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HSS 228-01 

 
Critical Conversations in 

Conflict and Peace: 
Intersecting Local and Global 

Issues 
(GL,GSB,HSS) 

Cathryne Schmitz 
TR 2-3:15 PM 
Guilford 115 

 

This class in peace studies addresses the sources of war, social oppression 
and violence, and the challenges of promoting peace and justice. It 
examines strategies for introducing more equitable and nonviolent 
methods to conflict resolution methodologies, and identifying actions to 
transform unjust, violent or oppressive situations. It also examines 
procedures, such as mediation, used to promote redress of grievances. The 
class designed to present an overview of nonviolent strategies for conflict 
resolution from a generalist perspective. We will discuss many 
controversial issues. 
 
Students will be exposed to the basic processes of peace development. 
Sources of interpersonal, community, and international conflicts; 
individual and group beliefs and attitudes; and techniques for managing 
conflict are explored. 
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 The ARC CORE is a multidisciplinary, community-building curriculum that relates 
course content to real world issues. 

 
 

ARC CORE 
COURSE 

 

NATURE OF PEACE IN A 
GLOBAL CONTEXT 

     MWF 11-11:50 AM 
 
 

In the Fall Semester 2011, the Core series will examine, through 
multidisciplinary seminars on various issues, a deeper understanding 
of the 21st Century global experience as it pertains to our community’s 
focus on peace, culture, politics, and society as part of a wider world. 
 
See each individual section for readings and assignments. 
 
Requirements:  Participation and attendance at lectures and seminars, a 
mid-term and final exam, common readings, and seminar assignments.  
This is a writing intensive course which requires in-class assignments, 
discussion of the craft of writing and revision of papers.  Every seminar 
will require 10-12 written pages.   
 
  

 

 
 
 
 

**All RCO courses may be contracted for Honors credit, pending 
approval from the Director of Lloyd International Honors College** 
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Ashby Residential College Core Course 

 
RCO  222-01 
 

The Impact of Natural and Man-Made 
Disasters 

GHP/GL/WI 
 

Mark Moser 
Mary Foust 128  

Beginning with the devastating Johnstown (PA) flood of 1889 in which more 
than 2200 people lost their lives, we will examine the impact that both 
natural and man-made disasters had on shaping human experience to the 
present.  Some of the other disasters we will examine include the Galveston 
Hurricane of 1900, San Francisco earthquake of 1906, Influenza Pandemic of 
1918-19 and the recent events in Haiti, Japan, and Indonesia.  We will read 
several secondary sources about selected events plus consult primary source 
documents such as newspaper and magazine articles and personal diaries 
that will give us insight as to the short-term and long-term impact these 
events had on the human psyche.  Students will be encouraged to look for 
positive changes that occurred in local building codes, health codes, safety 
codes, etc. as a result of many of these calamities.  We will also examine 
cooperation within the international community in assisting disaster victims. 
 
In addition to the required readings we will also view a handful of 
documentaries associated with the topics we will be covering.     
 
Texts:  The Johnstown Flood by David MacCullough, A Crack in the Edge of the 
World by Simon Winchester, The Worst Hard Time by Timothy Egan 
The Great Deluge by Douglas Brinkley 
 
Requirements:  Midterm and final, class participation 
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REL 323-01 
 

Religious Movements and 
Communities-Christian 

Monastic Tradition 
(WGS, WI) 

Derek Krueger    
TR 2-3:15 PM 

Foust 111 
 

This course explores the history and literature of Christian monasticism 
from its origins in the fourth century Mediterranean basin through the 
Middle Ages.  Topics will include the renunciation of family and wealth 
to pursue monastic life; asceticism and self-discipline concerning food 
and sexuality; patterns of ethical discernment and moral reflection and 
the knowledge of the self that such practices generated; and the 
formation and maintenance of communities in monasteries.  Case 
studies will be drawn from the initial formation of monasticism in the 
Egyptian desert in the fourth century; the spread of monasticism in 
Syria and Palestine in late antiquity; the rise of monastic communities 
in the West in the early Middle Ages; the monastic reforms in 10th and 
11th century Byzantium and among the Cistericians in 12th century 
Europe.  We will study saints' lives, monastic rules, ethical treatises, 
arts and architecture. 
 
