Religions of the World:

A Selective Bibliography of Resources Available in the 

Teaching Resources Center at UNC at Greensboro
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Books Providing Overviews of Religions
Glossop, J. (2003).  The Kids Book of World Religions.  Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can 

Press.  Provides an overview of the religions of the world. (291 Glo)
Hubbard, B., Hatfield, J.T. & Santucci, J.A. (1997).  America’s Religions: An 
Educator’s Guide to Beliefs and Practices.  New York: Teacher’s Ideas Press.   

This guide focuses on religions most commonly found in the United States, ranging from Baha'i and Buddhism to Christianity and Islam to Jehovah’s Witnesses. (200.973 Hub)
Langley, M. (1996).  Eyewitness Books: Religion.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf.


An illustrated book about the teaching of the world’s religions.  (200 Lan)
Life Magazine’s Editorial Staff.  The World’s Great Religions.  New York: Golden Press.


A special edition about religions of the world for young readers.  (290 Lif)
Many Cultures, One World Series.  Includes: Afghanistan, China, 

Ethiopia, Greece, Japan, and Pakistan along with ten other titles in the series.

Mankato: MN: Blue Earth Books.  Refer to the index of each title to learn about these countries’ religions. (Located in the 900’s. Call nos. will vary.)

Meredith, S. & Hickman, C. (2001).  The Usborne Internet-Linked 

Encyclopedia of World Religions.  London:  Usborne Publishing Co.

A balanced exploration of the beliefs, history and customs of all the major world religions, as well as many less well-known faiths, past and present. (200.3 Mer)
Grigni, J. and Goldman, P.B., Eds.  MonkeyShines on World Holidays & Festivals 

(1998). Greensboro, NC: NC Learning Institute for Fitness and Education. An overview of world holidays and festivals which includes a section on religions of the world. (394.2 Mon).
Osborne, M.P. (1996).  One World, Many Religions: The Ways We Worship.


New York: Alfred A. Knopf.    An illustrated introduction to comparative 
religion, discussing Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism. (291.Osb)
Viesti, J. & Hall, D. (1996).  Celebrate! in Southeast Asia.  New York:


Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Books. The book includes some of the religious 

holidays celebrated in Southeast Asia.  (394.2 Vie)
World Book (2003).  World Book’s Celebrations and Rituals around the World:


Religious Celebrations.  Chicago: World Book.  Relates the ancient roots of 

various religious celebrations and describes how they are observed.  

(RB 291.3 Rel)
Buddhism
Aspinwall, M. (1927).  Jataka Tales out of Old India.  Chicago: Cadmus Books.
Part of the canon of sacred Buddhist literature, Jataka tales are anecdotes and fables that depict earlier incarnations -- sometimes as an animal, sometimes as a human -- of the being who would become Siddhartha Gautama, the future Buddha. (398.2 Jat)
Babbbitt, E.C. (1940).  The Jatakas: Tales of India.  New York:Appleton-Century-Crofts, 

Inc.  Retellings of the Jatakas, or Birth-stories, that relate to the adventures of the 

Buddha in his former existences. (398.2 Jat)
DeRoin, N. (1975).  Jataka Tales: Fables from the Buddha.  Boston:  Houghton 

Mifflin.  Retells thirty of the five hundred tales told by the Buddha some 

five hundred years before the Christian era.  (294.3 Tip)

Ganeri, A. (2008). Buddhism. Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media. (294.309 Gan)

Raimondo, L. (1994).  The Little Lama of Tibet.  New York: Scholastic.


A biography of Ling Rinpoche, a young monk, who is one of the most highly 

regarded priests in the Tibetan Buddhist religion.  (B Lin)
Senker, C. (2008). My Buddhist Year. New York: PowerKids Press. (294.3 Sen)
Christianity
Arquilevich, G. (2002).  Exploring World Beliefs: Christianity.. Westminister, CA: 

Teacher Created Materials, Inc.  Activities regarding Christianity for students in 

Grades 4 – 6. (232.9 Arq)

Bial, R. (1994).  Shaker Home.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin.  A nonfiction photo essay


about the Shaker religion.  (289.8 Bia)
Bingham, J. (2008). Christianity. Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media. (270 Bin)
Fisher, Al. (1968).  Easter.  New York: Thomas Y. Crowell.  A story of the Easter


holiday for children of all faiths.  (394.2 Fis)

Flanagan, A.K. (2002).  Christmas.  Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point Books.


