
CURRICULUM VITAE of Terrance C. McConnell 
 
ADDRESS:  3603 Redfield Drive  Department of Philosophy 
          Greensboro, NC 27410-2829 University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
           336-282-9616 (phone)               336-334-3202 (phone) 
 
BIRTH DATE:  December 19, 1948  e-mail:  tcmcconn@uncg.edu 
 
EDUCATION: BA, June 1971   Ph.D., December 1975 
   Summa Cum Laude  University of Minnesota 
   Wittenberg University  Minneapolis, Minnesota 
   Springfield, Ohio 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION: Biomedical Ethics, Ethical Theory 
 
AREAS OF INTEREST: Political Philosophy, Philosophy of Law 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: July 1987 – present, Professor 
    July 1980 – June 1987, Associate Professor 
    August 1976 – June 1980, Assistant Professor 
    University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
 
    September 1975 – May 1976, Assistant Professor 
    Carleton College (Northfield, Minnesota) 
    St. Olaf College (Northfield, Minnesota) 
 
    September 1974 – June 1975, Instructor 
    September 1971 – August 1974, Teaching Assistant 
    University of Minnesota 
 
SPECIAL TEACHING: 
  HONORS SEMINARS:  Plato (1981 and 1986); Medical Ethics (1991,  
  1993, and 2001); Philosophy of the Constitution (1997, with Joshua  
  Hoffman); Ethics and Genetics (1999, with Rob Cannon). 
 
  Cultural Diversity and Medicine (2001). 
 
  Ethical Issues in Biotechnology (1996, with Rob Cannon [biologist]). 
 
  Elderhostel Program:  Seminar in Medical Ethics, July 11-16, 1982 and  
  August 12-16, 1991. 
 
  Visiting Associate Professor, Duke University, Spring Semester 1987. 

mailto:tcmcconn@uncg.edu


SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: 
 Excellence Foundation Faculty Summer Fellowship, 1977 and 1984. 
 
 Research Assignment:  Spring 1983, Academic Year 1989-90, and  
 Academic Year 1995-96. 
 
 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for College Teachers,  
 August 1989 – July 1990 (“Gratitude and Moral Theory”). 
 
 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for College Teachers,  
 August 1995 – July 1996 (“Inalienable Rights”). 
 

 Guest Editor, Philosophical Studies, Vol. 50, no. 3, November 1986. 
 
 Guest Editor, Law and Philosophy, Vol. 14, no. 2, May 1995. 
 
 Editorial Board, Public Affairs Quarterly, 1987 – 1990. 
 
 Director, Master of Arts in Liberal Studies Program, University of North Carolina  
 at Greensboro, 1987 – 1989. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 BOOKS: Moral Issues in Health Care (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing, 1982) 
  285pp. 
 
  ____________.  Second edition, 1997, 268pp. 
 
  Gratitude (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1993), 273pp. 
 
  Inalienable Rights: The Limits of Consent in Medicine and the Law (New  
  York:  Oxford University Press, 2000), 174pp. 
 
 ARTICLES: “Is Aristotle’s Account of Incontinence Inconsistent?” Canadian Journal     

of Philosophy IV (June 1975), pp. 635-651. 
 
“Moral Dilemmas and Requiring the Impossible,” Philosophical Studies 
29 (June 1976), pp. 409-413. 
 
“The Argument from Psychological Egoism to Ethical Egoism,” 
Australasian Journal of Philosophy 56 (May 1978), pp. 41-47. 
 
“Moral Dilemmas and Consistency in Ethics,” Canadian Journal of 
Philosophy VIII (June 1978), pp. 269-287.  [Reprinted in Christopher 
Gowans (editor), Moral Dilemmas: Readings on Moral Conflict (Oxford 
University Press, 1987), pp. 154-173.] 
 



“Treatment Without Consent,” in James Wilbur (editor), The Life Sciences 
and Human Values: Proceedings of the Thirteenth Conference on Value 
Inquiry (Geneseo, NY, 1979), pp. 159-172. 
 
“Augustine on Torturing and Punishing an Innocent Person,” The 
Southern Journal of Philosophy XVII (Winter 1979), pp. 481-492. 
 
“The Incentive Argument for the Unionization of Medical Workers,” 
Journal of Medical Ethics 5 (December 1979), pp. 182-184. 
 
“Utilitarianism and Supererogatory Acts,” Ratio XXII (June 1980), pp. 36-
38. 
 
“Donagan on Act and Agent Evaluations,” Philosophical Studies (July 
1980), pp. 97-100. 
 
“Utilitarianism and Conflict Resolution,” Logique et Analyse 24 (June 
1981), pp. 245-257. 
 
“Moral Blackmail,” Ethics (July 1981), pp. 544-567. 
 
“Moral Absolutism and the Problem of Hard Cases,” The Journal of 
Religious Ethics 9 (Fall 1981), pp. 286-297. 
 
“The Moral Status of the Fetus, the Killing and Letting Die Distinction, 
and the Doctrine of Double Effect,” in James Sterba (editor), Morality in 
Practice (Wadsworth Publishing, 1984), pp. 121-126 [from Chapters 5 
and 6 of Moral Issues in Health Care]. 
 
