PSC 105-05: Political Issues

Fall 2007

Tuesday & Thursday: 2:00-3:15

Graham 106

Instructor:  Professor Carisa R. Showden
Office:  226 Graham Building
Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:00 – Noon; Thursdays 3:30-5:00; and by appointment. 

Email:  carisa_showden@uncg.edu (This is the best method for reaching me.)
Phone:  336-256-0515 

Course Overview:


This course will trace the historical development and contemporary understanding of a number of political “isms” or ideologies. Thus, to learn what contemporary ideologies stand for, we will spend quite a bit of time thinking about the contexts in which they arose, their philosophical underpinnings, and the social and economic forces that have shaped them from their earliest points to the present. By the end of the semester, you should be able to articulate the concepts that are central to defining and differentiating these ideologies and explain why these ideals arose when they did historically. Once you have a firm grasp of particular ideological standpoints, you will also discuss how they help us think through some contemporary policy problems and political issues.  


Please note that as this is an introductory course, we will cover a range of issues, considering a broad scope of information. That is, we will sacrifice depth for breadth in many cases. Furthermore, you will be introduced to a number of new concepts and a new way of thinking about politics through what is known as “political theory”. The theoretical and political aspects of the course are deeply entwined, and you will be expected to engage both with equal vigor. While there are no specific academic prerequisites for the class, I do expect you to come prepared to engage intensively with a new topic and to be willing to approach a diverse body of material with an open mind.

Goals of the Course (Student Learning Objectives):

By the end of this course, students should have:
1. A working knowledge of the range of ideological perspectives that inform political debates in modern democracies; 

2. Some familiarity with common arguments and assumptions about important issues in U.S. politics today; 

3. The ability to assess critically arguments for and against specific public policies;

4. The ability to explain why “democracy” is not an ideological perspective.

Required Texts:  
1.  Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal (6th Edition).  By Terence Ball and Richard Dagger.  2004.  New York:  Pearson Longman Publishers. (Abbreviated “PIDI” in the schedule of readings below.)

2.  Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Political Issues, Expanded, 15th Edition.  George McKenna and Stanley Feingold, ed. 2005.  CITY?: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin. (Abbreviated “TS” in the schedule of readings below.) 
3.  e-Reserve Readings:  These assignments are marked with asterisks (**) and can accessed using the course blackboard site (https://blackboard.uncg.edu), and clicking on “e-reserves.”

4.  Other Blackboard readings:  These assignments are marked with “BB” and can accessed on the course blackboard site, and clicking on the “BB Readings” button.
Note Well:  The readings on the course Blackboard page are required, not optional.  If you do not have access to a printer, or do not wish to print off the reserve readings, then you MUST bring your reading notes with you to class.  

Assignments/Course Requirements:

Three (3) In-Class Exams:
15% each (45% total)

Final Exam:


25%

Debate:
  

15% 

Debate Questions:

5%

Participation:  


10% 
(You are limited to 6 absences. After 6 absences, you will






receive a zero for participation.)

· In-Class Exams:

· All exams will be held in class on the days indicated in the course schedule below.

· Exams will include multiple-choice and short answer questions. 

· Exam One will cover Unit One.

· Exam Two will cover Units Two and Three.

· Exam Three will cover Units Four and Five.

· Exam Make Up Policy
· If you miss an exam, you will be allowed to make it up only if you contact me in advance of the exam date.  If you contact me after the exam (or while the exam is in progress), you will receive a “0” (zero) for that exam.

· There will be one date for make-up exams, either on reading day or during the final exam period; this date will be announced toward the end of the semester.

· You may make up no more than ONE exam.

· Final Exam
· The final exam will be comprehensive, covering all six units of the course.

· The final exam will be held in our regular classroom during our university-scheduled final exam period. 

· The final exam schedule is set by the university long before the start of the semester. You are expected to make your semester break travel arrangements to accommodate your final exams. Your final exams are not scheduled at your traveling convenience. 

· Debates:

· There will be seven (7) debates this semester.  You will participate in all of them, but in different ways.

· Each student will be required to be part of the “pro” or “con” team for one of the debates.  Students who are debating the “pro” or “con” side will have to prepare and confer with their teammates in advance of their debate day. The debates are based on the assigned reading for that day, but “pro” and “con” teams will be expected to do some outside research to prepare their positions.  

· For four of the other debates, students are expected to come to class prepared with TYPED questions for the pro and con sides.  (One or two questions for each side.) These questions should make it clear that you’ve read and thought about the assigned material for that debate as well as the other readings and class discussions we have had.  

· Handwritten assignments will not be accepted.

· In addition to written questions, you will be expected to ask questions of your classmates and engage them in discussion during the class period.

· A large part of your class participation grade is based on the quality of your engagement with the class discussion on debate days.

· Participation:

· I take attendance and note participation daily. 

· Obviously, if you aren’t here, you can’t participate.  That said, just showing up and staying awake isn’t enough to earn participation points.  Participation points are earned by paying attention, asking questions, contributing to class discussion in a way that demonstrates that you have completed the reading, responding politely to your classmates’ questions, etc.

· Rudeness (to me, to other students, or both) will result in a “0” for the day. Other things that will hurt your participation grade:

· Text messaging.

· Surfing the internet/working on your Facebook or MySpace page; editing pictures on your computer, etc.  IF YOU BRING YOUR LAPTOPS, YOU ARE TO USE THEM FOR NOTE-TAKING ONLY.

· Reading the newspaper.

· Doing homework for other classes.

· Talking, rolling your eyes, passing notes, etc. while one of your classmates is speaking.

