Dean’s Update 2/17/11

The following describes some of my activities during my most recent time on campus from February 7th through 12th .

ADMINISTRATORS’ AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETINGS
This series of meetings addressed the following topics:  Budget procedures, upcoming Program reviews, procedures for considering UNCG/SOE Core Values at the next Faculty Assembly meeting, and next steps with input from Faculty Assembly on SOE organizational issues.  
With regard to the latter topic, we decided to seek similar input from staff and Julia Jackson-Newsom has moved forward with this.  The next step is to organize the faculty and staff feedback according to topic for our further review.  Staff who have not yet responded to the survey should do so asap so we have as much information as possible going forward.

LIS ACCREDITATION VISIT
The evaluation team for accreditation of the LIS program was on campus meeting with many individuals and groups including the Provost and me.  The preliminary report was extremely positive and kudos are in order for Clara Chu and her colleagues.

NEW COMMITTEES
	We are in the process of convening two new committees as follows:
		Commencement—Melissa Kruep is chairing a committee to help plan and oversee changes to the SOE commencement in May that will include a larger platform party and student speakers.
		Web—Dan Kuoni is chairing a committee to oversee the SOE and department websites to ensure that they meet university guidelines for accessibility and consistency and to make certain that the content stays current.
	We will be contacting potential committee members and asking them to serve, but we are also interested in hearing from anyone who is interested in serving on one of these committees.  If we aren’t able to accommodate everyone who is interested at this time, we hope there will be another opportunity to serve in the near future.

OTHER
	Met with “friends, donors, and alums”—a dinner with “Freeze” and Peg Freeze, and a coffee followed by a tour of the new building with Dot Kearns, Anna Hedgepeth, Marge and Jake Michel, Brian Clarida, and Barbara Todd.’
	Offered a welcome at the Access and Equity Committee’s Annual Conference, which focused this year on overcoming barriers to access to postsecondary education.  Congratulations are in order for another successful meeting.

PERSONAL
	Presented a paper with my colleagues David Pearson (Berkeley) and Sheila Valencia (U. Washington) on reading comprehension assessment at an ETS conference focused on the new state assessments being developed to evaluate the new Common Core State Standards where I met a number of people from the North Carolina DPI. 


My next trip to campus is from February 19th-23rd.  During this time I look forward to another coffee hour with staff on February 22nd at 8:45, our next Faculty Assembly meeting on February 22nd, a meeting with representatives of the Haggai Foundation. Please do not hesitate to contact me (kwixson@uncg.edu) or Annie Smith (ahsmith2@uncg.edu) if there are matters you wish discuss.
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