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The materials below are the Òboiler plateÓ of the academic syllabus.  It provides you with 
the rules of the course and it is important to read and understand its contents. 

 
Here is what  I rally  want  from you.   

 
Help this class become a community of learners through your parti cipation, your 

working the materials, reading the assignments and struggling with the issues we will 
face. 

 
Communicate with me about your needs, questions and concerns.   

 
Share your feelings about issues and be willing to hear the feelings of others. 

 
Work hard to apply ideas and knowledge to the materials we look at in this class. 

 
Out of the sadness of some of our class materials, try and find joy and opportunity as you 

move into professional work with children and families. 

 
 
NOTE;  As you review this syllabus it is possible you will find errors in dates or 
conflicting information about assignments.  While I have made every effort to check for 
these errors, I have found that they happen in each class.  Please feel free to bring them to 
my attention. 

 
 
 

Instructor, Daniel Beerman, ACSW 
177 Stone 

Office Hours Tuesday, 4-6 others by appointment. 
336-256-0528 

drbeerma@uncg.edu 
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I . Course Descrip tio n and Objectiv es  
 

This course is designed for upper level undergraduates and graduate students 
interested in developing a knowledge base for successful social work with 
children and families.  The course will focus on the etiology of abuse and neglect 
and look critically at the current child social services system to better understand 
how this system both serves and fails to serve our children and their families.  
 
This course designed to provide practice knowledge and skills for students 
preparing for positions in public child welfare and other child serving 
organizations. This course will explore contemporary and historic issues of 
children, childhood and families. The competencies taught in the course will also 
give students that serve children a better understanding of the child welfare 
system and its services in North Carolina. The course is designed to acquaint the 
student with the tools and techniques necessary to enhance their ability to think 
critically in a variety of situations and experiences that involve contact with 
children and families. 
 
The course is designed to cover many of the competencies required by the NC 
Division of Social Services in their pre-service training for child welfare social 
workers 
 
Course Objectives - Undergraduates 
Upon completion of the course the student should be able to: 
 

1. Understand the primary causes of abuse and neglect of children in 
American culture. 

2. Understand how to use developmental and ecological models in 
evaluation of risk for children. 

3. Understand the range of programs and services that are available to 
respond to children and families at risk. 

4. Understand the philosophy and history of child welfare services in the 
United States and North Carolina 

5. Understand the issues of how childhood is “constructed” in the 
current policy environment. 

6. Understand the impact of early deprivation, loss and trauma on 
children. 

7. Understand the impact of recent reforms in child welfare services on 
efforts to preserve families and promote adoption. (Adoption and Safe 
Families Act of 1997) 

8. Understand how communities organize their services to children and 
families. 

9. Know the signs of child abuse and issues in reporting it to the local 
DSS. 
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10. Understand the key skills in working with children and families, 
including major assessment and intervention approaches. 

11. Create a genogram. 
12. Understand the characteristics of a resilient family and individual. 
13. Understand the broad principles of protecting children and NC’s plan 

for this including the NC adopted standard and competencies for 
practice in Child Welfare. 

 
Course Objectives Ð Graduate Students 
 

Upon completion of the course the students should be able to, 
 
 
1. Complete and assist others in completing a genogram. 
2. Understand the impact of recent reforms in child welfare services on 

efforts to preserve families and promote adoption. (Adoption and Safe 
Families Act of 1997) 

3. Understand the impact of welfare reform efforts on child well being in the 
US and in North Carolina. (Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation act of 1996) 

4. Explain how communities organize themselves to provide services to 
children and families. 

5. Understand the characteristics of a resilient family and individual.  
6. Identify traits of resilience in their current field cases. 
7. Understand the primary causes of youth violence in American culture. 
8. Understand the impact of economic factors on creating risk for children. 
9. Understand how services to abused and neglected children are delivered 

in North Carolina. 
10. Explore the various “constructions” of children and youth that are 

common in today’s policy environment. 
11. Understand the characteristics of a resilient family and individual. 

 
 
I I . Mater ials  
 

A. Text : Understandin g Child  Maltr eatment, An Ecological and 
Developmental Perspectiv e.  Maria Scannapieco, Kelli Connell-Carick. Oxford, 
2005. 
 
