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Community Interview 

This assignment is designed for you to go out into the community and to discuss with a 
practicing clinician his/her viewpoint on using research in practice, and his/her current 
practice using research. In this activity, you may get a wide variety of responses and 
feelings in relation to research. Some of the interview questions will be given to you, 
while others will be discussed and added in class, as well as you can add additional 
questions on your own based on your own interests or the way the interview is 
progressing. In order to complete this assignment you are to contact a counselor in the 
community practicing within a setting that is consistent with YOUR TRACK (e.g., 
school counseling track interviews school counselors; community counseling track 
interviews counselors in a community agency or private practice; marriage and family 
interviews a counselor practicing and working with families; student development 
interviews a counselor who is at a university setting, etc). Ask this counselor if you could 
interview them, for approximately 15-20 minutes, regarding how they use or do not use 
research in their daily practice. You can choose to tape record your interview or take 
notes; this is a personal choice of yours and the person you are interviewing. 
 
For this assignment please turn in: 
( 2-3 page paper which: 
     ( briefly summarizes the interview, giving the general responses to your  
         questions 
     ( your reaction to the response of the practitioner 
     ( your thoughts on the use of research in practice 
 

Research Application Paper 
This assignment is designed so that you bring research and practice together and learn 
how to apply existing empirical research to practice. It is designed so that, as a 
practitioner, you can use research in understanding a client that you are hypothetically 
counseling in order to:  
     ( better understand the presenting concerns; 
     ( acknowledge and apply theories, methods, and techniques that  
         research has shown to be effective with the presenting concern;  
     ( develop a tentative plan of action for the client (e.g., next steps,  
         goals of counseling) 
 
For this assignment, you will be given a client vignette of someone you have seen in your 
agency, school, or private practice. This client could consist of an individual, group, 
family or couple with a presenting concern. You are to read through the vignette, 
determine what you believe the presenting concern to be and then research the presenting 
concern and find the research that discusses or has examines the presenting concern you 
are selecting from the vignette. Make sure some of the empirical articles you are using 
talk about what interventions or methods have proven to be EFFECTIVE in using in the 
type of case your vignette presents. 
 
In researching the article you are to find 10 references (a minimum of 5 MUST BE 
empirical articles). The paper must be a maximum of 10 pages and MUST BE done in 
APA style (check the APA manual for this – APA style will be include din the grading of 
this assignment).  
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For this assignment please turn in: 
( a maximum of 8-pages that include: 

(1) what you are believing to be the presenting concern of the client (and a BRIEF 
explanation of why you chose this concern) 

(2) your next steps – including things such as the theoretical orientation you will be 
using, interventions and techniques, specific programs, etc that you will be using 
with your client to work on the presenting concern. In this section you MUST cite 
research and talk about WHY you are choosing the methods/interventions/etc that 
you have decided to use! Back up your decision/argument with research! 

 
Group Research Design Project 

This assignment is designed so that you can learn how to apply the methods, designs and 
other basics of research into designing your own practice-based research study.  
 
For this assignment, you will be divided into groups of approximately 5 individuals to 
design a research study. As a group, you can either design your own study from scratch, 
or you can be provided with a vignette of counselors that need to conduct a study and 
design the study from the vignette. 
 
For this assignment please turn in: 
( maximum of 5 page paper which contain the following  
     sections: 
     ( the research problem 
     ( research question 
     ( research hypotheses (if this is appropriate) 
     ( sampling method�
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Readings: 
( Opie, C. (2004). Research approaches. In Doing educational research: A 
guide to first time researchers. (pages 91-92) 
 

10/4 Quantitative Research Designs – Correlational  and Causal-Comparative; 
Case Study 
 
Readings: 
( Opie, C. (2004). Research approaches. IN Doing educational research: A 
guide to first time researchers. (pages 74-79). 
( Yin, R.K. (2003). Introduction. In Case study research: design and 
methods 3rd edition. 
 
Assignment Due: 
( Community Interview 
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