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Rain is a crucial element in the religion of Ancient Israel and later Judaism.  Humans need to eat and 
drink.  Agriculture depends on rainfall.  God gives rain in response to proper religious observance.  This 
theology and related practices become the background for narratives in which distinctive people attempt 
to bring rain through their connection with the divine.  The stories portray humans as deeply grounded in 
their surroundings and the cycles of nature, and many set out ideals for day-to-day interpersonal relations 
given vulnerabilities to the environment.  We will explore these stories and conclude with reflections on 
their significance for ethics today.
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