Texts: Early Christian Lives 
Lives Roman Christian Women 
Sayings of the Desert Fathers 
The Rule of St. Benedict 
The Cisterician World 
 
Requirements: This is a seminar, so requirements will include 5-6 
hours/week of reading and other preparation for class; short writing 
assignments; two formal papers; and class participation 
 

 

Maximum Number of ARC Students: 5 
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RCO 206-01 
 

Animals and Ourselves 
(WI, GFA) 

      

Larry Lavender 
TR 2-3:15 PM 

Guilford  Parlor  
We will explore the nature of the so-called "human-animal" divide, and read 
and write and talk about diverse notions of humanity, animality, and human-
animal relations.  Special emphasis will be on the use and the representation 
of animals in artistic works.  We will apply basic voice and movement 
performance techniques to deepen our understanding of connections between 
animal and human experiences of the world. 

   
 
 

RCO 306-01 
 

Music & Nature 
(GL, GFA) 

      

 Patricia Gray 
TR 2-3:15 PM 
Guilford 116 

Students will analyze musical works and traditions relating human sound 
and the natural environment from artistic, humanistic, and scientific 
perspectives.  We will explore sounds that reflect nature, and in so doing 
describe the aims and methods of aesthetic and intellectual expression in the 
creative arts. 
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Ashby Residential College Core Course 

 
RCO 223-01 The Good Life: Living Well and 

Doing Well in a Global Context 
GPR/GL/WI 

Ed Arrington 
Mary Foust 

Arndt Parlor 
 
 

At least since Aristotle a key theme in philosophy, literature, religion, 
economics, and political theory has been how we are to live well as moral 
beings and do well as economic beings.  The term “quality of life” speaks to 
these two ends in our times, just as eudaimonia speaks to them through Greek 
philosophy.  How are we to live such that economic prosperity, or at least 
economic adequacy, coheres with questions of the good, the right, and the 
just?  
Students will be able to articulate the relation between the area in which 
they want to earn a living and the moral quality of life for both themselves 
and others as that quality is influenced by the nature of a career that they 
have already chosen or may choose for themselves.  Readings will include 
classical, liberal, and commununitarian writings from the Western tradition 
as well as video lectures. 
 
Texts:    Bellah, Madsen, Sullivan, Swidler, Tipton, The Good Society 
               Bauman, Globalization: The Human Consequences 
 Miller, Death of a Salesman 
 Selected videos, articles and internet materials  
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Ashby Residential College Core Course 
RCO 224-01 The Literature of Peace 

GLT/GL/WI 
 

Hephzibah Roskelly 
Guilford 115 

This course investigates theories and practices of peace studies in a variety of 
literary genres and a variety of cultures.  Readings include autobiography, 
philosophy, treaties, public speeches, poetry, film and visuals from North 
and South America, Asia and Africa. This section introduces concepts and 
histories of peace activism and peace as a theme in literary art. 
**Students keep a weekly journal of responses to readings and to current 
events, write and revise three essays, and present oral collaborative projects. 
 
Texts:  Maathai, Replenishing the Earth; Nhat Hanh, Peace in Every Step;          
Rushdie, Haroun and the Sea of Stories; Addams, the Long Road of Woman’s 
Memory; Aristopharies, Lysistrata; McGann, Let the Great World Spin 
Selected poetry, essays, speeches, treaties  
 

 
RCO 22 5-01 
 

An Introduction to Transnational 
Feminism(s) and Peace (GSB/GL) 

      

