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This course looks at the contemporary phenomenon of globalization and its impact on politics at the international, national, and sub-national levels. It situates globalization within the broader context of emerging international civil society with its economic, cultural, social, and political components. The course also assesses the “backlash” to globalization, as well as the rise of transnationalism and global public policy-making.

PREREQUISITE: Any international relations course or permission of the instructor. This is an upper level elective within the political science major. PSC 344 is intended for students at the junior/senior level with an interest in international and comparative politics. The course is designed for students with some background in general political science courses and introductory international relations.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

By the successful conclusion of this course, students should be able to:


─ describe and discuss the globalization phenomenon;

─ analyze how globalization affects politics at the international, national, and sub-national levels;


─ critique negative and positive political responses to globalization;


─ identify and interpret current scholarly literature on the politics of globalization;


─ understand competing globalization political theories; and


─ use basic research methods in the field of political globalization studies.

Required Texts

Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree
Manfred Steger, Globalism: Market Ideology Meets Terrorism
Rosa Gomez Dierks, Introduction to Globalization
Michael Edwards and John Gaventa, Global Citizen Action
Assignments

There will be three tests during the term. The first two tests will be given on September 28 and November 7 respectively. The final test will be partially comprehensive, and will be given on the date assigned for the semester final exam in this course (December 12: 12 noon to 3pm). There will also be a two-part research project required in the course. Your project will assess the impact of a particular aspect of globalization on a specific nation-state and the lessons that can be learned from the case-study you have undertaken. The submission of a clearly written thesis statement, an annotated bibliography of your preliminary research, and a one-page description of your research so far will be due in class on October 19, and will count for 10% of your grade. The final paper must be submitted no later than November 30, and will be worth 25 %. Each of the first two tests will be worth 20% and the final test will be worth 25%. N.B. – There will be no class on September 10, October 24 and 26, and December 7.
Course Outline
Theme 1: Globalization – Its Essential Components
I.           Origins and History

                    



August 20 - 27
     
A. Post-Cold War Transformations







B. Information Revolution


Readings:  Dierks, Part I and Chapter 12



    Friedman, “Opening Scene,” and Chapters 1-4


    Edwards and Gaventa, Chapter 3
II. 
Contemporary International Capitalism                                 


Aug 29 – Sept 19
A. Bretton Woods





         
B. Multinational Corporations

C. Prosperity and Inequality


Readings: Dierks, Part II; also Chapters 8, 11, and 13



   Steger, Chapters 1-2



   Friedman, Chapters 5-7, 12


   Edwards and Gaventa, Chapters 6-7
III. 
Third Wave of Democracy




        

Sept 21 – Oct. 3
A. America Ascendant





               
B. Communism’s Collapse

C. Development and Democracy

D. Countervailing Models

Readings: Dierks, Chapter 17


   Friedman, Chapters 8-11
IV. 
Backlash







October 5 – 12
A. Ethnic and Nativist Rejection






B. Religious Rejection

C. Transnational Activists

Readings: Dierks, Chapter 15


   Friedman, Chapters 14-15

   Steger. Chapters 3-6



   e-reserve: Baran, “Fighting the War of Ideas”

Theme 2: Globalism: Its Challenge to Nation-State Politics
V.         Governments and Globalization





October 17 - 29
             A.    New Definitions of Sovereignty





             B.    Public Power vs. Private Power
             Readings: Dierks, Chapter 7



 Friedman, Chapters 16
VI.       Emergence of International Civil Society




Oct. 31 – Nov. 5
A. Transformation of  IGOs






B. The Age of the NGO

Readings: Dierks, Chapters 9-10


Edwards and Gaventa, Chapters 9, 15, and 19
VII.      Transnationalism and International Public Policy-Making


November 9 - 19
A. Environmental Politics







B. Human Rights

C. Women’s Rights

Readings: Friedman, Chapter 13


 Edwards and Gaventa, Chapters 10, 14, and 16
VIII.     Global Identity Politics     






Nov. 26 – Dec. 5
A. Personal Empowerment






B. Intermesticity

C. New Definitions of Democracy

Readings: Dierks, Chapters 14, 16

                 Friedman, Chapters 17-19


Edwards and Gaventa, Chapter 20
Some General Notes and Guidelines
Blackboard: Please establish access to the Blackboard site for this course. Regular announcements, reserve readings, the syllabus, assignments, and other critical information for the class will be maintained there. Check the site daily if possible. You are responsible for knowing all course information on the site.
Attendance: I will take class attendance for the first couple weeks of the course in order to get to know you and to meet financial aid and registration reporting requirements. However, in general, I will not require attendance(I will expect it, but not require it. Students in the past have found attendance critical to their understanding and performance in the class, and I expect that this will be the case this semester. If you miss a class, you remain completely responsible for the material covered that day, new assignments made, the outcome of classroom discussions, and any change in course schedule or other matter related to the course. 

Tests and other assignments: Except in the case of a bona fide medical emergency with confirming documentation, or the sudden death of an immediate relative, I do not approve make-up tests or accept assignments late. If you have a commitment scheduled for the day of a test or assignment, you should contact me well before the date so that we can consider the possibility of taking the test or submitting the assignment early. Given the percentage each test and assignment counts in this class, it should be expected that you will fail the course if you do not take a test or turn in a required assignment. It is absolutely critical that you complete all of the work in the course.

Class rules: This class is wide open for discussion. So please come prepared, be on time, and actively participate. In our exchanges all of us have the right to expect professionalism and courtesy. If you have a cell phone or pager with you, BE SURE to turn it off before you enter the room. If it rings while in class, you will not be allowed to bring it to class again. All students are expected to abide by the University’s academic integrity regulations. If you are not familiar with the University’s policy, please see http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/. Plagiarism (presenting the ideas or words of another as if they were one’s own) is cheating. At a minimum, plagiarism on the paper assignments or cheating on the tests will result in a grade of “F” for the course. The UNCG Honor System will be triggered by your misuse of materials, or by your submission of work that was done by others but passed off as your research and writing.  Unfortunately, several students have not abided by this policy over the last two semesters and have been suspended or placed under academic penalty.
Office hours: This semester, I will maintain regular office hours each Monday (8:30-9:30am) and Wednesday (8:30-9:30am and 3:30-4:30pm). I look forward to meeting and talking with you about your work. We can arrange another appointment time if these hours are not workable for you. Please check my office door (224 Graham Building) for open upcoming appointment times. Outside of class, you can reach me most quickly by e-mail. My e-mail address is j_pubant@uncg.edu. My office phone number is 256-0516.

