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HEA 645-01 (3 credits)
Health Policy
Department of Public Health Education

2nd Semester, 2009-2010 Academic Year

	Instructor:
	Robert Strack, Ph.D., MBA, Assistant Professor

Department of Public Health Education

437 HEHP Building

Greensboro, NC 27402

336-334-3239  fax: 336-334-3238 (Indicate “Attn: Dr. Strack”)

rstrack@uncg.edu
Office hours:  Tuesdays 10:00-11:30 & 3:30-5:00; Fridays 10:00-11:30 or by appointment

	Location:
	HHP Building, Room 338

	Time:
	Wednesdays/6:00-8:50

	Prerequisites:
	None

	For whom Planned:
	Graduate students in the MPH program.

	Course Description:
	Catalog Description: Health policy process in the US; examination of historical and current health policy issues, and survey of methods for analyzing health policy options.
Course Purpose: The purpose of this course is to help students study the formulation, implementation and impacts of health policy from a number of perspectives. These include (1) the institutions and processes which interact to create health policy in the U.S.; (2) how social forces act to drive the formulation of health policy; and (3) the role health professionals play in the policy process.  

	Course Structure & Philosophy:
	The course is organized for students to acquire necessary knowledge about health policy processes in the U.S. and then to apply that knowledge in a policy advocacy effort. Course topics will be addressed through lectures, class discussions, small group discussion/activities and individual student projects.  The class should be viewed as a learning community, and a strong emphasis will be placed on student participation.  The decision to enroll in this course represents a commitment to me and to the other students that you will be responsible for the work assigned to you, especially the group work.  Participating in the group project is not voluntary.  By signing up for the course, you are making a commitment to be a contributing team member.


	Student Learning Outcomes:


	The following are the Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) for this course.

At the end of this course:

1. Students will be able to identify the major formal organizational structures within the United States responsible for formulating health policies. 

2. Students will be able to describe the role of policy in addressing public health problems and the different types of health policy interventions. 

3. Students will acquire knowledge of the different forces underlying public and private policy interventions, including how the forces influence policy development, implementation, and evaluation. 

4. Students will gain an understanding of how educational, behavioral, and organizational strategies can be used as instruments of policy in health promotion and disease prevention programs. 

5. Students will gain experience in the process of policy analysis, development, and advocacy. 

	Readings:
	Course Resources:

1. Health Policymaking in the United States, Fourth Edition,  Beaufort B. Longest, Jr., November 2006. Health Administration Press, Chicago, IL.  ISBN 1-56793-245-2
2. The World Is Fat: The Fads, Trends, Policies, and Products That Are Fattening the Human Race (Paperback). Barry Popkin. Avery Trade (December 29, 2009); ISBN-13: 978-1583333815.
3. Students must register for the following news services:

a. http://profile.kff.org/profile/subscriptions.cfm
i. Sign-up for the Health Policy alerts or RSS feed and also any other alerts of interest to you.

ii. The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation is a non-profit, private operating foundation focusing on the major health care issues facing the nation. The Foundation is an independent voice and source of facts and analysis for policymakers, the media, the health care community, and the general public.
b. http://www.news-record.com
i. Sign-up for the Greensboro News & Records Newsletters/Alerts or RSS feed by using the above link.  The News and Record is the local Greensboro newspaper.
Also, sign-up for one or both of the following national newspapers.  Be sure to access the options so you can specifically select the ‘health’ related alert services.

c. www.nytimes.com
d. www.washingtonpost.com
4. Other readings as assigned.

Readings:  Any readings will be announced in class or through Blackboard.  Some of the readings will be made available through UNCG’s library system others will be accessed by each student through Journal Finder.  Students are expected to have completed the required reading assignments as part of participating in the discussions of the class.


	COURSE REQUIREMENTS

	Course Requirements:
	
10% 

Class Attendance (SLOs 1-5)

Reading Assignments (SLOs 1-4)

Participation in Class Discussions (SLOs 1- 5)

10%

Health Priority Policy memo (Kaiser.EDU essay contest)
50%
Completion of Advocacy Team Activity (SLOs 1- 5)
· Use of Policy Analysis techniques (paper) to inform process (20%)

· Class presentation of advocacy effort (20%)
· Senate Subcommittee on Health 

· Poster Presentation

· Advocacy Team Peer assessment (10%)

20%
Quizzes  (SLOs 1- 4)
10%

Subjective Assessment (Instructor and Peer-Group)


	
	CLASS ATTENDANCE: Students are expected to attend ALL class meetings.  Absence from three or more classes may be cause for being failed or dropped from the course.

