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Introduction:

This course is an introduction to the government and politics of Latin America. It begins with an overview of the history, geography, and political economy of the region before examining why democratic government has had a tenuous existence in the region.  It discusses the nature of presidentialism, both to assess its role in fomenting political instability and to understand the operation of contemporary political systems.  This course involves lectures, discussions, videos, and readings about Latin America as a whole as well as more in depth examinations of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, and Venezuela. 

Course Requirements: 

The class requires students, first, to write one paper, which is worth 30 percent of the course grade.  Second, each student will also take three pop quizzes, each of which is worth 10-points each (and for a total of 30 percent of the class grade).  Third, students will also keep a journal of news events worth 40 percent of the class grade.    

The journal will consist of analytical discussions of articles from The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world/la/), The Miami Herald’s Latin American homepage (http://www.miamiherald.com/news/americas/), The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/americas/index.html).  For 3 days of each week during the semester (or a total of 42 entries spread throughout the semester), the student will record the author, title, and date of at least one article on Latin American politics, economics, social issues, or US relations with the countries of the region.  Discussions should consist of no more than two or three paragraphs (or not exceed a one-half of a single-spaced page).  

The paper deadline will be announced at least one month before it is due.  The journal must be turned in on the last day of class.  For every day a written assignment is past due, it will drop a letter grade.  Documented excuses will only be accepted from students requiring emergency medical attention.  

Books for Purchase:

Duncan Green, Faces of Latin America, 3rd edition (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2006).

Frances Hagopian and Scott P. Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America: Advances and Setbacks (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005).
Julia Preston and Sam Dillon, Opening Mexico: The Making of a Democracy (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005).

Useful Sources:

For informative histories of the region, see the Cambridge History of Latin America (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984-) and Thomas E. Skidmore and Peter H. Smith, Modern Latin America, latest edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press).  Students may also want to consult the following journals: the Journal of Latin American Studies, Latin American Politics and Society, the Latin American Research Review and NACLA: Report on the Americas.

There also is an enormous amount of information on the World Wide Web about Latin America.  The best single site, with linkages to all countries of the region and relevant topics, is at the University of Texas, Austin (http://lanic.utexas.edu).  The Political Database of the Americas of the Center for Latin American Studies at Georgetown University also has a great deal of information (http://www.georgetown.edu/LatAmerPolitical/home.html/) and links to other sites.  Both present basic indicators of the politics, society, and economics of each Latin American country.  They also list newspapers with Web sites, many of who present their news in English as well as Spanish (or Portuguese, in the case of Brazil).  A useful summary of basic demographic, economic, social and political information is the CIA’s Factbooks (http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/).  The Economic Commission on Latin America, U.N. organization (http://www.eclac.cl), and the Lonely Planet Travel Guides (http://www.lonelyplanet.com.au) also contain valuable information.

     Informative and accessible accounts of Latin American countries include:

Maria J. Duzán, Death Beat: A Colombian Journalist’s Life Inside the Cocaine Wars (New York: HarperCollins, 1994).

Gabriel García Márquez, News of a Kidnapping (New York: Penguin Books, 1998).

Clare Hargreaves, Snowfields: The War on Cocaine in the Andes (New York: Holmes & Meir, 1992).

Paul Rambali, In the Cities and Jungles of Brazil (New York: Henry Holt, 1993).
Tina Rosenberg, Children of Cain: Violence and the Violent in Latin America (New York: Penguin Books, 1991).

Henry Shukman, Sons of the Moon: A Journey in the Andes (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1989).

         
Mario Vargas Llosa, A Fish Out of Water (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1994).

Course Topics and Reading Assignments:

I. INTRODUCTION TO LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY AND POLITICS

A. Geography and History: An Overview (21 & 23 August)

Green, Faces of Latin America, chap. 1.

B. A Social and Economic Portrait (28 & 30 August)

Green, Faces of Latin America, chap. 3.

C. Politics, Democracy, and Presidentialism in Latin America (4 & 6 September

Green, Faces of Latin America, chaps. 2, 4
Recommended Readings:

Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, Dependency and Development in Latin America (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1979).

Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier, Shaping the Political Arena: Critical Junctures, the Labor Movement, and Regime Dynamics in Latin America (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991).

Torcuato S. Di Tella, Latin American Politics: A Theoretical Framework (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990).

Ernesto Stein, Mariano Tommasi, Koldo Echebarría, Eduardo Lora, J. Mark Payne, The Politics of Policies: Economic and Social Progress in Latin America (Washington, D.C. and Cambridge, MA: David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University and Inter-American Development Bank, 2005).

Juan J. Linz and Arturo Valenzuela, eds., The Failure of Presidential Democracy, 2 volumes (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994).

Scott Mainwaring and Timothy R. Scully, eds., Building Democratic Institutions: Party Systems in Latin America (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995).

Scott Mainwaring & Matthew Shugart, eds., Presidentialism and Democracy in Latin America (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997).

II. DICTATORSHIP AND DEMOCRATIZATION
A. Authoritarianism in Mexico (11 September)

Preston and Dillon, Opening of Mexico, chaps. 2 & 16.
B. Citizen Protest in Mexico (13 & 18 September) 

Preston and Dillon, Opening of Mexico, chaps. 3, 4, & 5.
C. Economic Reform and Political Change in Mexico (20 September)

Preston and Dillon, Opening of Mexico, chaps. 6-9
D. Pivotal Elections and Democratization in Mexico (25 September)

Preston and Dillon, Opening of Mexico, chaps. 1 & 17.

E. Military Rule in Guatemala (27 September and 2 & 9 October)

Seligson, “Democracy on Ice: The Multiple Challenges of Guatemala’s Peace Process,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.
III. POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND DEMOCRATIZATON
A. Argentina (11 & 18 October)

Levitsky, “Argentina: Democratic Survival amidst Economic Failure,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.
B. Bolivia (23 & 25 October)

Mayorga, “Bolivia’s Democracy at the Crossroads,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America. 

C. Peru (30 October & 1 November)

Tanaka, “Peru 1980–2000: Chronicle of a Death Foretold? Determinism, Political Decisions, and Open Outcomes,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.
IV. DEMOCRACIES IN LATIN AMERICA

A. Chile (6, 8 & 13 November)

Arturo Valenzuela, ”Chile: Origins and Consolidation of a Latin American Democracy,” in Larry Diamond, et. al., Democracy in Developing Countries: Latin America.

B. Colombia (15 & 20 November)

Bejarano and Pizarro, “From ‘Restricted’ to ‘Besieged:’ The Changing Nature of the Limits to Democracy in Colombia,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.
C. Venezuela (22, 27 & 29 November)

Coppedge, “Explaining Democratic Deterioration in Venezuela through Nested Inference,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.
V.  DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE: FINAL REFLECTIONS (classes in December)
Hagopian, “Conclusions: Government Performance, Political Representation, and Public Perceptions of Contemporary Democracy in Latin America,” in Hagopian and Mainwaring, eds., The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America.
