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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS


REL 101
Instructor:  David McDuffie
Intro to Religious Studies
Time & Day:  TR – 2-3:15; & MW 2-3:15

 Course Description: This course is an introduction to the academic study of religion.  Entailed in this study will be an attempt to arrive at a better understanding of the meaning attributed to the concept of religion and to assess the ways in which religious traditions, communities, and individuals function within and consequently influence human culture.  Furthermore, the course will consist of an examination of the ways in which cultures influence various conceptions of religious faith and practice.  During the semester, we will explore a diversity of religious traditions and expressions and a variety of beliefs, rituals, and concepts associated with them in order to evaluate the significance of religion and religious thought, both historically and in a contemporary context.  

REL 101.81D – Winter Session
Instructor:  David McDuffie
Intro to Religious Studies
Web Course to be Announced

This course is an introduction to the academic study of religion.  Entailed in this study will be an attempt to arrive at a better understanding of the meaning attributed to the concept of religion and to assess the ways in which religious traditions, communities, and individuals function within and consequently influence human culture.  Furthermore, the course will consist of an examination of the ways in which cultures influence various conceptions of religious faith and practice.  During the semester, we will explore a diversity of religious traditions and expressions and a variety of beliefs, rituals, and concepts associated with them in order to evaluate the significance of religion and religious thought, both historically and in a contemporary context.  


REL 109
Instructor:  Matthew McKinnon
Religion and Contemporary Culture
Time & Day:  MWF – 10-10:50

 Course Description: This course is an attempt to address religious issues within our contemporary Western context. We will explore divergent voices and practices that have arisen between the religious and the secular, within certain “traditional” Western religions, as well as within “new age” religions. Specific issues in past semesters have included truth and relativity, language and reality, racism and religion, feminist religious thought, and the role of the Internet in contemporary religion. Classes are designed to include large-group lectures as well as small-group discussions and activities.



REL 109
Instructor:  Bennett Ramsey
Religion and Contemporary Culture
Time & Day:  MWF – 11-11:50

Course Description:  In this course we will investigate current issues related to Creationism, Intelligent Design, and Evolution. Readings in the course will include works by Dawkins, Miller, Haught, Gould.



REL 207
Instructor:  Eugene Rogers
Modern Problems of Belief
Time & Day:  TR – 12:30-1:45
Course Description:  This course examines challenges to traditional Christian thought from within and outside it during the 19th to 21st Centuries, including changing views of God, changing views of freedom, the social study of religion, the psychology of belief, 
Christian views of women, feminine language for God, Christian views of Judaism and other religions, historical views of scripture, revivals of trinitarian thinking, the problem of evil, and controversies over ordination and marriage for sexual minorities. Previous students have found the reading difficult, and compared it to a philosophy course. This is not a course in ethics, and most contemporary ethical controversies will not appear. Rather, it is a course about how Christian groups disagree and how Christian doctrine and ritual change. 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able, in writing, to identify, describe, and evaluate arguments about issues dividing Christian groups in the 19th to 21st Centuries. In particular, they will demonstrate in writing the ability to evaluate the rational coherence of different views on those issues—in other words, judge the way that an author’s view hold together on its own terms, meets the objections of others, or both. 

Readings from major, classic, and contemporary works of controversy will provide a variety of models for understanding the issues of the course. The same readings also provide critical evaluations of rival views. Expository readings and postings by the instructor will prepare students to identify topics, recognize compatible views, and differentiate rival views; they will inculcate understanding and offer further strategies for evaluation. Three in-class tests, no exam during exam period.
 
Why you should take this course: 
1. You want to know what Christians are arguing about these days. 
2. You like in-class discussion and tests. 
3. It’s a good first course in Christianity, designed to be informative to those who know little. 
4. It's a good advanced course in Christianity, designed to be interesting, even surprising to those who know a lot.
5. The readings are great! We read some of the greatest hits in Christian thought. 
6. First-years and sophomores couldn't take courses like this in high school. 
7. Juniors and seniors need training for jobs that involve thinking, writing, or cooking up reasons. Theologians think about theology much as lawyers think about law. Students go on to law school, divinity school, architecture school, graduate school, consulting, and business. 
8. It’s part of a liberal education that the citizens of North Carolina should know something about religion. 
9. The Religious Studies Department at UNCG is one the best public-university religious studies departments without a graduate program. 
10. The course needs students from a variety of backgrounds to work well. 