David Rogers 
MW 2-3:15 PM 

Guilford 116 
This course will introduce students to key concepts such as race, gender, 
sexuality, sexual difference, nationalism, citizenship, and class.  Although 
many introductory courses in Women’s and Gender Studies tend to focus on 
the United States, this course will look at women and men from diverse 
locations around the world, thereby pushing students to think about gender in 
a transnational rather than a U.S. context.  Finally, this course will draw 
connections between feminism(s) and its relation to peace studies and other 
social movements.  By fleshing out these connections, this course will ask 
students to think about the ethics of representation, advocacy, and 
intervention.  The course readings are interdisciplinary, and texts will include 
fiction, non-fiction, theory, television, art, and film.                                                  
Equivalent: WGS 250 
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Upper Class ARC:PAX Scholars 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following courses are available to all 
UNCG Juniors and Seniors, with priority 

given to students enrolled in the  
UARC: PAX Scholars program  

 
 
  
 

17 



           2011 Ashby Residential College Course Offerings                       Fall 2011 Ashby Residential College Course Offerings 
 

Ashby Residential College Core Course 

 
PSC 250-01 
Elective 
1 Credit Hour 

 Model UN 
      

Robert Griffiths 
 W 3:30-4:20 PM 

Graham 203 
One of our most exciting student organizations, the Model United Nations 
club, is a one-credit course offered each fall semester. Up to 25 students may 
enroll. The club participates in the Southern Regional Model U.N. session in 
Atlanta in November. The student delegates represent different countries 
each year in simulations of General Assembly committees, the Security 
Council, the Economic and Social Council, and the World Bank. If you are 
interested in being involved in model U.N. activities, or if you would like 
more information about this opportunity, please see Professor Bob Griffiths. 
Maximum Number of ARC Students: 5 

   
 

RCO 301-01 
RCO 302-01 
RCO 302-02 (WI) 
 

Additional Classes Available at Ashby  
Residential College 

 
There are other ARC classes available for 

those students interested.  These are 
Ashby Residential College Independent 

Study and Ashby Residential College 
Advanced Study. 

 
Please inquire in the ARC office if you 

have interest in these courses. 
 

TBA 
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RCO 255-01 Earth Science:  What Makes Our 

Planet Tick? 
GPS/WI 

 

Jay Lennartson 
 Guilford 116 

In this course, you will learn about the physical environment of our home 
“Earth.”  You will study the fundamental concepts of the four sciences that 
comprise Earth Science: geology, meteorology, oceanography, and astronomy.   
You will learn that Earth in form and structure is a dynamic entity.  With a 
basic knowledge of the Earth and the processes that have shaped it, you will 
have a greater appreciation for our home Planet Earth. 
 
After completion of RCO 255, students will be able to  describe how Earth’s 
major subsystems are interconnected, describe the nature and makeup of 
Earth’s major inorganic subsystems, explain and describe the key processes 
that occur within Earth’s lithosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere, collect 
and analyze atmospheric, hydrologic and atmospheric data, and explain the 
nature and significance of important local and global environmental problems. 

Text:  "Earth Science" (13th Edition; ISBN-13: 978-0-321-68850-7) (with GEODE 
CDROM), by Tarbuck and Lutgens – you must use the 13th edition of the text!  
Make certain that the text comes with the accompanying GEODE 
CDROM/DVD! 

Requirements:  Attendance in class is critical and you are expected to attend 
all classes!  Assignments include papers, exercises, quizzes and exams, field 
activities, discussions, online activities, and presentations. 

Equivalent:  GEO 103 
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RCO 112-01 Contemporary Topics in Math 
(GMT) 

Carri Richter 
TR 3:30-4:45 PM 
Mary Foust 128 

 
This is a non-science math requirement suitable for most liberal arts majors.  
Practical mathematical topics including set theory, properties and operations 
of number systems, algebra, geometry and consumer mathematics. 
Additional topics may be selected from logic, systems of numeration, and 
mathematical systems. 
Text: A Survey of Mathematics with Applications, 8th Ed., by Angel, Abbott and 
Runde 
Technical Needs: A calculator is required for this course 
Maximum Number of ARC Students: 24 
Equivalent:  MAT 112 