“The Nature and Basis of Inalienable Rights,” Law and Philosophy 3 
(April 1984), pp. 25-59. 
 
“Objectivity and Moral Expertise,” Canadian Journal of Philosophy XIV 
(June 1984), pp. 193-216. 
 
“Metaethical Principles, Meta-Prescriptions, and Moral Theories,” 
American Philosophical Quarterly 22 (October 1985), pp. 299-309. 
 
“More on Moral Dilemmas,” The Journal of Philosophy LXXXIII (June 
1986), pp. 345-351. 
 
“When Not to Resuscitate,” in Kenneth V. Iserson et al. (editors), Ethics 
in Emergency Medicine (Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1986), pp. 
115-119. 
 



“Permissive Abortion Laws, Religion, and Moral Compromise,” Public 
Affairs Quarterly 1 (January 1987), pp. 95-109. 
 
“Ross on Duty and Ignorance,” History of Philosophy Quarterly 5 
(January 1988), pp. 79-95. 
 
“Interpersonal Moral Conflicts,” American Philosophical Quarterly 25 
(January 1988), pp. 25-35. 
 
“”’Ought’ Implies ‘Can’” and the Scope of Moral Requirements,” 
Philosophia 19 (December 1989), pp. 437-454. 
 
“Dilemmas and Incommensurateness,” The Journal of Value Inquiry 27 
(April 1993), pp. 247-252. 
 
“Ethical Issues in Health Education and Health Promotion,” Journal of 
Health Education 24 (September 1993), pp. 313-318 (with Kenneth 
McLeroy and Daniel Bibeau). 
 
“Confidentiality and the Law,” Journal of Medical Ethics 20 (March 
1994), pp. 47-49. 
 
“On the Nature and Scope of Morality,” Philosophy and 
Phenomenological Research 54 (June 1994), pp. 421-425. 
 
“Buying Time,” in Kenneth V. Iserson et al. (editors), Ethics in 
Emergency Medicine (Tucson: Galen Press, 1995), pp. 197-203 (with Rita 
Layson). 
 
“Moral Residue and Dilemmas,” in H.E. Mason (editor), Moral Dilemmas 
and Moral Theory (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 36-47. 
 
“Intuitionism,” in J.J. Chambliss (editor), Philosophy of Education: An 
Encyclopedia (New York: Garland Press, 1996), pp. 308-310. 
 
“The Inalienable Right of Conscience: A Madisonian Argument,” Social 
Theory and Practice 22 (Fall 1996), pp. 397-416. 
 
“Must Consent Always Be Obtained for Do-Not-Resuscitate Orders?” 
Archives of Internal Medicine 156 (1996), pp. 2617-2620 (with Rita 
Layson). 
 
“On an Alleged Problem for Voluntary Euthanasia,” Journal of Medical 
Ethics 26 (June 2000), pp. 218-219 (letter). 
 



“Whistle-Blowing,” in Christopher Wellman and R.G. Frey (editors), 
Companion to Applied Ethics (New York: Blackwell, 2001), forthcoming. 

 
 REVIEWS: J.M. Brennan’s The Open-Texture of Moral Concepts (Barnes & Noble,  
  1977), in The Journal of Value Inquiry 13 (Fall 1979), pp. 237-239. 
 
  James Fishkin’s Beyond Subjective Morality (Yale University Press, 1984) 
  In Nous 20 (March 1986), pp. 87-92. 
 
  David Wong’s Moral Relativity (University of California Press, 1984) in 
  Nous 20 (November 1986), pp. 559-562. 
 
  Nicholas Rescher’s Ethical Idealism (University of California Press, 1987)  
  In Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 49 (June 1989), pp. 748- 
  752. 
 
  Lawrence Blum’s Moral Perception and Particularity (Cambridge  
  University Press, 1994), in Philosophical Books 36 (October 1995), 
  pp. 277-280. 
 
  P.S. Greenspan’s Practical Guilt (Oxford University Press, 1995) in 
  Ethics 106 (July 1996), pp. 854-856. 
 
  Alfred Mele’s Autonomous Agents (Oxford University Press, 1995) in  
  Ethics 107 (January 1997), pp. 346-349. 
 
  Robert Audi’s Moral Knowledge and Ethical Character (Oxford  
  University Press, 1997) in Philosophical Books 40 (January 1999), 
  pp. 53-56. 
 
  Hugh McCann’s The Works of Agency (Cornell University Press, 1998) in  
  Ethics 110 (April 2000), pp. 656-657.



PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
 PAPERS READ 
 “Utilitarianism and Moral Dilemmas,” Western Division Meeting of the  
 American Philosophical Association, April 1978. 
 
 “Treatment Without Consent,” The Thirteenth Conference on Value Inquiry,  
 Geneseo, New York, April 1979. 
 
 “Donagan’s Defense of Absolutism and the Problem of Hard Cases,” American  
 Society for Value Inquiry, December 1979. 
 
 “Feinberg on Inalienable Rights,” North Carolina Philosophical Society, April  
 1982. 
 