 
 

C. Blackboard Resources 
The course BB site has many resources that focus on child welfare issues. It also 
has most of the required (non-text) readings.  Please feel free to browse through 
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the site and use the materials for class projects or to expand you knowledge of 
child welfare issues. 
 

I t is the responsibility  of  each student to have access to a computer, to make 
certain  that they can access the course Black  Board site and to obtain  requir ed 

in formation from the BB site.  
 

A ll g rades will b e posted and main tain ed on the BB site. 
 

D. Assigned Readings  
All r eadings are avail able on Black Board Sit e, most  in PDF format. 

 
Taussig, Heather, PhD, Clyman, Robert, MD, and Landsverk, John PhD. 

ÒChildren Who Return Home from Foster Care: A Six Year Prospective Study of 
Behavioral Health Outcomes in AdolescenceÓ  Pediatr ics, Vol. 108, No.1, July 2001. (I) 
www.pediatrics.org/cgi/content/full/108/1/e10 
 

Walsh, Froma. Strengthenin g Family  Resilien ce. Guilford Press,  1998.  
PP. 3-44. (PDF)) 
 
PDF= Text available on course BB site in whole text or Acrobat format 

 
E. Extra Credit  
Frankel, Viktor, Man’s Search for Meaning 
 
 
I I I . General I nformation 

A.  Attendance and Participation  ---   
You are expected to attend ALL class sessions and contribute to 

discussion and exploration of ideas.   There are no dumb questions.  If 
you do not understand someth ing ask.  You are expected to read all 
assignments and be prepared to use the material in the assignments in 
class. Lack of attendance will have a direct impact on your grade in this 
course as you will miss items in class that may be on an exam.  The 
Graduate Assistant will take attendance at each class.  Missing two or 
more classes will result in a 5-point deduction from the final grade. Missing 
more than 4 classes will result in a 10-point reduction. 

 
B.  Teaching and Learning Approaches 

Lecture and Discussion 
Guest Speakers 
Graduate Student Presentations 
Project 
Film & Video 
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Personal Stories 
Community Discussion 
On-line Discussion 

 
C.  Assessment and Evaluation 

 
 Genogram    20 
 Paper     25 
 Presentation    25 
 Poster     20 
 Exam     25 
 
Total Possible Points    100 
 
 
IV .  Assignments 
 
 
Assignment On e  
Each student will prepare a genogram of his or her own family.  It should be 
prepared in the style described in class and in the work of McGoldrick.  It should 
include a time-line of important events and a listing of family strengths and 
patterns of difficulty. Assignment details are in the Genogram section of the BB 
site, under Course Documents.  I t is due 9/5 in class. 
 
In the class session of 9/5 we will break into smaller groups to discuss the 
genogram project.  You will be invited to share what you learned through the process.  
There may be issues in your family or life history that you choose not to talk about in this 
group and that is perfectly acceptable.  If others choose to share issues that involve 
trauma, loss, death, substance abuse or other similar issues, please be respectful of the 
information shared with you by not talking about i t outside of this small group 
experience.  This will show professionalism and maturity on your part. 
 
Assignment Two :  Issues in  Services to Child ren 
You will participate in a drawing  in class session #2 that will assign you an 
issue.  Research the topic . The articles may come from newspapers, magazines, 
and journals. Materials from the Internet must represent credible organizations.  
Information from organizations that have a vested interest in an issue should be 
noted as an advocacy perspective.  I will carefully  review I nternet resources 
and the presence of  those that are of  questio nable credib ility  will r esult i n a 
reductio n of  grade. 
 
Topic Choices 

¥ Andrea Yeats drown ed her fiv e young child ren.  She was found 
not guilty  be reason of  in sanity  in  her recent tr ial.  
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¥ A ll C hild ren wh o commit serious crimes should  be tried  and 
punished as adult s. 

¥ Child ren liv in g in  poverty are the responsib ility  of  parents.  The 
state should  have no role in  help in g them move out of  poverty 
other than of ferin g them a free public  education. 

¥ Child ren born to drug addicted mothers should  be removed from 
their  parents at the time of  their  bir th. 

¥ I f  a parent engages in  the use of  illeg al substances in  the home, 
their  min or child ren should be removed from them. 