· Being late.

· Not bringing books and/or notes to class.

· Sleeping in class.  If you’re that tired, it’ll do you more good to stay home in bed.

· Finally, please turn your cell phones off.  If you are an EMT, a doctor, or need to have your phone on at all times for other serious reasons, put the phone on vibrate and take your calls out in the hallway.  

· I make no distinction between excused and unexcused absences, so if you need to miss class, I don’t need to know why you were absent. You are an adult, and you should allot your time as you need to.

· But note: while “life happens,” “Regular class attendance is a responsibility and a privilege of university education. It is fundamental to the orderly acquisition of knowledge. Students should recognize the advantages of regular class attendance, accept it as a personal responsibility, and apprise themselves of the consequences of poor attendance.” (Undergraduate Bulletin: http://www.uncg.edu/reg/Catalog/current/AcaRegs/ClassAttendance.html)

· Further, the Undergraduate Bulletin stipulates that I am responsible for the “exaction of penalties for unsatisfactory class attendance. Possible penalties are lowering the course grade, including a grade of F, and, in extreme circumstances, dropping the student from the course.”

· You get up to 6 absences for whatever reasons you choose.  At absence #7, you will receive a “0” for your discussion/participation grade.
Schedule of Class Meetings and Readings:

Unit One:  Politics, Ideology, and Democracy

Tuesday, Aug. 21st:  
Course Introduction.
Thursday, Aug. 23rd:
PIDI, Chapter One (pp. 1-16): Ideologies & Politics
Tuesday, Aug. 28th:  
PIDI, Chapter Two (pp. 19-40): The Democratic Ideal

Thursday, Aug. 30th:
J. S. Mill excerpt “Democratic Participation and Political Education” **




Benjamin Barber: “The Four Myths of Democracy”(BB)

Tuesday, Sept. 4th:
TS, Issue 3: “Should the Electoral College Be Abolished?”

Thursday, Sept. 6th: 
Debate #1:  TS, Issue 2: “Is Democracy the Answer to Global Terrorism?”
Tuesday, Sept. 11th:  
EXAM ONE
Unit Two:  Liberalism
Thursday, Sept. 13th:
PIDI, Chapter Three (pp. 43-68): Early Liberalism

Tuesday, Sept. 18th:
PIDI, Chapter Three (pp. 68-84):  Later Liberalism




Green excerpt “Liberalism and Positive Freedom”**




Allen excerpt “Paternalism vs. Democracy: A Libertarian View”**
Thursday, Sept. 20th:
TS, Issue 15: “Does the Patriot Act Abridge Essential Freedoms?”
Tuesday, Sept. 25th:
Debate #2: TS, Issue 10:  “Does Affirmative Action Advance Racial Equality?” 

Unit Three:  Conservatism
Thursday, Sept. 27th: 
PIDI, Chapter Four (pp. 87-105): Early Conservatism

Tuesday, Oct. 2nd:
PIDI, Chapter Four (pp. 101-113): Contemporary Conservatism




Oakeshott excerpt “On Being Conservative”**

Thursday, Oct. 4th: 
Debate #3: TS, Issue 7: “Should the Courts Seek the ‘Original Meaning’ of the












       Constitution?”

Tuesday, Oct. 9th:
Debate #4: TS, Issue 23: “Should There Be a ‘Wall of Separation’ Between












Church and State”

Thursday, Oct. 11th: 
EXAM TWO—In Class

Tuesday, Oct. 16th:
Fall Break. 
No Class Meeting. 

Unit Four:  Socialism and Communism
Thursday, Oct. 18th:
PIDI, Chapter Five (pp. 115-138): Early Socialism and Communism
Tuesday, Oct. 23rd:
PIDI, Chapter Six (pp. 141-175): Socialism and Communism After Marx
Thursday, Oct. 25th:
TS, Issue 14:  “Is America Becoming More Unequal?”
Tuesday, Oct. 30th:
Debate #5: TS, Issue 13:  “Are Tax Cuts Good For America?”

Unit Five: Environmentalism (“Green Politics”)

Thursday, Nov. 1st: 
PIDI, Chapter Nine (pp. 241-256): Environmentalism as Political Ideology




Leopold excerpt, “The Land Ethic”**




Foreman excerpt, “Putting the Earth First”**

Tuesday, Nov. 6th: 
“Climate Change” (BB)




Shoumatoff, “An Eco-System of One’s Own”**
Thursday, Nov. 8th: 
“Smart Growth” (BB)


Tuesday, Nov. 13th:
EXAM THREE—In Class

Unit Six: Radical Islam & The Future of Ideology
Thursday, Nov. 15th:
PIDI, Chapter Ten (pp. 259-271): Radical Islam

Tuesday, Nov. 20th:
PIDI, Chapter Eleven (273-288): The Future of Ideology 




Benjamin Barber: “Jihad vs. McWorld” (BB)

Thursday, Nov. 22nd:  
  Thanksgiving Break.      No Class Meeting.

Tuesday, Nov. 27th:
TS, Issue 17: “Is Free Trade Fair Trade?” 
Thursday, Nov. 29th: 
Debate #6:  TS, Issue 11: “Is ’Middle Eastern’ Profiling Ever Justified?”
Tuesday, Dec. 4th:   Debate #7: TS, Issue 18: “Does the War in Iraq Help the War Against Terrorism?”
Thursday, Dec. 6th:  
TS, Issue 21:  “Must America Exercise World Leadership?”

Friday, Dec. 14th:  

Final Exam  (3:30-6:30 p.m.)
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