WHO and LSHTM release new manual on preventing intimate partner and sexual violence against women

Today in London, United Kingdom, on the occasion of the 10th World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion, WHO and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine release Preventing intimate partner and sexual violence against women: taking action and generating evidence. This important new tool for violence prevention researchers, practitioners and advocates provides a planning framework for developing policies and programmes for the prevention of intimate partner and sexual violence. This guide outlines the nature, magnitude, risks and consequences of intimate partner and sexual violence. It outlines strategies to prevent these forms of violence against women and describes how these can be tailored to the needs, capacities and resources of particular settings. It also emphasizes the importance of integrating scientific evaluation into all prevention activities in order to expand current knowledge of what works,

The manual describes interventions of known effectiveness, those supported by emerging evidence, and those that could potentially be effective, but have yet to be sufficiently evaluated for their impact. For instance, school-based programmes to prevent violence occurring in "dating relationships" have been shown to be effective in randomized trials in the USA and Canada. Evidence is emerging for the effectiveness of empowerment approaches which use micro finance combined with gender-equality training or are based on communications and relationship skills training such as the Stepping Stones training package, which has been widely used in low- and middle-income countries. Strategies that aim to prevent intimate partner and sexual violence through reducing the harmful use of alcohol also show promise. A six-step framework for planning, implementing and evaluating such prevention programmes and policies is presented.

This document is primarily aimed at policy-makers, programme planners and donors from public health and related sectors who seek to advance the prevention of intimate partner and sexual violence against women. In addition to the principal audience, other interested parties will include those working in other government sectors such as education, child welfare, social care, criminal justice and departments of women or gender equality; advocates from civil society organizations; local authorities; environmental and urban planners; and researchers.

Preventing intimate partner and sexual violence against women: taking action and generating evidence is available here

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9789241564007_eng.pdf (File size: 0.9 MB) .

To order hard copies of the manual, please contact Ms Claire Scheurer (scheurerc@who.int).

For further information, please contact Dr Alexander Butchart (butcharta@who.int), Dr Christopher Mikton (miktonc@who.int) or Dr Claudia Garcia Moreno (garciamorenoc@who.int).

RELATED LINKS

Preventing child maltreatment: a guide to taking action and generating evidence
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