 
 

This assignment asks you to become an expert on a position (even one you may 
not agree with), gather data on the issue and write a research paper that 
advocates your position.  Support your position with references from your 
articles and other sources that support your perspective.  The paper should be 
five to eight pages, double-spaced using the Arial or Times fonts at size 12.  APA 
style format is to be used on all papers.  Use 1” margins on the top, side and 
bottom or pages.  Number all pages.  Student name must appear on cover page.  
The Honor Code statement should appear on the cover page of all assignments.  
 
The paper is due October 3 
 
Topics will be chosen in class during the class session #2.  Selection will be 
limited to the topics above and there will be a limited number of slots for each 
topic.   
 
 
Assignment Th ree: 
Your paper will be returned to you in class.  Students will be grouped by topic 
and will begin the process of preparing a presentation on the topic for a future 
class session.  The presentations will be in the Point-Counterpoint style.  At least 
two views on the issue will be developed and presented by group members.  
They will use relevant research and data to support their arguments.  Groups are 
encouraged to develop graphics, power point slides or other media that will 
explain and illustrate their issue. 
 
Grade will be assigned by the instructor based on the mastery of knowledge, 
quality of presentation and persuasiveness of the arguments.  Each group will 
self-evaluate the involvement of individual members and will turn that 
evaluation in to the instructor. 
 
 
Assignment 4 
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Poster Development 
 
This assignment will group students around topics related to the history and 
evolution of child welfare in the US.  Topics are 
 

¥ The Orphan Trains 
¥ Ellis Island, Children and Immigration 
¥ Child Labor Reform 
¥ Child Protection Milestones in the US  
¥ Mary Ellen Winston 
¥ The Battered Child Syndrome 
¥ Social Security Act & Children 

 
Assignment 5 
 
You will be given a final exam that will allow you to integrate all of the elements 
of this course.  See course schedule for dates. 
 
 
Assignment 6 
Knowled ge Assessment 
 
You will be required to take a knowledge assessment that will be available on the 
BB site.  It must be taken prior to the fall break.  You will not receive any points 
for taking it but will loose five points from your grade if you fail to take it.  It will 
be available on the BB site. 
 
Extra Credit  
Submit a three to four page paper on Frankel’s Mans’ Search For Meaning.  
Describe how we can use his ideas in our understanding of youth violence and 
service to children and families.  Support your ideas with examples from the 
field, literature or your review of issues for your other assignments.  Maximum 
extra credit will be 3 points.  To receive consideration this paper must be turned 
in by 11/21. 
 
Special Extra Credit Qu estio n 
 
A ll will b e revealed in  class sessions 1 & 2 
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V . CLASS SCHEDU LE 
 
Date/Session    Topic/Assignment 

 
1Ñ 8/15 Overview o f  Course/Review o f  

Syllab us/Introductio ns 
 Ten Min utes on the Law 

      
 
     Introductio n to the Genogram 

 
 

2Ñ 8/23    Ten Min utes on the Law 
 
     Introductio n to the Genogram #2 
 
     SELECTI ON OF PROJECT TOPICS 
 
     Who Killed  Adam Mann? 
  

    Course BB Site, Course Documents, Section 2   
    (Biological Development & Other Issues)  
 
    Read “In Focus”, review three PPT’s in file 
 
     National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and  
     Neglect In Focus: Understanding the Effects of  
     Maltreatment on Early Brain Development 
      

 
3Ñ 8/29 Ten Min utes on the Law 
 
  
 Presentatio n, Deborah T. Grey, LCSW 
     
    Reading Assignment: Text Chapter 2  

Audio Assignment: (Below) 
 

Newark Child Abuse Case 
 



SWK 584 - Social Services for ChildrenÑ Child Welfare Focus                    Fall,2006 
Page 9 
 

 

 

 

Jan. 10, 2003 
 
New Jersey's governor releases a report on the findings of an investigation into 
the abuse of three young boys in Newark, and the death of one of them, a 7-year-
old twin. The children were previously known to the state's child welfare agency. 
As the facts come to light there have been arrests, suspensions and the trading 
back and forth of accusations and defenses by those who should have been 
protecting the boys. NPR's Brian Naylor reports from Newark.  
 
