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ARC Celebrates 40 Years with May Reunion

Warren Ashby Residential College will commemorate its 40" anniversary with a reunion for all alumni, faculty, and friends on
May 14-16, 2010. This event also marks a passing of the torch: Dr. Fran Arndt will retire as ARC Director after this semester.

The ARC alumni committee and staff invite all current and former students, faculty, staff, friends, and family to join in honoring
Fran for her multiple decades of service to Residential College as instructor, assistant director, and director, and for her early
role establishing the program — she was RC's first Resident Counselor in 1970-71!

Weekend activities are still formulating but include the T .
following: entative

2010 Reunion Schedule

e Reception in the Alumni House

« Refreshments, games & entertainment in the Parlor Friday, May 14 . .
- Campus tours 3-7pm Check-in for those staying overnight

e Panel discussions in Mary Foust

e Reunion photo
e Deejayed dance
e Overnight accommodations in your old room!

5-7pm ARC Alumni Reception -
Virginia Dare Room, Alumni House

7-10pm  Coffee House, Ashby Parlor -

Register Now! Light refreshments, games & more
www.uncg.edu/res/alumni_form.html Saturday. May 15
Online registration perferred, but AM Continental breakfast for those waking
you may also use the Registration Form up in Mary Foust (Ashby Parlor)

on page 3 of this newsletter.

Campus Tours

The Reunion Committee also invites your input and/or Lunch On Tate Street (suggested)

assistance in planning and executing reunion events.

Planning meetings are scheduled for the following Tuesdays PM Faculty Panel: 40 Years of

at 7:00 p.m. in Mary Foust Hall's Ashby Parlor: Living and Learning in Mary Foust
February 23 Entertainment/tribute to Fran Arndt
March 23 )
April 20 Reunion Photo

You may also direct inquiries and suggestions to Alumni 7pm Buffet Dinner -

Steering Committee Co-chair Mary-Katherine Amos Ashby Parlor/Courtyard

mkamos2@yahoo.com or 336-908-5229.

After Party with DJ, dancing & dessert bar
Facebook users, search for the “Ashby Residential College Sundav. Mav 16

Reunion” group. AM Continental breakfast for those waking

. . . up in Mary Foust (Ashby Parlor)
ARC Reunions typically happen only once every five years.

Don't let this one slip by! We want to see your familiar face 10:30am Check out for overnight guests
— smile lines, too! «



Director’s Letter

&Op#ahhs Murray’s Book Club

Fran Arndt, Director of Warren Ashby Residential College

Dear RCers and ARCers,

Time brings changes in names and in directors. This
will be my last letter as such, and it is difficult to know
what to say. Keats closed his truly last letter with “I
always make an awkward bow,” but then he was John
Keats, dying at 25 with some magnificent poetry to keep
him alive forever. | seldom bow and have not curtsied
since | was in piano recitals as a child. But it is hard to
say good-bye with any grace.

You and this program have been a large part of my
and Murray’s lives, more perhaps than you can imagine.
The names of students and even faculty who were and
are friends often elude us, but the actual people are
always firmly imbedded in memory. Still, | am glad we are
all wearing nametags at the reunion. It has been a good
ride, and you have taught me more than | have you,
although | do hope that some of my favorite books and
films stay with you and are passed on to your children. |
have heard more than once that Grail Literature has
messed up someone'’s ability to just see a movie or read a
book without always finding patterns. Sorry. But
sometimes some patterns are helpful. Some of them even
give us the faith and courage to endure.

I am now often reading with Virginia the books that
were once mine and then Emily’s. It is good to believe
that some experiences with literature are able to link
generations. Some of you earliest RCers may already
know this, and | really must leave before grandchildren
begin to apply. | do look forward to hearing from you,
seeing you sometimes at Valle Crucis or reunions.

In the last years | am starting to believe that nothing
ever really ends, it just changes form. Ashby Residential
College will change forms; it must to survive. But the
same truth and spirit that Warren, Dick, Murray, and |
have found so important will remain.

My love (when | bow or curtsy | fall down),

P

By Murray Arndt, Former Director of ARC

| spent much of the fall and winter, encouraged by my
son-in-law Michael and Christmas gifts, working through
some pretty dense and complex biographies. Unfortunately, |
only worked at and not through the first one that came to
hand, Paul Martin’s Gabriel Garcia Marquez. The book
proved to be enormously resistant and (to the point at which |
quit) very disappointing. The writing seemed labored to me
and hardly what | would expect with the master of magic
realism at its center. But | think | would have stuck with it if
anything interesting was happening. A hundred and fifty
pages and more of drunkenness and whoring got very boring,
and though | knew some exciting political and literary events
lay in the future, | just didn’t like what | was reading enough
to persevere.

My second adventure in biography was occasioned by a
gift from Fran: Gerard Manley Hopkins by Paul Mariani.
Hopkins and Emily Dickinson have always been my favorite
poets, and | knew enough about him to be sure | wouldn't be
following the same path the Marquez book had led me down.
Still, this one proved to be nearly as hard to work through as
the other, partly because Hopkins’ internal life was so painful
and fragile. | did stick with it, though, and am glad | did. First
of all, Mariani’s encounters with the poems are very sensitive
and illuminating — so much | didn’t know or understand and
so enriching. But | found that bearing with Hopkins's
struggles with his faith and with his works was not only an
enriching witness but a process of self-realization. | was a
better person for knowing him so well.

In fact, though, the third time was the real charm and,
more than that, a lovely surprise. This time it was Eden’s
Outcasts by John Matteson, a study of Louisa May Alcott and
her father, Bronson, and | was prepared to be bored out of
my gourd. After all, | knew the Alcotts, and they were no
John Kennedy. To my absolute delight, the book proved to
be a delight. (Did you know that Louisa was in love with
Henry David Thoreau? Honest!) Bronson was for much of
his life a real egotistic jerk, but somehow Louisa turned out
wonderfully different and eventually even brought the old guy
around to resemble a human being. Without doubt, though,
the heroine of the whole thing was Louisa’s incredibly
courageous, tough, wise mother. | fell in love.

Just to assure you that the time has not been all heavy, |
did get through another of Patrick O’Brian’s long-lived series:
The Wine Dark Sea. | enjoyed it thoroughly and would be
happy to argue that it is the best of the dozen or so | have
read. | really like the centrality of Dr. Maturin to it, and the
fact that it shed the repetitive ship battles that have become a
little tedious in favor of a fascinating journey through the
Andes with the good doctor made it a fascinating read.

Happy paragraphs to you!e
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