 
 

RCO 239-01  The History and Art of the Book 
(GFA, GN) 

Susanne Martin 
M 6-8:50 PM 

Mary Foust 012 
In this class, students will have an overview of the history of the book and its 
artistic and practical value in human society as well as have hands-on 
experience in creating their own books.  We will explore how the different 
aspects of the book have developed throughout the world.  We will see many 
examples of books throughout history and will discuss the integrity of the 
book and how its form and function have changed over time.  Students will 
have a great deal of experience in making their own books and handling 
other peoples work through samples. 
 
**There will be a $70.00 art supply fee to be paid the first week of classes. 
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ATY 253-01 
4  Credit Hours 

Introduction to Physical 
Anthropology 

(LEL, GNS, GLS) 

Joel Gunn 
MW 3:30-4:45 PM 

Graham 212 
 

 
 
This course is lecture based covering human biology from an evolutionary 
perspective.  Topics include evolutionary theory, human variation, non-
human primates, the fossil record, human osteology, molecular and 
population genetics. 
 
**A lab is required with this course. 

 
 

CST 440-01 
Elective 
4 Credit Hours 

Reclaiming Democracy: Dialogue, 
Decision Making, and 

Community Action 

Spoma Jovanovic 
W 5:30-9:00 PM 

Arndt Parlor & Elon 
School of Law 

This highly innovative course brings together diverse students and faculty 
from six area educational institutions AND community members.  Framed 
within Greensboro’s rich history of struggle for civil rights and social justice, 
students and faculty will study questions of democracy and education.    
Participating schools include:  Bennett College, Elon University, Greensboro 
College, Guilford College, NCA&T State University, and UNCG. 
 
To understand what we mean by “democracy,” we will explore the different 
traditions that drive public policy, governance, and citizen engagement.   
 
Maximum Number of ARC Students: 5 
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REL 231-01  Religion in America 
(GHP, GMO) 

Ben Ramsey 
MWF 9-9:50AM 

Bryan 160 
This course explores and examines diverse religious traditions and thinkers 
that have played a significant role in the history of the United States from 
Native American beginnings to the present. 
 
Maximum number of ARC Students: 10 

 
 
 
 

PSC 240-02  The International System 
(GSB, GL) 

Lynda Kellam 
TR 12:30-1:45 PM 

Graham 204 
From the crisis in Libya to the environmental impact of the earthquake in 
Japan, local events have global implications. To better understand events in 
world affairs, this course will introduce students to the main perspectives and 
concepts of international relations. The first half of the course will explore the 
major theories and concepts, such as the role of power and state actors in the 
international system. In the next half we will we will examine several issue 
areas in international politics, including conflict, the environment, human 
rights, and political economy. 
 
Text: TBD- Will include one theory reader and one general interest work; 
selected articles will be available on Blackboard 
Requirements: Exams, attendance/discussion, in-class assignments, and short 
papers. 
Maximum number of ARC students: 5 
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RCO 273-01 Introduction to Psychology 

(GSB) 
Madelynn D. Shell 

MW 2:00-3:15 PM 
Mary Foust 128 

 
 

Psychology can be described as the study of human behavior and mental 
processes.  The many aspects of psychology are not only fascinating to 
examine, but also help us to understand the people and situations we 
encounter in daily life.  This course is a broad survey of psychology. 
Examples of topics covered are: biological aspect of psychology; sensation 
and perception; leaning; memory; cognition and language; consciousness; 
motivation and emotion; human development; personality; social cognition; 
social influences; psychological disorders; treatment of psychological 
disorders. 
Although the course will be partially lecture, we will also use in-class 
demonstrations, exercises, and videos to examine our various topics.  
Students are encouraged to interact by asking questions, participating in 
exercises and projects, and discussing topics of interest.  Ultimately, through 
readings, lectures, class participation, and independent projects, students 
will develop a deeper understanding of human behavior and gain 
appreciation for the many complexities encountered by studying 
psychology. 

