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From the Editor

In July 2016, I took over as editor of Theory & Research in Social
Education (TRSE) in terms of processing new manuscripts, but this issue
marks the “official” start of my editorship. I come to this position keenly
aware of its importance to both the College and University Faculty Assembly
(CUFA) of the National Council for the Social Studies and the field of social
studies education. Having served as an associate editor of TRSE for nearly
2 years prior to taking over as editor, I entered the editorship fairly comfor-
table evaluating manuscripts and interacting with authors and reviewers.
However, since July, I have been introduced to the complexities of putting
issues together—copyediting, page limits, marketing, etc. Let’s just say that I
have a whole new level of admiration for those who have held this post before
me, particularly those who had to juggle all of these responsibilities without
the help of the professionals at Taylor & Francis!

That said, I have enjoyed my experience as editor thus far, and I am
looking forward to continuing the work of my predecessors in terms of
expanding TRSE’s scope and impact on our field. I am fortunate to have a
great team assembled around me that will help achieve those goals.
Anthony Brown from the University of Texas at Austin and Paul Fitchett
from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte have agreed to serve as
associate editors, and their scholarly expertise will help ensure that TRSE
continues to be an outlet for a wide range of perspectives and methodolo-
gical approaches. Also, Brooke Blevins from Baylor University has agreed
to serve as our book/media review editor, and she is committed to continu-
ing TRSE’s tradition of providing scholarly reviews of important publica-
tions while simultaneously broadening our definition of what is considered
useful media for social studies education, as evidenced by Lisa Gilbert’s
review of the video game Assassin’s Creed Syndicate in this issue. Finally, I
am thrilled with the caliber of scholars who have agreed to serve as
editorial board members. Obviously, I value their expertise as reviewers
on manuscripts, but I also chose them to serve on the board because I
respect their opinions as leaders in the field, and I plan to confer with them
on issues that may arise during my tenure as editor.
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Every editorial team inevitably puts their own mark on a journal and
pushes it in certain directions. We plan on continuing TRSE’s longstanding
tradition of providing detailed and constructive feedback to authors, feedback
that I have found to be unparalleled among the journals to which CUFA
members typically submit manuscripts. We also commit to providing this
feedback in a timely manner that you should expect from a top-tier research
journal. Beyond those basic commitments, however, we have developed
several goals in terms of the types of manuscripts that we would like to see
published during our tenure and the way in which that work is disseminated.
In the remainder of this editorial, I will briefly describe our editorial vision and
steps we are taking to ensure that the work published in TRSE has an impact
on the field.

EDITORIAL VISION

We come to the editorship with a fairly broad conception of what con-
stitutes social education. Therefore, one aspect of our editorial vision is to
increase the ideological and methodological diversity of the scholarship pub-
lished in TRSE. There will always be a place for case studies of classroom
practices and discussions of civic education and historical thinking in the
journal, but we would like to see those topics regularly accompanied by
articles pertaining to other relevant but underresearched aspects of our field.
At a minimum, we would love to see more scholarship pertaining to topics and
issues that practitioners regularly encounter but have traditionally not been
featured in the pages of TRSE, such as the teaching of economics, geography,
psychology, and sociology in K–12 schooling, or the teaching of social studies
in particular contexts, such as early childhood education, elementary educa-
tion, or inclusive and bilingual classrooms. We also believe that there is
inherent value in research conducted by scholars who may lie on the periphery
of social studies education (e.g., historians, political scientists, economists,
geographers) and scholars who may not identify as social studies educators but
whose work impacts our field (e.g., scholars focusing on diversity in K–12
education, teacher educators). There are natural connections to be made
between these disciplines and the work of social studies educators, and we
would welcome submissions that bridge these traditional divides.

Methodologically, scholarship published in TRSE tends to be predomi-
nately qualitative in nature. On one hand, the preponderance of qualitative
research in TRSE is not problematic. In many cases, questions of interest to the
field can be best addressed through qualitative methods. Therefore, TRSE will
remain a venue in which a variety of qualitative approaches are valued.

On the other hand, we are reminded of an address that Diana Hess (2015)
gave at the Social Studies Research Special Interest Group business meeting a
couple years ago at the American Educational Research Association annual
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conference. She called for social studies researchers to engage in more large-
scale studies and analyses of existing datasets. Her rationale was simple. These
types of studies are what influence politicians and policymakers and ultimately
impact K–12 classrooms and social studies teacher education programs. We
believe that TRSE should be at the forefront of policy decisions related to
social studies education, and the inclusion of more quantitative and mixed-
method scholarship would help ensure that the work published in the journal
influences those decisions.

Another goal that we have is to continue the increased attention to
diversity that has been present in TRSE over the past decade. Writing in
2008 upon taking over as TRSE editor, Patricia Avery wrote that “There are
too few studies [in TRSE] that look at how gender, culture, race/ethnicity,
immigrant status, and/or income level shape the experiences of students in
social studies classes” (p. 7). In many ways, we believe that the field has
responded to her call. A perusal of recent issues of TRSE will find numerous
articles in which those issues are front and center.

