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Syllabus and Course Outline
     This course focuses primarily on the current politics of the Russian Federation.   It will examine critical issues, such as the problems of democratization, economic reform, nationalism, and state-building, and foreign policy.  In order to better understand contemporary Russian politics, it will also provide a review of the communist period, and the causes and consequences of the USSR's dissolution.
A.   Course Requirements
     Students will take a midterm exam, worth 25% of your grade.  During the semester you will write a research paper on some aspect of current Russian politics.  The research paper will be with 30% of your grade.  The results of the research papers will be discussed in class during the latter part of the semester. You will also have a final exam worth 35% of your grade.  10% of your grade is based on class participation.

B.  Required Readings
Remington, Thomas F., Politics in Russia, 5th ed., (New York: Pearson Education Inc. 2005).

McAuley, Mary, Soviet Politics 1917-1991 (London: Oxford University Press, 1992).

Herspring, Dale R. ed., Putin’s Russia: Past Imperfect, Uncertain Future 3rd ed, (New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2007).
ACADEMIC HONOR CODE: Each student is required to sign the honor statement on all major work submitted for this course. Refer to the UNCG Undergraduate Bulletin.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes unless prior permission is obtained in advance from the instructor.

DROP POLICY: Refer to UNCG Undergraduate Bulletin
Course Outline
I.  Introduction: Continuity and Change in Russian Politics

McAuly, “Introduction”
Remington, chapter 1, “State and Regime in Russia(
II. Evolution of the Soviet Model

McAuly, chapters 2-6.

III. From Brezhnev to Yeltsin: the Transformation of Russian Politics

McAuly, chapters 7 and 8.

Remington, chapter 2, (The Soviet System and Its Demise(
Midterm Exam, approximately September 17th
IV. The Emerging Institutional Context: President, Parliament and the Federal System
Remington, chapter 3, (Russia’s Constitutional Order(
Herspring, chapter 1, “Putin’s Leadership,” Richard Sakwa

Herspring, chapter 2, “Putin and the Attenuation of Democracy,” Timothy Colton
Herspring, chapter 3, ‘Putin, the Parliament, and the Party System,” Thomas Remington
Herspring, chapter 4, “Putin and the Regions,” Nikolai Petrov and Darrell Slider
V. Participation, Mobilization and Political Culture
Remington, chapter 5, “Ideology and Political Culture”

Remington, chapter 4, (Political Participation and Recruitment(
Remington, chapter 6, (Interest Groups and Political Parties(
VI. Transforming the Legal System

Remington, chapter 8 (Politics and Law(
Herspring, chapter 6, “Putin and the Law,” Kathryn Hendley
VII. Economic Transformation and Russia’s new Political Economy
Remington, chapter 7, “State and Market in Russia’s economic Transition”
Herspring, chapter 6, “Putin and the Economy,” James R. Miller

Herspring, chapter 7,” Putin and Agriculture,” Stephen K. Wegren

VIII. Russian(s Evolving Security Policy

Remington, chapter 9 (Russia as a Regional Super Power(
Herspring, chapter 8, “Putin and Military Reform,” Dale Herspring

Herspring, chapter 9, “Putting and Foreign Policy,” Andrei Tsygankov
IX. Conclusion

Herspring, “Conclusion”
Final Exam, Wednesday, December 12th, 3:30-6:30
