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Research Interests

 
At a general level, my research focuses on people's mental representations or concepts of everyday things. It addresses a number of interrelated issues associated with people's concepts. First, I am especially interested in how people combine familiar concepts to produce new ones. People frequently use these novel combinations to express new ideas, to refer to new situations, and so on. There has been much interest in novel noun-noun and adjective-noun combinations. Recent examples include: ostrich steak (a steak made out of ostrich meat), zebra mussel (a mussel with zebra-like stripes), and purple potato (a type of potato that is purple). My work focuses on the basic types of strategies that people use to combine concepts as well as the cognitive processes involved. I have developed a two-process account of how people combine concepts.
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