 
Text:   Nedvid, J. S. (2011). Essential of Psychology: Concepts and 
Applications (3rd Ed), Wadsworth Publishing. 
Requirements: Discussion/class assignments, group study project, tests, 
final project. 
Maximum Number of ARC Students: 20 
Equivalent: PSY 121 

 
 
 
 

7 



           2011 Ashby Residential College Course Offerings                       Fall 2011 Ashby Residential College Course Offerings 
 

 
RCO 204-01 
 

Grail Literature 
(GLT) 

 

 Murray Arndt 
Frances Arndt 

MW 3:30-4:45 PM 
Mary Foust 004 

 
In this course, we will examine the sources of the Grail myth and its symbols 
in ancient literatures and cultures, describe the way that material was shaped 
in the Middle Ages into the Arthurian stories, and then analyze the ways 
authors and artists since then have re-shaped the material to interpret and 
speak to their times and cultures.  We will be using drama, poetry, fiction, 
and film in this work of analysis. 
Texts: The Gospel of Luke (King James Ver.); The Crystal Cave, Mary Stewart; 
The Once and Future King, T.H. White; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, The 
Pearl Poet; The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemmingway; The Power and the 
Glory, Graham Greene 
 
 
 

 
 

RCO 101-01 English Composition 
(GRD) 

Will Dodson 
TR 9:30-10:45 

Mary Foust 128 
English 101 is a course that introduces you to reading, interpreting, and 
writing at the college level. This course will give you experience in all stages 
of the recursive writing process: invention, writing, critiquing, revising, 
editing, and proofreading. We will take on a variety of writing projects so 
that you will be develop your composition skills in a way that will be most 
rewarding to you throughout college and life.  
 
Equivalent: ENG 101 
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HIS 347-01 History of North Carolina 
(SI) 

Christine Flood 
MWF 1-1:50 PM 
Mary Foust 128 

 
 

How much do you really know about the state you now call home?  In 
History 347, I hope to introduce students to the historical development of 
North Carolina, both chronologically and topically, from its beginnings in 
the sixteenth century up to the present time.  To do so we will focus on 
diverse subjects such as politics, race, gender, economics and culture, all the 
while attempting to understand how historical events touched everyday 
citizens.  We will view history not as a random list of dates and events, but 
instead as a narrative of inter-related events. 
 
As this section is speaking intensive, we will also investigate and emulate 
key orator and orations in North Carolina history and each of you will add 
your part.  We will work together on your ability to speak and present 
effectively.  (If you are pursuing a degree with a teacher licensure in Social Studies, 
this course is part of your licensure package.  Check course bulletin.)  
 
Text:   The North Carolina Experience, a documents text, and North Carolina: 
Change and Tradition in a Southern State. 
Requirements: Three group presentations, individual research presentation, 
and midterm and final exam. 
Maximum Number of ARC Students: 5 
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HSS 105-01 Creativity in the Arts 
(SI, GFA,HSS) 

Larry Lavender 
TR 11-12:15 PM 

Mary Foust  
Arndt Parlor 

 
We all want and need to be creative-especially in the arts, but also in other 
domains of work, and in our everyday lives.  Despite its importance, 
however, creativity is elusive.  There are many different conceptions and 
definitions of creativity, and there are quite ordinary and highly specialized 
times when it is needed.  There are many ways to awaken, unleash and focus 
creative thought and action, and in our class we will seek to do just that with 
a special emphasis on artistic creativity.  Through readings, discussions, and 
hands-on experiments with an array of creative tools we will strengthen our 
abilities to see things in new ways, to overcome perceived obstacles, and to 
generate and harvest new and useful ideas.  Sometimes we will work 
independently and sometimes we will work in groups.  Above all, we will 
have fun as we explore this mysterious force: creativity. 
 
