FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Massive Coalition Forms to Address National Epidemic of Abuse

National Partnership to End Interpersonal Violence Across the Lifespan Seeks Solutions to Abuse and Violence Prevention 

San Diego, CA, August 24, 2010 – The National Partnership to End Interpersonal Violence Across the Lifespan (NPEIV) today formally announced its formation.  Led by renowned psychologists Robert Geffner, Ph.D., and Jacquelyn White, Ph.D, the NPEIV brings together more than 170 partner agencies, organizations and groups, endeavoring to raise national public awareness of the full range of abuse – from child maltreatment to elder abuse – by promoting healthy relationships through the application of science, practice and policy.

“There is no single agency that can put an end to what has become an epidemic of abuse and violence in our society,” said Dr. Robert Geffner.  “It is only by coming together, and continuing to work passionately and aggressively, that we can create real, positive change in our communities, in our homes, and across the country.”  


Domestic violence in the United State costs the economy $8.8 billion annually in the form of physical and mental healthcare, criminal justice and other related services. The cost of child abuse totals $103.8 billion a year, and sexual violence totals a whopping $127 billion. Add to this the immense personal cost of these, and other, forms of interpersonal violence, and the extent of the national epidemic is undeniable.  


A think tank of NPEIV organization and agency representatives from around the country convened in San Diego on September 11, 2010, just prior to the 15th International Conference on Violence, Abuse & Trauma. The goal was to set a specific blueprint for action in order to establish interpersonal violence prevention as a national priority.


Dr. Geffner and Dr. White have devoted their careers to reducing abuse across the spectrum throughout the lifespan.  Dr. Geffner is the Founder and President of the Family Violence and Sexual Assault Institute and the President of Alliant International University’s (AIU) Institute on Violence, Abuse and Trauma (IVAT). He also is a Clinical Research Professor of Psychology at AIU.  A licensed psychologist and Marriage & Family Therapist in California and Texas, he has served on several national and state committees relating to family psychology, family violence, child abuse, and family law. 

Dr. White has over 30 years of experience researching gender issues, aggression and intimate partner violence. A Psychology Professor and Associate Dean for Research in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, she is a previous director of the Women’s Studies and has served as president of the Southeastern Psychological Association and the Society for the Psychology of Women. She is also the 2008 recipient of the Carolyn Wood Sherif Award.

For more information on NPEIV, or to learn how you can get involved, please contact Dr. Bob Geffner at bgeffner@alliant.edu, or visit the National Partnership to End Interpersonal Violence Across the Lifespan’s website (www.npeiv.org). 

About NPEIV

The NPEIV is an overarching network of state, regional, and national organizations, agencies, and coalitions that embraces a multi-disciplinary and multicultural commitment to violence prevention across the lifespan. The organization is committed to reducing interpersonal violence and its consequences by linking science, practice, policy, and advocacy. Through its many partnerships and collaborations, the NPEIV is beginning to make great strides in pursuing this goal and achieving its mission of becoming an umbrella partnership of the many organizations, agencies, advocates, and victims working to end interpersonal violence in the US. The Institute on Violence, Abuse & Trauma at Alliant International University is the fiscal and logistical arm of the NPEIV.
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