http://discover.npr.org/features/feature.jhtml?wfId=913288 
 
http://discover.npr.org/features/feature.jhtml?wfId=1234626 
 

 
 
4Ñ 9/5 Thin k in g About Child hood; Art, Mu sic, 

Philo sophy and Social Services 
 Ten Min utes on the Law 
 Small Gr oups--Genogram 

     
   

Justices on Juvenile Death Penalty Issue  
 
Listen to All Things Considered audio  
 
Oct. 21, 2002 
 
Jacki Lyden talks with NPR's Nina Totenberg about the Supreme Court's refusal 
to review its position on the execution of convicts who were minors when they 
committed murder. Last year, the court reversed itself and said the mentally 
retarded could not be executed. That ruling gave hope to those who wanted a 
ban on executing juvenile offenders. But court majority decided not to hear the 
appeal of one such case. Four justices who wanted to hear the case wrote that the 
practice of executing juvenile offenders is inconsistent with evolving standards 
of decency.  
 
http://discover.npr.org/features/feature.jhtml?wfId=1152046 
   

       
 

5Ñ 9/13 How We Protect Child ren: 
 Child  Protectio n Alter nativ es in  NC 
 



SWK 584 - Social Services for ChildrenÑ Child Welfare Focus                    Fall,2006 
Page 10 
 

 

 

 

 NC Child  Welf are Scholars 
  

Reading Assignment: 
 
Walsh, Froma. Strengthening Family 
Resilience. Guilford Press, 1998.  PP. 3-44 (on 
BB Site) 

 
 
 

6Ñ 9/20 How We Protect Child ren: 
 A lter nativ e Care 
 
 NC Child  Welf are Scholars 
 

Article in BB, Noted Below 
Audio Assignment below 
 
Taussig, Heather, PhD, Clyman, Robert, MD, 
and Landsverk, John PhD. “Children Who 
Return Home from Foster Care: A Six Year 
Prospective Study of Behavioral Health Outcomes 
in Adolescence”  Pediatrics, Vol. 108, No.1, July 
2001. 
 
 

Child Abuse Study and African Americans  
 
Oct. 9, 2002 
 
Tavis Smiley interviews John Holton, vice president of Prevent Child Abuse 
America, and pediatrician Cindy Christian, about a new study which shows that 
African Americans were three times as likely to be reported by doctors as 
potential child abusers.  
 
http://discover.npr.org/features/feature.jhtml?wfId=1151326 

 
 

7Ñ 9/26  
How We Protect Child ren: 
Adoptio n  
 

     NC Child  Welf are Scholars 
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Audio Assignment Below 
 
 

The Last Hope: Inside Foster Care 
The number of kids in the foster care system has doubled in the last decade. Meet some 
of those kids in that troubled system and some valiant people doing their best to help 
them in NOW's piece "The Last Hope" filmed at the residential treatment center of 
Children's Village in Dobbs Ferry, New York.  
 
Listen to a few of the stories of foster kids, former foster kids, and those working with 
them at Children's Village below. For more information on the child welfare system, 
visit our facts and resources page.  (These interviews will best be seen at a campus 
computer or if you have a cable mode m/DSL) 
 
http://www.pbs.org/now/society/boysstories.html 

 
 
8Ñ 10/3 Poster 1 
 

      
 
9-10/10     Fall Br eak---No Class   
   

 
10 Ð 17 Poster 2 
 
 

A Scienti f ic Approach to Chi ld 
Custody  

Miami Judge Bids to Protect Kids, Help 
Troubled Mothers 

 
http://discover.npr.org/features/feature.jhtm
l?wfId=1181000 
 
 
Paper Du e This Class 

 
 

11Ñ 10/24  Issues of  Cultu re  
  Guest Speaker: Rush Lim baugh 

 
 
12Ñ 10/31    Student Presentatio n & Concludin g Mater ials  
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13Ñ 11/7    Plannin g for Presentatio ns   
    
14Ñ 11/14    Presentatio ns 
     Exam Dis tr ib uted 
 
15Ñ 11/21    Presentatio ns 
       
16Ñ 11/28    Presentatio ns 
     Exam Du e 
 
 
 

 
 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 