You must be accepted into the LIHC to register for this course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 
CST 105-16 Introduction to Communication 

Studies 
(GRD, SI) 

 
 

Crystal Oldham 
TR 12:30-1:45 

Mary Foust 
Arndt Parlor 

 
The mission of the Department of Communication Studies is “to teach 
students the study of the strategic and ethical uses of communication to build 
relationships and communities.”  This course is designed to help you become 
a competent communicator in a variety of contexts.  You will be introduced to 
the principles and basic skills of interpersonal communication, small group 
and team communication, and public communication.  Your work will be 
constructively evaluated to enhance growth.  Upon completion of the course, 
you should be able to: identify the principles of human communication; 
articulate specific goals for oral messages; organize oral messages in a clear, 
coherent manner; provide appropriate supporting  material based on the 
audience and occasion; provide good reasons and evidence for persuasive 
messages; interpret and evaluate persuasive arguments; identify criteria for 
effective oral communication; evaluate and improve your oral 
communication skills; understand your ethical responsibilities to others in 
communication transactions. 

 
Text:  Schwartzman, R. (2010). Fundamentals of oral communication, (2nd 
ed.). Dubuque, IA: Kendall Hunt. ISBN: 978-0-7575-7723-9 
Requirements:   Tests, homework assignments (including reading), note 
cards for speeches, attendance and class participation. 
Maximum Number of ARC Students:  10 
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FMS 140-01 
(Freshman 
Seminar) 

Wabi Sabi Ethics for 
Sustainability 

(GPR, WI) 

Spoma Jovanovic 
TR 2:00-3:15 PM 
Mary Foust 128 

 
Wabi Sabi Ethics for Sustainability is a course designed to reveal the 
perfection that lies in the everyday aspects of our lives that we often take for 
granted. Wabi Sabi is the act of finding beauty in the imperfect, of accepting 
the natural cycle of growth and decay. Wabi Sabi is simple, slow, uncluttered, 
authentic, and modest.  By paying attention to the seemingly small things 
and simple pleasures, we can explore the connection of our daily decisions 
and practices to global concerns. In this course, we consider how the choices 
we make are ones we can sustain and ones that can sustain us. 
Texts:  Less is More, Cecile Andrews & Wanda Urbanska (2009), New Society 
Publishers, ISBN 978-0-86571-650-6.  
Bus Journal , Alan Brilliant (2007), Unicorn Press. Available for $15 (cash or 
checks only) from Community Book Shop, 1206 Grove Street, 
Greensboro, NC 27403. 
A 21st Century Ethical Toolkit, 2nd ed. by Anthony Weston (2008), Oxford 
University Press, ISBN 978-0-19-530967-6.  
Wabi Sabi Simple, Richard R. Powell (2004), Adams Media, ISBN 1-59337- 
178-0.  
Requirements:  Learning activities, community outings, class participation, 
homework activities, in-class exercises, project, class papers.  
Maximum Number of ARC Students: 10 

 

 FMS 160-03 
(Freshman 
Seminar) 

American Civil Rights Movement 
(GHP, WI) 

 

Christine Flood 
MWF 10-10:50 AM 

Mary Foust 128 
 

Pick up any high school history book, and the story of 20th Century America 
is always the same: a war, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, 
another war, then another war, this one of a different kind, affluence, and 
then , all of a sudden, by the way, POOF! The Civil rights Movement comes 
out of nowhere.  The real story is much more deeply embedded in American 
History, with its roots at the very beginning.  As with all history, the Civil 
Rights Movement did not up and occur one day, so we will look at each event 
in its larger historical context, finding the roots of each. 
Texts:  The majority of our readings will be primary sources, a monograph on 
particularly important events and essays by historians.  Hopefully, these 
types of sources will help us understand how Civil Rights affected normal, 
everyday citizens. 
Requirements: Students will complete 2 short papers throughout the term 
and one longer, research based paper.  A Writing Intensive course is a 
collaborative process-we will work as a class, and with one on one meetings 
with the instructor, to improve your writing skills. 
Maximum Number of ARC Students:   10 
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