Why you should not take this course: 
1. You think of it as Sunday School. 
2. You don’t like to read. 
3. You think spirituality is a matter of individual experience apart from texts and communities. 
4. You think that Catholics, Anglicans, or Eastern Orthodox people aren’t really Christians. 
5. You don’t like philosophy. 
6. You are afraid of Freud or Marx. 
7. You prefer historical influence and effect to conceptual analysis. 
8. You don’t intend to come very often. 
9. You’re shy about speaking up in class. 
10. You want to sit back and be entertained by a lecture. 
11. You don't intend to do the reading very often. 
12. You're afraid thinking is incompatible with Christianity. 
13. You want to prove your faith by butting heads with 19th C.
 critics of religion. 
14. You want to be in a homogeneous group where everyone thinks alike and is pious. 
15. You intend to write sermons for postings and papers. 
16. You don't like surprises. 
16. You’re a senior and you’ve planned to have a good case of senioritis: you’ve worked for it, you deserve it, and nobody’s going to deprive you of it! 
17. You’re any year and you’re pretty sure you need a semester off, but you haven’t planned or maybe even admitted it to yourself yet, so you need to flunk out in order to get a break. 
If any of these is the case, then don’t do it to us!



REL 210
Instructor:  Derek Krueger
Christianity to Reformation
Time & Day:  MWF – 11-11:50

Course Description: This course is a historical survey of Christian thought and practice
from the second century to the dawn of the Protestant Reformation (around 1500). Through
reading texts representative of Christian traditions, we will consider the variety and development
of Christian theological teaching (on such topics as the incarnation and the Trinity), rituals and
liturgy (including baptism, eucharist, and the Christian calendar), ethics, and modes of life (such
as monasticism). Particular attention will be given to expressions of Christianity in the ancient
world, before the rise of Islam. We will then consider Christianity both in the Eastern
Mediterranean (Byzantium) and in Western Europe during the Middle Ages. Students will learn
to read and understand classic Christian literary and theological texts.

This is a course in the history of Christianity in pre-modern times--this is not a course in
contemporary Christian beliefs and practices. Most of you will encounter religious forms vastly
different from anything in your own experience, although many modern types of Christianity,
such as Eastern Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism, and highly liturgical forms of Protestantism
continue to bear strong resemblance to the Christianities of the ancient and medieval eras. This
course is best understood as a course about past and foreign cultures. At every point we will be
concerned to understand the material we encounter from the standpoint of the analytical study of
religion, which interprets religious systems in terms of their beliefs and practices within the
framework of the humanities.



REL 212W
Instructor:  Bennett Ramsey
Christianity – Reformation to Present
Time & Day:  MWF – 9-9:50

Course Description:  This course is a survey of Christian thought from the Protestant Reformation(s) to the present, focusing primarily on Protestant and Roman Catholic theology in Europe and America , but also including Eastern Orthodox and more recent “Liberation” movements. We will read and discuss important primary texts representative of various forms of Christianity that have arisen since the
sixteenth century. While not a course on the history of the church, some attention will be given
to the social context of our readings. Our concern will be the ways in which Christianity has
changed from context to context, on the conditions and ideals that have influenced these changes,
and on the problems that arise within these various movements.



REL 215
Instructor:  Ellen Haskell
Judaism
Time & Day:  MW – 2-3:15

Course Description:  This course will provide a broad introduction to the religious tradition of Judaism. Central topics for the course include Jewish text, history, ritual, thought and culture.  Course readings and discussions will stress the creative tension between tradition and innovation that has allowed Judaism to endure as a vital and diverse religion in an ever-changing world.



REL 217
Instructor:  Marc Bregman
The Synagogue
Time & Day:  TR – 12:30-1:45

Course Description:  From its inception, the synagogue has served as the social and religious center of Jewish life. In this course we will attempt to enter the world of the ancient, medieval and modern synagogue through the portals of its architecture, art, and literature. Texts for preparation and study in class will include passages from rabbinic literature viewed as artifacts of synagogue sermons, piyyutim (liturgical poems) and selections from traditional and contemporary liturgy in English translation.