READING ASSIGNMENTS: Specific text readings are assigned for each class meeting.  Students are expected to complete these readings BEFORE the class meeting for which they are assigned.
PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS:  The participation of everyone is essential to achieve the learning potential of this course. 
Health Priority Policy memo (KaiserEDU essay contest):  Each student will be asked to follow the instructions, prepare and submit an essay for the KaiserEDU student essay contest which can be found at http://www.kaiseredu.org.  Students honored with a winning essay will be awarded an automatic “A+” in the class.
ADVOCACY TEAM ACTIVITY: The activity is designed for students to pursue an issue of local or personal importance, provide an opportunity for expanded learning, allow for networking and professional growth, and to benefit the professional and public health community locally and nationally.  Students will work in “Advocacy Teams” of 4 to 6 students.  Each AT should select an advocacy topic/project. This may encompass taking on a local/national issue and selecting an advocacy activity that will advance the policy related to the selected issue.  This activity may also include providing the profession with a product that would enhance the advocacy capacity of the profession, examples may include: creation of policy briefs for a professional organization, creation of advocacy training materials, write-ups of advocacy success stories, enhancing and advancing advocacy tasks of a professional organization, etc.  At this point in time I am encouraging students to take charge of this task and identify an activity that is motivating for you.  For this reason I will entertain a wide range of activity proposals but will be looking to help your group think through whether the activity is feasible within the time frame of the semester, whether the necessary skills and resources are present, and whether it would be a learning experience.   Assessments of this activity will incorporate your AT use of policy analysis techniques (writing of a health policy analysis paper) to inform your process and weekly in-class progress updates.  In-class presentations of each advocacy project (Senate Subcommittee on Health and Poster Presentation) are required at the end of the term to assess efforts and share your experiences with the rest of the class.   Members of each AT will be asked to complete a peer evaluation of each member’s contribution to the team’s efforts. 
ON-LINE QUIZZES:  A series of quizzes will be posted on-line in Blackboard that cover the content of the textbook and class discussions/lectures.  The quiz format will be a combination of objective and short discussion questions and should be taken between Wednesday evening and Saturday midnight of their respective week. 
Subjective Assessment: The subjective evaluation will be based on the following: your classroom participation focused on the topic at hand, informal writings, the quality of verbal responses or questions in class, timely completion of assignments, peer-group assessments, testing your ideas on the rest of us or challenging the rest of us to critically examine our ideas.  Participation should also reflect a learning interest in and awareness of current health policy issues and events. Students are encouraged to bring into the class discussion recent events and/or the “Real World of Health Policy” entries in the Beaufort B. Longest text.  Our mutual interest here is to encourage an appreciation of the course content to the world events happening all around us every day.  Participation will be graded using the Simple Grading Rubric.  Strong and constructive participation will have a positive impact on a student’s final course grade.


	Class Format:
	Classes will typically be organized in the following format.

1. The beginning of each class will be devoted you and the rest of your classmates discussing current health policy issues that have been covered in the previous week by the local and/or national media.  Issues can be identified through newsprint, national periodicals, on-line news services, or electronic health policy alerts.  The purpose of these discussions is to sensitize ourselves to the continuous flow of issues bearing on our nation’s health.  We will also use this process for assessing our own capacities for using appropriate policy analysis skills regarding the use of information, argument formation and support, point and counterpoint techniques, etc.  Each student is expected to have read and be familiar with at least one articles/reports that they want to share with the class.  The quality of this portion of the class period will be largely determined by the spirit we bring to the discussion.
2. During the next portion of our class time we will discuss the assigned chapter from the Beaufort B. Longest text or readings assigned.  This portion of our time will be composed of in-class activities, question and dialogue, and lecture.  

3. We will use the third portion of class to further explore the material being presented in the Beaufort B. Longest text by allotting time to one or more of the following: 1) applying the models/concepts to current policy issues 2) guest speakers and 3) time allotted to advancing the work of each Policy Advocacy Team.

	Course Grading:
Grading Scale:

A+ = 97-100

A  = 93-96

A- = 90-92

B+ = 87-89

B = 83-86

B- = 80-82

C+ = 77-79

C = 73-76

C- = 70-72

D = 60-69

F = <60

	 Simple Grading Rubric

A

Maximum effort and commitment apparent; High quality readily apparent regarding insight, creativity and application of gained knowledge; Overall quality of effort and outcome is excellent.

B

Strong effort and commitment apparent; Evidence of meritorious insight, creativity and application of knowledge; Overall quality of effort and outcome is very good.

C or lower

Lacking in one or more of the areas listed for A and B performance.

F

Lackluster effort all around.



	Internet:
	The course instructor will be setting up a course homepage utilizing the Blackboard Course Management System for intra-class communications.  This list may be used to inform students of any changes in the assignments, room or scheduling changes, etc.  It may also be used by students to ask questions of classmates and the instructor, or to further discussions outside of the classroom.  Students must login at https://blackboard.uncg.edu.

