Dean’sUpdate 2/4/11

My most recent trip to campus was filled with activity, some of which is described below. As with my last update, I continue to spend a lot of time in meetings/conversations getting to know people and understand better the SOE context.  Here is a sampling from within SOE, across campus, and in the UNC system.


SOE 
	Faculty coffee hour where we talked about a number of issues—notably the budget 
	Met with “friends, donors, and alums”—Dot Kearns, Mo Green, Tom and Nancy Teague to get a sense of their perception of SOE
	First meetings for me of Dean’s staff, Administrators’ group, Executive Council, and Faculty Assembly where we discussed various matters including the upcoming capital campaign, new building issues, and ways SOE can organize for optimal effectiveness and efficiency

UNCG
	discussed time lines for reviewing and possibly revising SOE’s Core Values and strategic goals with Associate Provost Rebecca Adams 
	discussed relations between SOE and the College with Dean Tim Johnston
	discussed future collaborations with SERVE with Executive Director, Ludy van Broekhuizen
	discussed SOE with Chancellor Linda Brady
	attended Deans’ Council where the impact of potential budget cuts on course offerings was a major topic of conversation

UNC
	Joined the UNC Education Deans in refusing to provide the information requested from US News and World Report for their ranking teacher education programs until they adopt a more meaningful methodology
learned about various system level issues for teacher preparation programs in conversation with Assoc. VP, Alisa Chapman
 
PERSONAL
	Participated in a meeting of the National Validation Studies panel for National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
Took time out to house hunt and enjoy the U. S. Figure Skating Championships

My next trip to campus is from February 7th-12th.  During this time I look forward to the accreditation visit for LIS, hosting a coffee for donors, and bringing greetings at the Access and Equity conference.  Please do not hesitate to contact me (kwixson@uncg.edu) or Annie Smith (ahsmith2@uncg.edu) if there are matters you wish discuss.
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