REL 218
Instructor:  David Neil Schmid
Non Western Religions: Chinese Religion
Time & Day:  TR – 11-12:15 & TR 12:30-1:45

Course Description: What does kung-fu have to do with religion? How does Zen Buddhism express fundamental Chinese concepts of the cosmos? Why are spirit mediums still a part religious life in China? This course examines these and other questions through an in-depth chronological exploration of Chinese religion and philosophy. In addition to core sacred texts, we will also investigate archaeological sites and material culture to understand the wide range of Chinese beliefs and practices over the past four thousand years.



REL 250
Instructor:  David McDuffie
Religious Traditions and Care of the Earth
Time & Day:  TR – 3:30-4:45

Course Description:  This course is a study of the relationship between religion and the human care for the natural environment.   Major topics to be covered will include the relationship between religion and ecology, the potential problems that certain religious worldviews pose for valuing non-human nature, and the emerging role of religious perspectives in addressing issues of ecological concern.  The question that will serve as our orientation throughout the semester is the following:  In a time of widespread ecological degradation and crises, what is the potential for religious communities to offer a significant contribution toward the attainment of sustainable human cultures?  Primary but not exclusive emphasis will be placed on Buddhist and Christian traditions, Native American perspectives, and the religious history of American Environmentalism.  



REL 258
Instructor:  William Hart
Darwin, Evolution, Human Nature
Time & Day:  TR - 9:30-10:45

Course Description:   Charles Darwin’s The Origin of Species revolutionized our understanding of life. This course explores the religious, philosophical, and ethical implications of Darwinian-inspired evolutionary theory.



REL 310
Instructor:  Jennifer Bird
Christianity & the Construction of Gender:  Feminist Interpretations of the Bible
Time & Day:  MW– 3:30-4:45

Course Description:  This course is intended for anyone interested in reading some of the texts of the Hebrew Bible and the Christian New Testament from various feminist perspectives. This includes reading biblical scholarship in order to glean methods for interpreting specific passages, as well as reading these texts for ourselves. While using the category of gender is the primary focus, we will also bring into the discussion the elements of race and class at times, and we will take historical, cultural and political contexts into consideration. The biblical texts were unquestionably written within patriarchal societies, mostly by males, for the benefit of the survival of small groups of people. The ultimate goal is to consider the implications of these realities for the biblical canon as a whole and thus for their possible influence on our (post)modern society and culture today. 
 

REL 3l3W
Instructor:  Marc Bregman
Topics in Ancient Judaism: Jewish Law
Time & Day:  R – 6-8:45

Course Description:  This course will provide an introduction to Jewish Law. Students will learn the fundamentals of Jewish law through guided readings in primary sources and secondary literature. Writing assignments will require each student to summarize and to compare or contrast approaches to legal issues within the Jewish tradition. 



REL 314
Instructor:  Derek Krueger
Saint Society in Early Middle Ages: Saints and Relics: Art and Devotion in the Middle Ages
Time & Day:  MW – 2-3:15

Course Description:  This course is an Honors course and will be team taught by Dr. Derek Krueger (Religious Studies) and Dr. Heather Holian (Art).  Students can sign up for either course number but must be approved by the Honor College to enroll.  Please see Dr. Krueger if you have questions.

By the fourth century, Christians had begun to hold the physical remains and personal effects of holy men and women in high regard, treating them with special reverence and expecting them to provide help with practical and spiritual problems.  Artists created elaborate containers to hold sacred objects and substances such as bones, oil, earth, wood, or water collected on pilgrimage or housed at shrines.  This course examines the veneration of saints and their relics in the ancient and medieval world as well as the processes, materials, and iconography artists employed to create reliquaries.  The course is team-taught by an art historian and a historian of religion and coincides with a blockbluster exhibition of medieval reliquaries at the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore. The class includes a field trip over a long weekend to the Walters and to the medieval art collection of the National Gallery in Washington, DC.



REL 324W
Instructor:  Charles Orzech
Philosophical Issues in Religion
Time & Day:  W – 6-8:45

Course Description:  Philosophical Issues in Religion: Semiotics, Visual Culture, and Religious Images brings together three important areas of study: semiotics, or the “study of signs,” visual culture, or the study of the “visual components of everyday life,” and the study of images in religion. Because of its particular genealogy, the study of religion has been and continues to be text centered. Semiotics provides a wide range of tools for the study of texts, yet it opens new possibilities by subsuming texts under the larger category of ‘signs.’ We will begin with a consideration of some traditional discussions of religion and language and quickly move into a crash course in semiotics and visual culture, especially as it applies to the study of religious images (paintings, icons, films, etc.).  I consider this course a joint exploration and it is very likely the syllabus will undergo refinement in accordance with the direction of class interests and discussion. The course is writing intensive and involves a mix of formal and informal writing, both online and in class, and the production of a major research paper.




