
APA 7th Edition Major Changes to Citations and References 

 

1) For any reference that has three or more authors, use “et al.” starting with the 

FIRST citation 

 

Note: If you have multiple references with the same first author published in the same year 

that require the use of “et al.” then you have to write out the authors until there is a difference 

in the citations. For example, consider the following two references: 

 

Thacker, E. S., Friedman, A. M., Fitchett, P. G., & Journell, W. (2018). Exploring how an 

elementary teacher plans and implements social studies inquiry. The Social Studies, 

109(2), 85-100. https://doi.org/10.1080/00377996.2018.1451983 

 

Thacker, E. S., Lee, J. K., Fitchett, P. G., & Journell, W. (2018). Secondary social studies 

teachers’ experiences planning and implementing inquiry using the inquiry design 

model. The Clearing House, 91(4-5), 193-200. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00098655.2018.1490129 

 

Each time you cited them, it would be (Thacker, Friedman, et al., 2018) and (Thacker, Lee, et 

al., 2018). Only use something like (2018a) and (2018b) if the author order is exactly the 

same 

 

2) For all journal article references, you need the issue number. Under APA 6th edition 

rules, you did not include the issue number (i.e., the number in parentheses following the 

volume number) if the journal paginated each volume consecutively. However, now you 

always need the issue number. So, all journal articles should look similar to the examples 

given above.  

 

Note: There is no space between the volume number and the issue number.  

Note: When you include a doi number, write it as a website as in the examples above 

 

3) For book references (books and book chapters), do NOT include the location of 

publication. Therefore, book references should look like the following: 

 

Journell, W. (2017). Teaching politics in secondary education: Engaging with contentious 

issues. State University of New York Press.  

 

4) For references, include all surnames and initials for up to 20 authors. Here is an 

example: 

 

Macedo, S., Alex-Assensoh, Y., Berry, J. M., Brintnall, M., Campbell, D. E., Fraga, L. R., 

Fung, A., Galston, W. A., Karpowitz, C. F., Levi, M., Levinson, M., Lipsitz, K., 

Niemi, R. G., Putnam, R. D., Rahn, W. M., Reich, R., Rodgers, R. R., Swanstrom, T., 

& Walsh, K. C. (2005). Democracy at risk: How political choices undermine citizen 

participation, and what we can do about it. Brookings Institution Press.  

 



Note: In the rare case that there are more than 20 authors, include the first 19 names followed 

by an ellipsis and then add the final author’s name 

 

5) When referencing websites, you do not need to include “Retrieved from” before 

giving the URL. Also, italicize the title of the article, NOT the name of the source. 

See example below. 

 

Scanlan, Q., Karson, K., & Cunningham, M. (2020, February 4). Iowa caucus: What we 

know and what went wrong. ABC News. https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wrong-

iowa-caucuses/story?id=68743118 

 

6) For conference papers/posters/sessions, give the date RANGE of the conference (not 

the specific date that you presented). The title of the paper/poster/session should be 

italicized. Also, put in brackets the type of session it was (i.e., paper presentation, 

poster presentation). Finally, include the country where the conference took place, 

even if in the United States. See example below. 

 

Hilburn, J., Buchanan, L. B., & Journell, W. (2019, November 20-22). Discourses of 

immigration and the mediating influence of documentary film [Paper presentation]. 

College and University Faculty Assembly of the National Council for the Social 

Studies Annual Meeting, Austin, TX, United States.  

 

7) If your paper is part of a symposium, do not italicize the title of your paper. Instead, 

note the session chair(s) and italicize the title of the symposium, followed by the 

word “symposium” in brackets. All other rules from #6 apply. See example below. 

 

Journell, W. (2019, April 5-8). Teacher identity and political instruction. In P. Schutz, J. Y. 

Hong, & D. Cross Francis (Chairs), Teacher identity development situated in dynamic 

social and cultural contexts [Symposium]. American Educational Research 

Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, ON, Canada. 

 

8) For unpublished dissertations/theses, only include the name of the institution, NOT 

the institution location. See example below.  

 

Buchanan, L. B. (2012). Using film to think historically about the Civil Rights Movement 

with elementary preservice teachers [Unpublished doctoral dissertation]. University 

of North Carolina at Greensboro.  

 

 

 