Explores the history, customs, and symbols of Christmas.  (394.2663 Fla)

Gibbons, G. (1989).  Easter. New York: Holiday House.  Examines the background, 

significance, symbols, and traditions of Easter. (394.2 Gib)

Hogrogian, N. (1986).  Noah’s Ark.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf.  Retells the Old 

Testament story of how Noah built an ark and saved one pair of every species of animal on the earth when God sent the great flood.  (222 Hog)
Wiesner, W. (1968).  The Tower of Babel.  New York: Viking Press.  Presents the


Old Testament story of King Nimrod.  (221.9 Wie)
Pienkowsky, J. (1984).  Christmas: The King James Version with Pictures. New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf.  Uses the words of the Gospels of Luke and Matthew to present the story of the birth of Jesus. (226 Pie)

Pienkowsky, J. (1989).  Easter: The King James Version with Pictures. New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf.  Uses the words of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John to present the story of Easter.  (226 Pie)

Polacco, P. (1994). Just Plain Fancy.  New York: Dragonfly Books.  Naomi, an Amish 

girl whose elders have impressed upon her the importance of adhering to the simple ways of her people, is horrified when one of her hen eggs hatches into an extremely fancy bird.  (E Pol)
Senker, C. (2008). My Christian Year. New York: PowerKids Press. 
Following the calendar year, this book explores the ways in which the main festivals that highlight a Christian child's year are celebrated.  (266 Sen)
Stevens, B.D. (1994).  Celebrate Christmas around the World.  Westminster, CA: 

Teacher Created Materials.  Provides an introduction to Christmas along with
customs and activities from over 20 countries. (394.2 Ste)
Tubb, J.N. (1991).  Eyewitness Books: Bible Lands.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf.


Photographs and text document life in Biblical times. (220.9 Tub)
World Book, Inc. (2004).  Christmas around the World. Chicago:  Scott Fetzer Co.

A series of 17 titles describing the Christmas customs and traditions of countries around the world. (394.26 Chr)
Hinduism
Arquilevich, G. (2002).  Exploring World Beliefs: Hinduism. Westminister, CA: Teacher 

Created Materials, Inc.  Activities regarding Hinduism for students in 

Grades 4 – 6.  (294.5 Arq)

Das, R. (2008). Hinduism. Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media. 
From the Atlas of World Faith series. (294.5 Sen) 

Senker, C. (2008). My Hindu Year. New York: PowerKids Press. 


A look at the festivals and special occasions in a Hindu year through the eyes of a child. (294.5 Sen)

Verma, J. (2002).  The Story of Divaali.  Cambridge, MA:  Barefoot Books.


Retells the Hindu tale of a heroic prince and his bride who are separated by a 

demon prince until the god of the wind helps them.  (294.5 Ver)

Islam
Arquilevich, G. (2002).  Exploring World Beliefs: Islam. Westminister, CA: Teacher 

Created Materials, Inc.  Activities regarding Islam for students in 

Grades 4 – 6.  (297.09 Arq)

Hoyt-Goldsmith, D. (2001).  Celebrating Ramadan.  New York: Holiday House.

Using photos and text, this introductory book on Ramadan introduces Ramadan to children.  (297 Hoy)
Marx, D.F. (2002).  Ramadan.  New York: Children’s Press.  A simple introduction to 

the traditions and festivities of the Muslim holiday, Ramadan. (297.3 Mar)

Senker, C. (2008). Islam. Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media. 
From the Atlas of World Faith series. (297.09 Sen) 

Senker, C. (2008). My Muslim Year. New York: PowerKids Press. 
This book moves chronologically through the calendar year and looks at the typical events, customs, and celebrations celebrated by Muslim children.       (297.3 Sen)

Stanley, D. (2002).  Saladin: Noble Prince of Islam. New York: HarperCollins.

