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	Days
	Time
	Room

	Wed
	06:30 PM-09:20 PM
	GRAM209


Instructor: Takashi Tsukamoto
E-mail: t_tsukam@uncg.edu
Office: GRAM 234 

Office hours: Wed. 5:00PM – 6:00PM (and by appt.)

Phone: 336-256-0513
PSC520: Urban Political Systems
Course Description
This course is designed to provide an overview and theoretical grounds about the political, social and economic forces that are shaping contemporary American cities. By critically reviewing historical developments of our cities, we will investigate the issues central to understand the future conditions of our communities and to govern them effectively. The topics we will be covering throughout the course include:
· American political culture and historical characteristics that have been influencing cities

· The functions of federal government and intergovernmental relations that affected American urbanization

· The nature of urban political economy that is determining the conditions of our cities

· Main problems of our contemporary metropolitan areas, such as sprawl, continued racial tensions and disparities, immigration, and government fragmentation

· Globalization and its impact on urban economy, politics and citizens

Course Goals:

At the end of the semester, you will be knowledgeable about:

· The constraints and challenges to the decision makings in the city 

· The biases of urban decisions and their consequences
· The nature and conditions of urban political economy
· The effects of globalization on our urban governance 

· Potential solutions to contemporary urban problems and issues

Course Expectations:

Student participation is the main part of this course. Specifically, you are expected to: 

· Read the assigned course materials by the date we will be covering in class

· Attend class regularly and actively participate in class discussions
· Be punctual and respectful to others (no disruptive behaviors, no cell phone and other telecommunication devise uses), and stay for the entire class. 

· Submit papers by due dates 
Course Requirements: 

· Weekly reading analysis papers: 35%
· Research paper (including research design and outline): 35% of final grades
· Research paper presentation: 10%

· Class participation: 20% of final grades
Weekly reading analysis papers
A readings synthesis paper should be no more than 1 page long (single-space), typed in a 12-point font with 1.25-inch margins, and turned in before each class meeting. It should be a synthesis of the findings, thesis, explanations, theoretical claims and opinions of the assigned reading materials: i.e. it should not be a mere collection of summaries. You can add your critic by paying attention to authors’ research methods, empirical evidence, and the significance of their claims to the current urban conditions. The purpose of this assignment is to encourage your deeper comprehending of the materials. 

Urban Policy Paper

A separate instruction will be provided.
NOTE: 

1. No late papers will be accepted.

2. Cite your papers properly (e.g. the APA, MLA), including for Internet sources. Avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism includes unidentified quotes, paraphrases, or summaries. Whether intentional or not, plagiarism is a form of cheating. Plagiarism will result in an “F” on the assignment and in the course. 
3. If you have special needs because of a learning disability, please feel free to discuss this with me.
4. Blackboard is used as the main source of telecommunication. I will use the email addresses recorded there. Please be aware.  
5. No extra-credit work is offered.

Grading Policy:
Final grades are determined according to the following schedule. Class attendance and active participation will be factored in for the borderline grade adjustments.
A
93-100

B+
87–89

C+
77-79

D+
67-69

A-
90-92

B
83-86

C
73-76

D
60-66




B-
80-82

C-
70-72 

F = Below 60

Required Books:  The following books should be available at the school bookstore
· Dennis R. Judd and Todd Swanstrom, City Politics: The Political Economy of Urban America (Sixth edition), Pearson Longman [Text]
· Denis R. Judd and Paul Kantor, The Politics of Urban America: A Reader, Longman (Fifth edition) [Reader]
Other Reading Materials:

· E-reserves and journal articles available on Blackboard

· Schedule: 

	Week
	Topic and Reading

	1
	8/22 Course introduction and overview

Text: CH1 

Reader: Introductory Essay, Governing the Metropolis in the Global Era

	
	

	2
	8/29 Urban Political Economy
Reader: CH1
Molotch, “The City as a Growth Machine” -BB

	
	

	3
	9/05 Urban Machines vs. reformers: the issue of scale 

Text CH2, CH3 and CH4
Policy paper proposal due

	
	

	4
	9/12  The Urban Crisis    Class video: “House We Live In” (VH11393) 

Text CH5, CH6 and CH7

	
	 

	5
	9/19 Race and Governance in the City   Class video: “Two societies” (VH1532)
Text: CH9
Reader: CH4

Smith, “Hugh Governs?” -BB

	
	

	6
	9/26  NIMBYism and Politics of Suburbia
Text: CH8 and CH10
Reader: CH5

	
	

	7
	10/03 Globalization and Cities
Reader: CH2
Friedmann, “World cities hypothesis” -BB
Jessop, “Post Fordism and State” -BB

	
	

	8
	10/10 Urban Environment, Smart Growth and New Regionalism Class video: Cities (HV9283)
Text: CH11
Reader: CH7

	
	

	9
	10/17 City Finance and Dependent City
Text CH 12
Alan Greenblatt, “Enemies of the State” -BB
Christopher Swope, “The Phantom of New York” -BB

	
	

	10
	10/24  Cities in the American Federalism
Reader: CH8 

Alan Greenblatt, “Squeezing the Federal Turnip” -BB
Pietro S. Nivola. Are Europe's cities better? – Regulation, federal policy, smart growth and economy -BB



	Week
	Topic and Reading 

	11
	10/31 Politics of Urban Revitalization   Class video: World Cities – New York and L.A.
Text; CH13
Michael Powell, “In New York City, Fewer Find They Can Make It” -BB
Rebecca Gardyn, “Packaging Cities” -BB
Blaine Harden. “Economics Drive White Gentrification” -BB

	
	

	12
	11/07 The Creative Class and Boosterism in the Global Economy
Reader: CH3

Joel Kotkin and Fred Siegel, “Too much forth” -BB
Sam Staley, “Ground Zero in Urban Decline” -BB
John Buntin, “Sugar Daddy Government” -BB

	
	

	13
	11/14 Urban Governance in the Globalization Era
TEXT: CH14 and CH15

Joel Kotkin, “Movers and Shakers” -BB
John Tierney, “The Gentry, Misjudged As Neighbors” -BB
Fred Siegel, “The Death and Life of America’s Cities” -BB
Todd Swanstrom, Beyond Economism -BB


	
	

	14
	11/21 Thanksgiving Holiday, thanks!

	
	

	15
	11/28  Research paper presentation


	
	

	16
	12/05  Research paper presentation



	
	

	17
	12/12  Final paper due 


Changes might have to be made to the above schedule to accommodate unexpected events 
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