 “What Generates Debts of Gratitude?” Western Division Meeting of the  
 American Philosophical Society, April 1984. 
 
 “Politics, Religion, and Moral Compromise,” Second International Social 
 Philosophy Conference. 
 
 “Interpersonal Moral Conflicts,” Symposium: Marcus on Moral Dilemmas,  
 Central Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, May 1986. 
 
 “Gratitude and Filial Obligations,” Society for Philosophy and the Family, March 
 1991. 
 
 “Moral Remainders,” Symposium on Moral Dilemmas, University of Minnesota,  
 April 1991. 
 
 “The Inalienable Right to Life,” joint meeting of the North Carolina Philosophical 
 Society and the South Carolina Philosophical Society, February 1998. 
 
 COMMENTATOR: 
 On Laurence Thomas’s “The Value of Rights,” Symposium: Human Rights and  
 Justice, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, April 1978. 
 
 On Bart Gruzalski’s “Foreseeable Consequence Utilitarianism,” Eastern Division 
 Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, December 1978. 
 
 On Laurence Thomas’s “Psychological Facts and Moral Theories,” Eastern  
 Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, December 1979. 
 
 On Monte Holloway’s “Justifying Morality,” Western Division Meeting of the 
 American Philosophical Association, May 1982. 
 
  



On Lyle Anderson’s “Moral Dilemmas, Deliberation, and Choice,” Symposium: 
Practical Reasoning, University of Dayton, March 1983. 

 
 On Marilyn Friedman’s “Moral Integrity and the Deferential Wife,” Eastern 
 Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, December 1983. 
 
 On Norman Dahl’s “Obligation and Moral Worth,” Symposium: Rationality and  
 Moral Values, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, March 1985. 
 
 On Christopher Gowans’s “Incommensurability, Inconvertibility, and Moral  
 Conflict,” Central Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, 
 April 1988. 
 
 On James Drier’s “The Supervenience Argument Against Moral Relativism,”  
 Central Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, April 1990. 
 
 On Stephen Darwall’s “A Plea for Accountability,” Oberlin Philosophy  
 Colloquium, April 1995. 
 
 On Dale Miller’s “Mill on the Internal Sanction,” Eastern Division Meeting of the 
 American Philosophical Association, December 1996. 
 



UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
Genetic Counseling, Admissions Committee (2000-present) 
 
Institutional Review Board (1996-present; 1983-1989) 
 
University Patent and Copyright Committee (1989-present) 
 
McIver Award Committee (1991-1997; chair, 1994-1997) 
 
Honors Council (1992-1995; 1988-1989; 1982-1986; chair of Student Excellence 
Awards, 1985-86, 1988-89, 1993-94, and 1994-95) 
 
Ad hoc Advisory Committee for Faculty Research Assignments (1998, 1993, 1992, 1991) 
 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (1990-1992) 
 
Ad hoc Advisory Committee for Faculty Research Excellence Awards (1991) 
 
SACS Self-Study Committee (1991-92; chair, faculty sub-committee) 
 
NEH Summer Stipend Review Committee (1990-91 and 1994-95) 
 
College Council (1990-91 and 1981-83) 
 
Director, Master of Arts in Liberal Studies (1987-1989) 
 
Master of Arts in Liberal Studies Program Committee (1986-87) 
 
Council on Health and Society (1987-88) 
 
Curriculum Committee: Foundations of Inquiry (1980-89) 
 
Fellowships and Special Awards (1985-1988) 
 
Academic Cabinet [College Representative] (1985-87) 
 
Executive Committee on Academic Integrity (1984-86) 
 
UNCG Psychology Clinic Advisory Board (1983-86; chair, 1983-86) 
 
Intercollegiate Athletics Committee (1981-84) 



COMMUNITY SERVICE (professionally related) 
 
Institutional Review Board, Moses Cone Health Care System (1987-1990) 
 
Ethics Committee (founding member), Moses Cone Health Care System (1991-present) 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE (selected) 
 
Panelist, Nationalist Endowment for the Humanities Fellowships for College Teachers 
(1990, 1998, 1999) 
 
Editorial Board, Public Affairs Quarterly (1987-1990) 
 
Occasional referee for: 
 Ethics 
 Law and Philosophy 
 Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 
 Public Affairs Quarterly 
 Nous 
 Oxford University Press 
 Cambridge University Press 
 Wadsworth Publishing Company 
 McGraw-Hill 
 Holt, Rinehart, and Winston 



SUGGESTED REFERENCES 
 
1. Professor Norman Dahl 
 Department of Philosophy 
 University of Minnesota 
 Minneapolis, Minnesota  55455 
 
2. Professor Thomas E. Hill, Jr. 
 Department of Philosophy 
 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 Chapel Hill, North Carolina  27599-3125 
 
3. Professor Laurence Thomas 
 Department of Philosophy 
 Syracuse University 
 Syracuse, New York  13210 
 
4. Rita Layson, M.D. 
 Hospice and Palliative Care of Greensboro 
 2500 Summit Avenue 
 Greensboro, North Carolina 27405 
    


	Nous

