures 
(standardized) that will be employed or other study protocols.  

 
¥ Describe expertise/experience to implement proposed study; if 

applicable, provide Web links to published research papers and 
articles. 
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¥ Provide project timeline and detail implementation tasks; use 
timeline grid if desired (one page). Project timeline may be 
updated as a separate file. 

 
¥ Provide detailed budget; use the budget template provided—the 

template may be adjusted to reflect true project costs.  
RE: Institutional Overhead:  The Foundation allows 8 percent (only) of 
total project costs for institutional overhead. 

 
¥ Upload CV and/or Web site reference; work samples and 

references will be requested. 
 
All proposals will be evaluated by a panel of scientific reviewers and 
research advisory board members. Final funding approval is made by the 
Board of Directors of the NAMM Foundation.  
 

Sounds of Learning  Request for Proposals Õ08 Phase V 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  

What kind of research do you fund?  

Sounds of Learning  funds research that directly targets the “requests 
for proposals” (RFPs) presented in this “RFP.” Sounds of Learning  
does not fund curricular development projects. 

How are proposals evaluated?  

Each proposal is evaluated by (1) how well it addresses a specific 
“request for proposal” category; (2) the quality of the methodology 
used to meet the proposal requirements; and (3) the expertise 
demonstrated in the proposal. Proposals are reviewed by scientific 
reviewers and the Foundation’s research advisory board. Final 
review and approval is made by the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors. 

Can I apply for more than one Òrequest for proposalÓ category?  

No. Proposals must focus on only one “request for proposals.” 
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What are the major reasons proposals are rejected?  

The primary reasons are that a proposal does not address the topic 
or specific requirements detailed in the “request for proposals,” 
proposal does not demonstrate expertise in the area of research, 
the methodology is inadequate or inappropriate, and the budget is 
not sufficiently detailed or justified to meet the research request. 

Do you pay institutional overhead?  

Yes. No more than 8 percent of total project cost is allowed for 
institutional overhead. 

How does my local Institutional Review Board (IRB) relate to my proposal?  

It is the principal investigator’s responsibility to obtain local IRB 
approval for research design and subject testing. A letter from your 
IRB is required prior to the Sounds of Learning  issuing the final grant 
letter of agreement. A letter from your IRB is not required for 
submission of the proposal. 

How much money can I ask for?  

Budgets should be submitted that realistically reflect project 
requirements. A budget template is provided online that may be 
used to submit the proposal budget. 

Will international proposals be accepted for Round 5 RF Ps? 

No. Round 5 specifically focuses on research in the United States of 
America. 

Must the principal investigator be a music educator?  

No. We do encourage collaboration with music education 
researchers and seek to fund the best in research. 

Who can apply?  

Proposals from qualified investigators are accepted. Sounds of 
Learning  seeks expertise that assures the satisfactory completion of 
the “request for proposals.” 

 