Yet we can always do more. Even within this aspect of the literature,
some topics are even more underrepresented than others. Over the past decade,
for example, TRSE articles centered on race/ethnicity have tended to focus on
the experiences of African-American students and teachers or the representa-
tion of African-Americans within the social studies curriculum. While we
certainly have more to learn about the experiences of African-American
students and teachers, particularly in light of movements, such as Black
Lives Matter, that have increased awareness to racial injustice in the United
States, our field is also in need of more research on the experiences of other
people of color in social studies classrooms. Similarly, the increased amount of
research on the experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)
students in social studies classrooms has tended to focus primarily on the LGB
portion of the acronym. Issues related to the experiences of transgender
students and teachers in social studies classrooms remain vastly underre-
searched, particularly within the pages of TRSE. We urge the field to continue
exploring the ways in which all students and educators interact with the social
studies curriculum, and TRSE will remain a venue for that scholarship.

Finally, we seek to continue the efforts of previous editorial teams in
terms of marketing TRSE as an international publication. The move to Taylor
& Francis several years ago has helped TRSE reach a global audience, and the
number of international submissions that we have received during that span
has increased as a result. In 2016, approximately 30% of submissions came
from authors residing outside the United States, including submissions from
Australia, Canada, Estonia, Germany, India, Israel, the Netherlands, Pakistan,
Spain, Sweden, Turkey, and the United Kingdom. We believe that interna-
tional perspectives on social education contribute to a more robust under-
standing of pertinent issues in our field, and we look forward to increased
international submissions in the future.
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Of course, the most important criteria for publication in TRSE remain sound
methodology and analyses that make us think critically about issues of social
education and push the field in new directions. We want TRSE to be an outlet
for scholars’ best work, and we want the work published in TRSE to reach as
many people and make as much of an impact as possible. The next section will
discuss ways in which we plan to help authors publicize their work.

MAKING AN IMPACT

Over the past several years, there have been many discussions, both in
TRSE editorial board meetings and in the halls of CUFA conferences, about
whether TRSE should apply for inclusion in Thomson Reuters’s Journal
Citation Reports Index.1 As more colleges and universities place increased
value on impact factors when making decisions regarding promotion and
tenure, I recognize the need for this type of measurement exists. Every year,
Taylor & Francis runs mock impact factors for the journal, and we continually
assess the questions of if and when we should move forward with an applica-
tion. Based on recent mock impact factors, it is likely that the journal could be
in a position to apply for an impact factor in a couple of years. However,
before taking that step, I would want the issue to be discussed among the
TRSE editorial board and the CUFA membership at large. So, we are monitor-
ing the situation for now. That said, TRSE’s impact is measured in other
databases, most notably Scimago, and we fare quite well, so I would encou-
rage our authors to make use of those data as needed.

Make no mistake, however. We want TRSE to have an impact on our
field, and oftentimes that impact cannot be measured by statistical compu-
tations. A perfect example can be found in the study by Shear, Knowles,
Soden, and Castro (2015) on the representation of indigenous peoples in K–
12 U.S. History standards. Shear et al.’s work was subsequently referenced
in a host of Huffington Post articles (Klein, 2014a, 2014b, 2015a, 2015b)
and other well-known mainstream outlets, including Teaching Tolerance
and the Zinn Education Project (Brownstone, 2015; Landry, 2014; Shear,
2015; Shuster, 2015; Walker, 2015; Zimmerman, 2016; Zinn Education
Project, 2015). This type of exposure not only increases traffic to the
journal and citations of TRSE articles, but more importantly, it also puts
the work of TRSE authors into the hands of teachers, administrators, and
policymakers who have the power to enact change in K–12 and teacher
education classrooms.

We are committed to helping TRSE authors disseminate their work to a
wider audience than ever before. TRSE recently moved to an iFirst model in
which articles are published online in advance of their print publication, which
allows authors to promote and disseminate their work even faster. Also, upon
a manuscript’s acceptance, all TRSE authors will receive a short social media
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request in which they can provide summaries and excerpts of their work for
dissemination on social media (Facebook and Twitter) upon the article’s print
publication. We also plan to work with the marketing professionals at Taylor
& Francis to incorporate multimedia, such as videos of authors discussing
their work, which will be included in social media promotions. Finally, when
appropriate, we will take the lead in helping authors promote their work in
mainstream news outlets.

We want TRSE to be the leading voice in social studies education, not just
in academic circles but also in the places where our work can lead to
productive changes in policy and instructional practices. This goal can only
be achieved through a joint effort between authors and the journal. So,
continue to promote your work widely, and help us do the same by sharing
our Facebook posts, retweeting us on Twitter, and inviting colleagues to read,
share, and submit manuscripts to the journal.

On behalf of the entire editorial team, I want to reiterate how excited we
are about the opportunity to serve the field in this capacity. We appreciate your
readership, and we look forward to working with you as authors and
reviewers.

Wayne Journell
Editor, Theory & Research in Social Education,

University of North Carolina at Greensboro

NOTE

1 Thomson Reuters uses the following metrics when determining
whether to include a journal within its index: international scope, timeliness
of publication, and citations accrued over a two-year period (i.e., impact
factor).
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