REL 341W
Instructor:  Ellen Haskell
Topics in Jewish Thought: Kabbalah in Popular Culture
Time & Day:  M – 6-8:45

Course Description:  This course will focus on the development, presentation and reception of the form of Jewish mysticism known as Kabbalah as it appears in the modern world.  Drawing on a variety of sources, including religious documents, popular literature, internet, music and film, we will explore the ways in which modernity and consumerism have transformed this traditional mode of Jewish spirituality.  Important themes for the course will include the role of Kabbalah outside the Jewish community, the Jewish community’s internal reclamation of mysticism, and the modern quest for personally fulfilling spirituality.  Topics will include the music of Madonna and Matisyahu, the phenomenon of Jewish Buddhism, Kabbalah in Hollywood, Kabbalah in Literature, and more.



REL 382W
Instructor:  Eugene Rogers
Topics in Christian Thought: God, Body, Sexual Orient
Time & Day:  T – 6-8:45

Course Description:  This course tries to answer two questions: What does Christianity say the body is for, and what does the study of social bodies say God is for? Or, put another way, what does God want with a human body (my human body, the social human body, God's own human body); and what does a human society want with God? The course uses current debates about sexual orientation to address those issues. Arguments for and against same-sex marriage will play a prominent role. Writing intensive—and “reading intensive”! 3 five-page papers, weekly discussion board participation, seminar discussion. This is not a bull session or a soapbox, but will require heavy reading, sober writing, and willingness to speak up thoughtfully in seminar. A 2-page, double-spaced reaction paper on the first reading (Rowan Williams, "The Body's Grace") will be due at the end of the first week.
 
Why you should NOT take this course:
1. You think of it as Sunday School.
2. You think spirituality is a matter of individual experience apart from texts and communities.
3. You think that Catholics, Anglicans, or Eastern Orthodox people aren’t really Christians.
4. You don’t like philosophy.
5. You prefer historical influence and effect to conceptual analysis.
6. You don't intend to come very often.
7. You’re shy about speaking up in a seminar about sex.
8. You prefer to talk about your own views instead of the ones in the readings.
9. You don't intend to do the reading very often.
10. You're afraid thinking is incompatible with Christianity.
11. You don’t want to hear what students of religion think about Christianity.
12. You want to be in a homogeneous group where everyone thinks alike and is pious.
13.You intend to write sermons for papers.
14.You don't like surprises.
15.You’re a senior and you’ve planned to have a good case of senioritis: you’ve worked for it, you deserve it, and nobody’s going to deprive you of it!
16.You’re any year and you’re pretty sure you need a semester off, but you haven’t planned or maybe even admitted it to yourself yet, so you need to flunk out in order to get a break.




REL 401, 402, 403, 404
Instructor:  Various Instructors
Tutorial
Time & Day:  TBA

We have Foust 111 scheduled on Wednesdays from 12-2, if any of these courses need to meet face to face.



REL 410SI
Instructor:  Charles Orzech
Senior Seminar
Time & Day:  TR – 2-3:15

Course Description: Senior Seminar has three goals. First, it offers the Department a vehicle to examine how well students have mastered both the content and the skills that are critical to the academic study of religion. It does this by putting you in a real seminar setting in which you are called on to read, discuss, and critique three recent works in the field. Second, it affords majors an opportunity to fulfill a speaking intensive requirement for the major. Finally, Senior Seminar serves as an important component of the Department’s own assessment regime by providing feedback on the effectiveness of the major curriculum. I want to emphasize that this is not a “lecture” class. It is a seminar in which you are expected to engage the readings and the other students in the class. Other department faculty will be invited to class for formal oral presentations. All majors must pass Senior Seminar to graduate. At this point (Oct. 7, 2010) I have not yet chosen which books we will be reading. Students will be required to do three informal and three formal presentations, and present oral and written critiques of presentations.