A child's biography of the influential Muslim warrior and Sultan during the time of the crusades.  (B Sal)

Wolf, B. (2003).  Coming to America: A Muslim Family’s Story.  New York: Lee & Low 

Books, Inc.  Depicts the joys and hardships experienced by a Muslim family that immigrates to New York City from Alexandria, Egypt, in the hope of making a better life for themselves. (305.892 Wol)
Judaism
Adler, D.A. (1982).  A Picture Book of Hanukkah.  New York: Holiday House.


Discusses how the celebration of Hanukkah came about, what it signifies, and 

ways in which it is celebrated today.  (296.4 Adl)

Arquilevich, G. (2002).  Exploring World Beliefs: Judaism. Westminister, CA: Teacher 

Created Materials, Inc.  Activities regarding Judaism for students in 

Grades 4 – 6.  (296.4 Arq)

Ben-Zvi, R. T. (2005).  Four Sides, Eight Nights: A New Spin on Hanukkah. 


New Milford, CT: Roaring Brook Press.  Everything you ever wanted to know 
about the Hanukkah holiday, centered on the children's game of dreidel. 

(296.4 Ben)
Drucker, M. & Pocock, R. (1992).  A Jewish Holiday.  San Diego: Gulliver Books.


An alphabet book introducing Jewish holidays and their customs. (296.43 Dru).

Edery, G. & Schram, P. (1999).  The Minstrel and the Storyteller: Stories and Songs of 

the Jewish People.  New York: Sefarad Records.  This CD contains Sephardic, 

Hebrew, Judeo-Arabic, Hasidic and original songs as well as Jewish folktales.

(CD Sch)
Flanagan, A.K. (2004).  Passover.  Minneapolis, MN:  Compass Point Books.


Shares the history, customs, and symbols of Passover.  (296.4 Fla)
Greenfeld, H. (1976). Chanukah.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.


Presents the story of Chanukah, the Feast of Lights.  (296.4 Gre)
Greenfeld, H.  (1978). Passover.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.


Presents a history of this 3000-year-old Jewish holiday and an explanation of the 

Seder which commemorates it. (296.4 Gre)

Kimmel, E. A. (2004).  Wonders and Miracles: A Passover Companion.  New York:

Scholastic Press. Presents the steps performed in a traditional Passover Seder, plus stories, songs, poetry, prayers, and archival pictures that celebrate the historical significance of this holiday to Jews all over the world.  (296.4 Won)

Kiskin, K. (1993).  A Great Miracle Happened There: A Chanukah Story.
New York: HarperTrophy. A story that teaches children of all ages about the Festival of Lights. (296.4 Kus)

Oberman, S. (2006).  Solomon and the Ant and Other Jewish Folktales.  Honesdale, PA:


Boyds Mill Press.  A chronologically arranged collection of more than forty 

Jewish folktales with commentary.  (398.2 Obe)

Senker, C. (2008). Judaism. Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media. 
Examines the historical development of Judaism from the age of the patriarchs to the birth of Israel, and looks at how the Jewish faith is practiced in the modern world. (296.09 Sen) 

Senker, C. (2008). My Jewish Year. New York: PowerKids Press. 
Following the calendar year, this book explores the ways in which the main festivals that highlight a Jewish child's year are celebrated. (296.4 Sen)

Serwer, B.L. (1970). Let’s Steal the Moon: Jewish Tales, Ancient and Recent.

Boston: Little, Brown and Company.  A collection of 11 Jewish tales.


(398.2 Ser)

Sherman, O. (1989).  The Four Questions.  New York: Dial Books.  Explores the 

meaning of Passover by explicating the symbolism of the seder and the four questions.  (296.4 She)
Sikhism
Bingham, J. (2008). Sikhism. Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media. 
From the Atlas of World Faith Series. (294.6 Bin)
Senker, C. (2008). My Sikh Year. New York: PowerKids Press. 
This book moves chronologically through the calendar year and looks at the typical events, customs, and celebrations celebrated by Sikh children. (294.6 Sen)