If you have any problems contact the Student Computing Help Center in the library’s SuperLab or call 6-8324 (or off campus at 256-8324).  It is your responsibility to make sure you check your email account in order to receive important messages that will be sent through Blackboard.

	Academic Honor Code:
	Please note that this course relies on your adherence to the Academic Integrity Policy (honor code).  Refer to UNCG web site for full listing of UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy: (http://saf.dept.uncg.edu/studiscp/Honor.html)


	Week
	Topics
	Readings/Assignments/Due Dates/Milestones

	1
	Jan. 20
	Introductions
	Discussion of course expectations and process

	2
	Jan. 27
	Health and Health Policy

Impact of Health Policy
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Popkin (2009). The World Is Fat. Chapters 1-3.

	3
	Feb. 3
	The Context and Process of Health Policymaking

Policy Competency

Structuring a Policy Analysis
	Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Popkin (2009). The World Is Fat. Chapters 4-7.

Due: decision on advocacy projects: who what when where

	4
	Feb. 10
	Writing a Health Policy Analysis
Policy Formulation: Development of Legislation
	Teitelbaum J.B., & Wilensky S.E. (2007). Essentials of Health Policy and Law. Chapter 10: The Art and Structuring and Writing a Health Policy Analysis. Jones and Bartlett Publishers; Pgs 167-178.

	5
	Feb. 17
	Introduction to Argument and Persuasion

	Vesterman, William (2003).  Introduction to Argument and Persuasion (pgs. 1-25), in Reading and Writing Short Arguments, 4th edition.  McGraw-Hill; Boston, MA. ISBN 0-07-255601-3.

	6
	Feb. 24
	Advocacy Summit Preparation
Policy Formulation: Agenda Setting 

Policy Implementation: Rulemaking
	Chapter 6

Chapter 5

Chapter 7

Bring 2010 KaiserEDU.org Essays to class

	7
	Mar. 3
	Advocacy Summit Preparation (con’t)

Policy Formulation: Agenda Setting (con’t)
Policy Implementation: Rulemaking (con’t)
	Chapter 5

Chapter 7

	
	Mar 6-8
	12th Annual Health Education Advocacy Summit

Washington Court Hotel,  Washington, D.C. 
Register online:  www.healtheducationadvocate.org

Or  Call the SOPHE office at (202) 408-9804
	Let the Health Education Advocacy Summit help you polish your advocacy skills in just 48 hours. Sponsored by the Coalition of National Health Education Organizations (CNHEO), this event offers basic, intermediate, and advanced-level advocacy training, and features issue-specific seminars by skilled government relations staff. The Summit culminates with visits with legislators or key staff on Capitol Hill—either individually or in state/district delegations.

	
	Mar 8, 5p.m. EST
	The 2010 KaiserEDU.org Essay Contest 

http://www.kaiseredu.org/essaycontest2010
	Topic:
It is January 2015. What do you see as the major health policy challenges still facing the nation?  Please identify the top two priorities and discuss how they should be addressed.

	8
	Mar. 10
	Spring Break – No Classes
	

	9
	Mar. 17
	Recap of Advocacy Summit

In Class Group work on Advocacy Projects
	

	10
	Mar. 24
	Policy Implementation: Operation

Policy Modification
	Chapter 8

Chapter 9

	11
	Mar. 31
	Guest Speaker on Insurance

Class discussion of Trust for America’s Health –Blueprint for a Healthier America
	Guest Speaker:

Robert Miller, Utilization Manager, BB&T Insurance Services
Read:

Blueprint for a Healthier America (found in Bb ‘readings’)

	12
	Apr. 7
	No Class 

SOPHE/CDC Joint Conference, Atlanta, GA
http://www.sophe.org/midyearmeeting.cfm
	Join us April 7 - 9, 2010 at the 2010 Joint Conference of the Society for Public Health Education and CDC Prevention Research Centers (PRCs) Program at the Sheraton Hotel in Atlanta, GA! The theme for the conference is "Advocate, Communicate and Translate to Enhance Research and Practice."

	13
	Apr. 14
	In Class Group work on Advocacy Projects

Guest Speakers from Local Health Department & local Genomic Medicine Initiative
	Guest Speakers: TBD

(Merle Green, MPH, MBA, Guilford County Health Director)

(Karen Potter Powell, MS, CG, Project Coordinator, Guilford Genomic Medicine Initiative, UNCG)

	14
	Apr. 21
	Health Policy in International settings
	Holly Sienkiewicz and Virginia Brown. Readings in Bb.

	15
	Apr. 28
	Advocacy Project Presentations
	Presentations of Advocacy Projects

	16
	May 5th or

May 12th
	Advocacy Project Presentations
	Presentations of Advocacy Projects
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